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NB: I am using generic file names here.

    Naturally, these are arbitrary.  The important thing is to make sure the

    HTML files end in ".html" or ".htm", and the Word files end in ".doc".

>> on the Web (at http://ets.umdl.umich.edu/o/oed/quotes.html or equiv)

1) select "Entire Quote" (the default)

   select "All" (the default for date)

   select "All" (*NOT* the default for "view")

2) press "Search"

3) wait for the page to be served (it will be quite large)

4) save the resulting page as "remain.html"

This will be a big file; there are 7170 quotations for "remain".

The first part looks like this in a browser:


Quotations Search of Oxford English Dictionary, 2d edition

7170 matches.

A , 
(1962) E. Snow Other Side of River (1963) xlvi. 352 "The hi-fi set and typewriter have already been stolen and only a worthless AM set remains. "

abackstays , [adv.] 
(1694) Lond. Gaz. mmdcccclxxviii. 1 "Captain Teissere remained a back stays several hours."

A band . 
(1966) C. R. &. T. S. Leeson Histol. ix. 163/1 "During contraction the A band remains constant in length but the H band and I band diminish. "

abate , [v. 1] 
(1551) Recorde Pathway to Knowl. ii. Introd., "And if you abate euen portions from things that are equal, those partes that remain shall be equall also. "

abbey . 
(1882) Daily News 27 April 4/7 "In the presence of a large and representative gathering the remains of the late Mr. Darwin were yesterday interred in Westminster Abbey."

Abdim . 
(1930) G. L. Bates Handbk. Birds W. Afr. 109 "One year, in February, a large company of Abdims remained on my land for days. "

aberrance . 
(1865) W. M. Rossetti Fine Art (1867) 276 "The two remaining contributions..are Japanese subjects, unsurpassed in delicate aberrances and intricate hap&dubh.hazards of colour. "


<!-- flug = (region Q incl ("remain" within region T)); blog =  *flug;pr.region.Q region Q incl *blog; pr.region.HG (region HG within (region E incl *blog)); -->
and like this in the actual source HTML, which we will massage
(at least the first 18 lines start like this – the lines starting with <dd>
 are the ones containing the quotations; the rest is disposable):


1. 
<HTML><HEAD><TITLE>Quotations Search of Oxford English Dictionary, 2d edit

2. <LINK REV="MADE" HREF="mailto:hti-info%40umich.edu"/>

3. </HEAD><BODY><h3>Quotations Search of Oxford English Dictionary, 2d editio

4. <h3>7170 matches.</h3>

5. <hr><dl>

6. <dt><a href="/bin/oed/oed-idx.pl?type=entry&byte=4"><STRONG>A</STRONG> 

7. <dd>(1962) <B>E. Snow</B> <i>Other Side of River</i> (1963) xlvi. 352 "The

8. <dd>(1694) <i>Lond. Gaz.</i> mmdcccclxxviii. 1 "Captain Teissere remained 

9. <dt><a href="/bin/oed/oed-idx.pl?type=entry&byte=212204"><STRONG>A band</S

10. <dd>(1966) <B>C. R.</B> &amp. <B>T. S. Leeson</B> <i>Histol.</i> ix. 163/1 

11. <dt><a href="/bin/oed/oed-idx.pl?type=entry&byte=285069"> <STRONG>abate</S 

12. <dd>(1551) <B>Recorde</B> <i>Pathway to Knowl.</i> ii. Introd., "And if yo

13. <dt><a href="/bin/oed/oed-idx.pl?type=entry&byte=363622"><STRONG>abbey</ST 

14. <dd>(1882) <i>Daily News</i> 27 April 4/7 "In the presence of a large and 

15. <dt><a href="/bin/oed/oed-idx.pl?type=entry&byte=432114"><STRONG>Abdim</ST 

16. <dd>(1930) <B>G. L. Bates</B> <i>Handbk. Birds W. Afr.</i> 109 "One year, 

17. <dt><a href="/bin/oed/oed-idx.pl?type=entry&byte=501668"><STRONG>aberrance 

18. <dd>(1865) <B>W. M. Rossetti</B> <i>Fine Art</i> (1867) 276 "The two remai 

>> edit "remain.html" with an ASCII editor (NOT with Word):

 1) take out the first 5 lines and the last line of the file

 2) save the file

>> get "keycount.awk" on the Web at http://www.umich.edu/~jlawler/keycount.awk
>> type the following at the command line (using sed and sort):

sed "/^<dt>/d" remain.html | sort > version.1

  (this deletes the header lines, and sorts by date.

   the result is parked in a file called "version.1")

>> type the following at the command line (using awk):

awk -f keycount.awk version.1 > version.2

  (this equips each quotation with a

   unique date label (e.g, 1879.4)

   and stores the result in "version.2")

>> get "split.awk" on the Web at http://www.umich.edu/~jlawler/split.awk
>> type the following at the command line (using awk):

awk -f split.awk version.2

 (this creates two files: one of the quotations,

  called "sentence.s", and one of their sources,

  called "source.s".)

>> edit both "sentence.s" and "source.s" with an editor (NOT with Word):

 1) add these lines to the top of both files:

<html>

<head>

<title="Whatever you like">

</head>

<body>

<ol>

 2) add these lines to the end of both files:

</ol>

</body>

</html>

 3) globally search for "<dd>" and replace it with "<li>"

 4) save the files as "sentences.html" and "sources.html"

Finally, open these files with Word and save them as Word ".doc" files

(say "remainquotes.doc" and "remainsources.doc"). This will preserve 

all the formatting and the sorting and indexing in a way that will let 

you use it in a paper.

This leaves you with the following files:

 > your original output (say "remain.html")

 > version.1

 > version.2

 > source.s

 > sentence.s

 > sources.html

 > sentences.html

 > remainquotes.doc

 > remainsources.doc

If anything goes wrong at any point, you still retain

the original files and can recover gracefully.

The biggest delays are downloading the original data from the Web

and waiting for Word to load, and to convert the big html files.

The whole process should take less than 15 minutes, start to finish (with 

a fast connection – with a phone connection downloading can become tedious).

