
President’s Corner
   Patti Radakovich

Well, it’s that time of year again — time to kick-off
our next season of football and U of M Club of
Downriver activities. I hope everyone enjoyed their
summer; I’m sure you’ re just as anxious to get back
in the swing of things as we are! We have some
great activities planned for this year: some tried-
and-true, like the tailgates and our spring dinner,
and some new events, like our kick-off event!

This year we have decided to start things off right
with our Kick-off Event. Come join us to network
with fellow alums, congratulate our recent grads,
and send off the next batch of U of M students! We
will be meeting for dinner at Grand Buffet III in
Woodhaven on Monday, August 27 at 6:30 pm.
Cost is $5 for members and guests and free for U of
M students and recent grads (2007 and December
2006 graduates). As an added bonus, we will be
giving away two sets of tickets to the first U of M
game of the season – Michigan vs Appalachian
State. Everyone who attends will have a chance to
win! Please RSVP to Patti at radakovp@umich.edu
by Sunday, August 26 if you plan on attending.

Our club offers a variety of activities throughout the
year (which we will be highlighting at the Kick-off
Event) so there is always something for everyone.
Whether you are interested in sports, family
activities, volunteering, or social events, we are
your alumni club and are here to provide those
activities for you. Our mission is to bring
Downriver alumni together as well as raise
scholarship funds for the next generation of U of M
graduates. If there’s an event you would like us to
have, just let us know and we will do our best to
accommodate you. After all, this is your club!

Wondering if you’ re a member? If you are a
member of the Alumni Association and a resident in
the Downriver or surrounding areas, then you are a
member of the club. Please keep in mind, though,
that any U of M enthusiast is welcome to take part

in our activities. Don’ t forget to check out our
website to keep you informed of upcoming
activities.

I hope to meet you at one of our club events this
year! Until then, Go Blue!

 The 2007 L loyd Carr  Scholarship News
      Katie Hartwell

The University of Michigan Club of Downriver
awards the Lloyd Carr Scholarship, a one-time
$1500 award, to an outstanding Downriver high
school senior who will attend one of the campuses
of U of M in the coming fall.  The club awards this
money in order to support representation of the
Downriver area at the university.  The Heritage
papers advertise the scholarship for the club and the
applications are available on our website.  Of the
dozens of applications we received this past year,
the scholarship committee chose 8 finalists.  The
five finalists who were awarded gift certificates to
Moe’s Sporting Goods in Ann Arbor were Jennifer
Clancy of Woodhaven HS, Nicolas Doulos of
Grosse Ile HS, Sarah Groeneweg of Belleville HS,
Jacqueline Kauza of Gabriel Richard, and Stephanie
Westfall of Grosse Ile HS.

It was a very special year for our top student Kelsey
Dubois of Grosse Ile High School.  The
scholarship’s namesake was on hand to make the
award personally at our annual spring meeting at the
end of May.  In addition to the top award, the club
named two other students as the Go Blue $750
recipients.  They were Jennifer Dela Pena of
Woodhaven HS and Ashima Jindal of Gabriel
Richard High School.  These three young women
had very high test scores and displayed excellent
scholarship as well as leadership in their schools
and community.  Their writing skills were displayed
in their essays and their verbal and social skills
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were demonstrated during the interview with our
committee.

We wish all these students our very best as they join
the tradition of excellence at our alma mater this
fall.

Come &  See a U-M Musical
Theatre Production
  Don Van Every

Your Downriver U of M Club is planning another
visit to Ann Arbor on Sunday, October 14 to see the
U-M Musical Theatre’s production of Roger
Miller’s “Big River.”     This show was written by
the “King of the Road” composer and tells the story
of Mark Twain’s “Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”
with a mix of music that includes country,
bluegrass, blues, gospel and humor.  “Big River”
won 7 Tony Awards, including best musical and
best score, when it first came out in 1985.
Following the 2 P.M. matinee production at the
Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre located in the Michigan
League building in Ann Arbor, there will be a prime
rib dinner at the Cottage Inn Restaurant at 512
William Street (about 3  blocks from the theatre).
The entire theatre and dinner package will cost $50
per person.

