Anthropology 282
Introduction to Prehistoric Archaeology
Project #1
Length:   	4-6 pages						Due:  13 October
Background:
Now is now and then was then. You are an archaeologist. At some time in the past the world experienced a cataclysmic burst of radiation. All living things in the Northern Hemisphere of the planet were wiped out, and detailed knowledge of the causes, and of the societies that once existed, have been lost in the mist of time. Humankind has now re-achieved the technological sophistication of former times. While the very broad outline of the former world is known, the direct examination of the Northern Hemisphere has been precluded by the high residual levels of radioactivity; until now. You have been selected to be a member of a team of archaeologists being sent for the first direct study of the Northern Hemisphere. You have been assigned to analyze the material remains in a single room [coincidentally, your room] in a smallish sized city in the region of Michigan. You have two jobs.  First, you must test the prevailing dating of the Great Cataclysm which has been calculated to have occurred on 11/7/2010 (in the old calendrical system).  Since you are also the first anthropological archaeologist to visit the North World, you should also attempt to learn something of the lifestyle of the inhabitants, particularly as regards who they were and how long they inhabited their homes. 
The Assignment:
	Using the techniques described in class, and your own ingenuity, determine the date of the Great Cataclysm and use your data to evaluate the prevailing dating of the event. Remember, since the working of the old calendrical system is not known for certain, your answer should summarize both what you can infer without knowing how the old dating system works and what you can determine if your knowledge of how ancient dates were recorded is accurate. As part of this process, you should also determine how long the particular room you are analyzing was occupied before the cataclysm. You should use as many lines of evidence as possible to establish your estimated date, and you must be explicit in stating the logic by which you arrive at the date (a table showing the dating evidence you found will be helpful). You should also make clear the possible sources of error that may affect your dates (see below). Additional points can be earned by establishing the time of year, and for any ‘social analysis’ of the room site that may be possible from your examination of the material remains.  Plans and data tables are particularly encouraged.
Ground Rules:
	The data for evaluating the age of the Great Cataclysm is your room as it appears on 27 September.

Only the dating techniques known in 2004 are available for use.
All paper and paper products have disappeared, but all other materials are well preserved.
Because of your lack of immunity to the mutated organisms of the northern hemisphere, you may not examine any materials contained within a refrigerator or similar cold storage device.
The massive radiation release will have rendered useless techniques like radiocarbon dating, while the pulse associated with the release will similarly have erased or scrambled all computer memory stored in any form (including CD's) and magnetic recordings.
No simulated data will be accepted [i.e., you can not make up data, nor introduce imaginary test results.]
Have fun with the assignment!

Potential Errors: A Parable
	An archaeologist who taught this course many years ago had this to say about his house: "The house in which I live has a toilet in the basement. All ceramic toilets that have tanks have the date of manufacture (month and year) stamped into the lid of the tank (look at yours if you think I’m kidding). The date on the lid of my basement bowl is August 1938. Does this date fix the date the house was constructed? In this case, no. It dates the toilet, or if the lid had been replaced, the replacement lid. The house was built in 1928. When originally constructed it had a coal-fired furnace in the basement. In 1933, this furnace was replaced by a gas-fired furnace. The old coal bin was turned into a shower stall and toilet. Therefore, the date in the toilet approximates the date of the first renovations of the house. The furnace conversion and the bathroom addition can be seen and traced through the stratification of paint on the basement walls and modifications of the concrete floor. The toilet and its associated plumbing can be directly linked to these features. However, what if the toilet had been an heirloom, a treasured possession that had been kept in its crate for many years as a cult object before its installation? In this case, such a problem can be eliminated: all the fittings and drain pipes are of a pre-World War II vintage."
	The moral of this tale (toilet?) should be clear. When a date is derived from an object, the relationship between this date and the archaeological unit to which the date is attached must be established. The archaeological relationship, context of the dated material, and additional associated material and features is all important in establishing this connection. 

