Psychology 380:  Introduction to Social Psychology

Fall 1999

Prof. Chen

FILM ANALYSIS PAPER

Brief Introduction

In addition to entertaining us, movies offer detailed portrayals of human social behavior.  Your task in this assignment is to analyze -- from a social-psychological perspective -- the behaviors and events depicted in one of the films listed below.  You are not being asked to critique the film in terms of its value as a work of art or as entertainment.  Rather, you should think carefully about the human actions and events portrayed in the film.  Then, to make sense of this material, apply what you've learned this semester regarding the factors that predict and explain human social behavior.  This assignment is comprehensive:  We urge you to bring any/all concepts encountered in this course that relate to the issues, interactions, and behaviors portrayed. 

Assignment

Choose one of the 3 films listed below.  They are each on reserve at the Language Resource Center on the 2nd floor of the Modern Languages Building.  [Hours:  M-Th 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.; F 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sat CLOSED; Sun 12:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.].

(  Quiz Show (1994; Dir. Robert Redford, 133 min.)

(  Twelve Angry Men (1957, Dir. Sidney Lumet, 97 min.)
(  The Joy Luck Club (1993, Dir. Wayne Wang, 139 min.)
View the film you choose at least once.  (Two viewings may offer a distinct advantage).  Then, after reviewing your notes and readings, identify 3 social-psychological principles that appear to be operating in the events or individuals depicted in the film (e.g., cognitive dissonance, schemas, self-fulfilling prophecies, groupthink, deindividuation, conformity, realistic conflict theory, modern racism, etc.).  For each principle that you identify:

(a) briefly describe the relevant scene (you may assume that your reader has seen the film);

(b) describe in detail the social-psychological principle you believe is relevant, bringing in research findings as much as possible (that is, briefly state the findings of relevant experiments you've read or heard about); and

(c) elaborate on how the selected scene conforms and/or fails to conform to the social-psychological principle you have identified, as well as to the research findings that support the principle (for example, describe how the scene is similar to or different from relevant experiments you've read or heard about).

Your written analysis should be succinct and well-written (5-6 pages).  Be sure to include a short Introduction to orient the reader, as well as a short Discussion to tie things together.  The Introduction & Discussion, together, will be worth 10% of your final paper grade.  Your discussion of each of the 3 social-psychological principles will be worth 30% apiece.  Do not put your name on any page of your paper.  Your GSI will let you know how and where to put identifying information.  

Have fun!