The musical tale, set in the 1840s, describes the
relationship between Huck Finn and Jim, a slave.  It
recognizes their common humanity despite their

differences in status.  With its compelling musical
score, the story captures the nobility of man and the
spirit of life on the big river, the Mississippi.

A ticket order form is enclosed in this newsletter
and is available on the website.  All orders with
payments must be in by October 6, 2007.

Beat ohio state Bust
    Bill Richardson

The Michigan Wolverines
are ranked 3rd in pre-season
polls and will be working on
improving on their 2006 11-2
record.  As usual, the biggest
game of the year will be
against arch rival ohio state
(we never capitalize those words).  To insure a win,
the U of M Club of Downriver will hold our annual
BEAT ohio state BUST on Monday, November
12th.  We’ ll start at 6:00 P.M. with pizza and liquid
refreshment.  Then, we’ ll move into cheers and
songs led by Michigan Super Fan.  We’ ll hear about
past MICHIGAN-osu wars from former M players.
Then we’ ll play “Michigan Touchdown Pursuit,”
answering Michigan football trivia questions to gain
yards and touchdowns.  We’ ll select the best
dressed fan and award prizes.  Also, we will be
holding a raffle for two tickets to the game.  Start
spreading the word and bring your M friends and
relatives.  This event will cost $15 per adult, $5.00
for minors, and $10.00 for seniors 60 and over.  A
reservation form is enclosed in this newsletter.
More details will be sent out in October and posted
on the club web site.

Tailgate and Watch Parties
Tom and Carol Krasun, Bill Richardson,

       and Mike Priskorn

Football tickets have arrived and we’re ready for
some Wolverine football.  The Wolverines are
ready for another championship year.  The Tailgate
and Watch Party Committee is planning the menus
and organizing the equipment.  We hope you plan to
join us whether for one game or all of them.

Lloyd Carr with Lloyd Carr Scholarship recipient Kelsey
Dubois and Go Blue Scholarship recipients Jennifer Dela
Pena and Ashima Jindal.
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A few changes for this year:  The tailgates and
watch parties will continue to facilitate fundraising
for the club’s scholarship program.  This year,
donations are mandatory for participating.  We are
asking you to donate at least $100 to attend all
tailgates and watch parties.  This includes you and
one guest.  Students continue to be free.  Use the
form included in this newsletter to send us your
donation.  Be sure to make your checks out to “The
University of Michigan”  for tax purposes.  You may
also go online to make your donation, but be sure to
send us your receipt for confirmation and be sure to
designate your gift to:
The U of M Club of Downriver “Expendable
Restricted Fund, Account Number C302785”.

Go to https://www.giving.umich.edu/giving-
bin/donate   and follow the instructions.  If you are
attending just one or a few games, then we are
asking for a donation of $10 per person due at the
tailgate.  We will be sending out reminders for each
game and asking you to register by sending an
email to mtailgate@hotmail.com or calling Bill at
734.479.0530 by the Thursday before the game.

Here’s what you get:  For noon games—breakfast
before the game and dinner afterwards.  This
includes drinks plus a cold bottle of water to take
with you to the game during hot weather.  After the
game, we will serve a hearty dinner.  For 3:30 PM
games, dinner will be served before the game and,
weather permitting, snacks and drinks after the
game.

Here’s where to go:  The club’s tailgate parties are
at the same location as last year—between the two
paved parking lots at Pioneer High School, under
the lone tree on the grassy berm.  You’ ll see the
club banner hanging from the canopy.  If you get
lost call Bill Richardson’s cell phone 734.673.4361.

More:  Noon game breakfasts start around 9:00 AM
and end at 10:30 AM.  The 3:30 game meal starts
around 11:00 AM and ends at 2:00 PM.  This
allows for everything to be stowed away and time to
get to the game to see the band, etc.

Questions:  Call Bill Richardson at 734.479.0530 or
email Bill at richbill@umich.edu.

Watch Parties:  Location of the watch parties has
yet to be determined because of uncertainty of
broadcasting of The Big Ten Network.  You will be
notified via email and on the club website when a
location has been determined.

