
8  To be read after Latin for Reading L.31-32 
 

Magic, Monsters and Mystery 
The Labors of Jason 

In the stories about the Argonauts, the land of Colchis, far away in the mysterious 
east, appears as a land of witches, monsters and magic, potions and ointments, 
ferocious dragons and their teeth, wild bulls, and wild horses.  In Homer, except in 
the stories of Odysseus' adventures on his return voyage from Troy, we find few of 
these elements, perhaps because the heroes of the generation of the Argo, especially 
Hercules and Theseus, are said to have cleansed the world of monsters, ushering in 
an age of culture and civilization. 
 

  Imperävit Jäsonï Aeëtës, ut duöbus taurïs specië horrïbilï, quï 

flammäs ex öre effläbant, jügum impöneret et hïs junctïs ut agrum 

quendam aräret et dentës dracönis sereret.  Ex dentibus istïs virös 

armätös nätürös dïxit.  Imperävit ut Jäsön sölus hös virös occïderet. 

 Accidit ut Mëdea, rëgis fïlia, Jäsonem vidëret et amäret.  Verita në 

Jäsön aut ä taurïs aut ä virïs armätïs opprimerëtur, eï unguentum 

magicum dëdit et monuit ut eö unguentö üterëtur.  Quö unguentö 

protectus Jäsön labörës bene confëcit. 
 
Vocabulary 
 ager, ï m.    field    opprimö, opprimere, oppressï,  
 armö (1)  to arm    oppressum  to crush 
 arö  (1)   to plough    protegö, protegere, protexï,  
 dens, dentis, m.  tooth   protectum  to cover, protect 
 dracö, -önis, m.  dragon   serö serere sëvï satus    to sow, plant 
 efflö (1)  breathe out    speciës, -eï, f. sight, look 
 flamma, -ae, f. flame    taurus ï  m.    bull 
 horribilis, -e  adj.  horrible   unguentum, -i, n.  unguent, ointment,   
      jugum, ï  n.   yoke                            salve 
 jungö jungere junxï junctus to join, yoke ütor ütï üsus sum  ‹ abl.     to use 
 magicus, -a, -um  adj.  magic 
 occïdö, occïdëre, occïdï, occïsus  kill 
 


