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Lesson 23 
 
Dependent Clauses as Kernel Items 
Non-Finite Noun Clauses 
The Objective Infinitive: A Non-Finite Noun Clause 
The Indirect Statement: A Non-Finite Noun Clause 
 
Which two syntactic functions of the infinitive do you already know? 
 
 
Metaphrase the following sentences and determine the use of the infinitives. 
 

a) BS 3.1. Fürem für cognöscere potest. 
 
b) BS 21.1. Et monëre et monërï proprium est vërae amïcitiae. 

 
 
Which other dependent noun clause do you already know from previous lessons? 
 
 
What distinguishes noun clauses from adjectival and adverbial clauses? 
 
 
Which syntactic function do the infinitives in BS 21.1 have? 
 
 
Basic Sentences 
 
In each Basic Sentence, underline and label the subject and the verb. 
 
BS 23.1 Caesar mïlitës pontem facere jubet/jussit. 
 
BS 23.2 Caesar dïcit mïlitës pontem facere. 
 
BS 23.3 Caesar dïxit mïlitës pontem facere. 
 
 
Compare the English translations for the phrase "mïlitës pontem facere" in each 
sentence. What do you think is the reason for the different renderings? 
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Non-Finite Noun Clauses 
 
Which other non-finite clauses do you know from previous lessons? 
 
 
Underline and label subject, verb and direct object of the non-finite clauses in the 
following sentences. Determine whether these are adjectival, adverbial or noun 
clauses.  
 
14.1. Invädunt urbem somnö vïnöque sepultam. 
 
14.2. Stella facem dücëns multä cum lüce cucurrit. 
 
15.1. Fortünä fortës adjuvante perïculum vincitur. 
 
15.2. Caesar, obsidibus acceptïs, exercitum in Bellovacös dücit. 
 
The entire phrase "mïlitës pontem facere" functions as a kernel item in BS 23.1-3. 
Which kernel item is it? 
 
 
The phrase "mïlitës pontem facere" is itself a non-finite dependent noun clause. 
Label the kernel items of this clause. 
 
Why is this construction also called accusative with infinitive? 
 
 
The Objective Infinitive: A Non-Finite Noun Clause 
 
Syntax and Semantics 
 
Verbs of which semantic category are constructed with an objective infinitive as 
direct object?  
 
Circle the verbs of the semantic category "ordering," "wishing," (and related 
meanings) which pattern with an objective infinitive and give their English 
equivalent: 
 
postulö     volö 
currö      cögö 
alö      sepeliö 
vetö      moneö 
vincö 
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The Indirect Statement: A Non-Finite Noun Clause 
Syntax and Semantics 
 
Why are BS 23.2 and 23.3 called "indirect statements"? 

BS 23.2 Caesar dïcit mïlitës pontem facere. 
BS 23.3 Caesar dïxit mïlitës pontem facere. 

 
Verbs of which semantic category usually introduce indirect statements? 
 
 
Circle the verbs that can be followed by an accusative with infinitive, constituting an 
indirect statement. Give their English equivalents. 
 
dïcö      videö 
vïvö      dö 
narrö      sentiö 
sciö      negö 
intereö     ämittö 
scrïbö      arbitrör 
 
 
The entire phrase "mïlitës pontem facere" functions as a kernel item in BS 23.2-3. 
Which kernel item is it? 
 
"mïlitës pontem facere" itself is a non-finite dependent noun clause. Label the kernel 
items of this clause. 
 
What are the structural differences of the indirect statement in Latin and English? 
Compare! 
BS 23.2 Caesar dïcit   mïlitës pontem facere. 
 Caesar says     that  soldiers are building a bridge. 
 
 
Who is receiving new soldiers in a) and who in b)? How do you know? 

a) Caesar ä Pompeiö cognöscit se militës novös accipere. 
b) Caesar ä Pompeiö cognöscit eum militës novös accipere. 

 
Why is the same phrase "mïlitës pontem facere"  
in BS23.2 rendered with "that the soldiers are building a bridge", but 
in BS23.3 rendered with "that the soldiers were building a bridge" ? 


