
5  To be read after Latin for Reading L.27-8 
 
 

The building of the good ship Argo 
 

Jäsön socium quendam, cuï nömen Argus erat, nävem aedificäre jusserat.  

Is enim summam rërum nauticärum scientiam habëbat neque eï difficile 

erat nävem quam optimam facere.  Tum ita sociös allocütus est,"Egö 

ipse curäbö ea quae emere oportet.  Vös, sociï, parëte Argon et 

quodcumque imperäbit, facite.  Tü, Orpheu, cantä, dum aliï labörant.  

Cantandö sociös juväbis.  Nölïte morärï.  Sï voluntäs nostra recta fuerit, 

actiö quoque recta erit.  Deä Athënä nös juvante, brevï tempore opus 

conficiëmus. 
 
Vocabulary 
 alloquor, alloquï, allocütus sum  + acc.    to address 
 Argon  is a Greek dative 
 cantö (1)   sing 
 emö (3)    to buy 
 enim  conj.  for (explains reason) 
 imperö (1)  command 
 nauticus, -a, -um   adj.  nautical 
 nävis, nävis, f.  ship 
 pareö parëre paruï  +dat.    to obey 
 quam optimam,  quam + superlative  = “as ______ as possible” 
 quïdam, quaedam, quoddam  a certain man/woman/thing 
 quoque  adv.  also 
 scientia, -ae, f.  science, skill 
 socius, sociï, m.  companion 
 