Tailgate location at Pioneer High School

        3                http://www.umclubs.com/downriver



CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

We have some great events planned for this year, but we need your help to pull them off! And, of course,
we would also like to add more events, but we need your ideas and help! Getting involved is easier than
you think. Perhaps you already have an activity planned, like a cider mill or corn maze trip; just let us
know and we will “make your event our event”  by posting it to our club email and website. Or maybe
you’ re already involved in a community service project that needs volunteers — let us know and we will
“make your event our event.”  Any way you’d like to get involved, we’d be happy to have you!

We also have some committees that can use your help. Here’s a brief summary:

Committee Descr iption Examples of Activities
Young Alumni Help plan events specifically geared toward

young alumni
Happy hours, comedy
clubs

Fundraising Help plan ways to raise funds for student
scholarships and other U- M programs

Raffles, contests, golf
outing

Membership Help determine ways to engage more members
and provide activities that match our
membership©s needs

Social events, Tigers’
games, Red Wing’s
games, dinner club

OSU Bust Help plan and run the annual OSU Bust Solicit auction
donations, set-up/tear
down, decorations

Special Events Help plan our annual holiday and scholarship
dinners

Venue and menu
selection, decorations,
invites

Community Service Help coordinate volunteer activities River clean-up,
Metroparks clean-up,
Habitat for Humanity

Business
Networking

Help plan activities to allow U- M alums to
network and promote their businesses to each
other

Directory, open house,
expo

Family Events Help plan activities specifically geared toward
alum with young families

Museums, arts & crafts

Here are a few other ideas we’re working on:
·  We need kids (with adult supervision, of course) to work on a U of M scarecrow for the scarecrow

contest at the Scarecrow Festival in Trenton.
·  We need 10 strong alumni to form a Ropes of Steel team so we can win the tug of war at the

Scarecrow Fest and money for our scholarship fund.
·  We need people to sell raffle tickets for fundraisers.
·  We need people to buy holiday gifts for our adopted family.

Of course, if you have other ideas, we are all ears! If you’d like to get involved, please email Patti at
radakovp@umich.edu. Alternatively, you can mail in the volunteer sign-up form in the newsletter with
your interests indicated. I hope to see you at one of your events!
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University of Michigan Club of Downriver
2007-2008 Event Calendar

Date Event Location
August 25, 2007 Detroit Zoo Picnic Detroit Zoo
August 27, 2007 Kickoff Event Grand Buffet III

September 1, 2007 Home Football Game Tailgate - Appalachian State Purple Lot
September 8, 2007 Home Football Game Tailgate - Oregon Purple Lot

September 13, 2007 Board Meeting Southgate Library
September 14, 2007 Go Blue Pep Rally Elbel Field, Ann Arbor
September 15, 2007 Home Football Game Tailgate - Notre Dame Purple Lot
September 22, 2007 Home Football Game Tailgate - Penn State Purple Lot
September 29, 2007 Football Watch Party - Northwestern TBA

October 6, 2007 Home Football Game Tailgate - Eastern Michigan Purple Lot
October 11, 2007 Board Meeting Southgate Library
October 13, 2007 Home Football Game Tailgate - Purdue (Homecoming) Purple Lot
October 14, 2007 Musical Theatre & Dinner - Big River Lydia Mendellsohn Theatre
October 20, 2007 Football Watch Party - Illinois TBA
October 27, 2007 Home Football Game Tailgate - Minnesota Purple Lot

November 3, 2007 Football Watch Party - Michigan State TBA
November 8, 2007 Board Meeting Southgate Library

November 10, 2007 Football Watch Party - Wisconsin TBA
November 12, 2007 Beat ohio state Bust VFW Hall, Trenton
November 17, 2007 Home Football Game Tailgate - Ohio State Purple Lot

November 2007 Football Bust at Laurel Manor Laurel Manor
December 2007 Adopt-a-Family Gift Wrapping TBA

December 13, 2007 Board Meeting Southgate Library
December 2007 Holiday Dinner TBA

TBA Bowl Game Watch Party TBA
January 2008 Board Meeting TBA
January 2008 Men's Basketball Game U of M

February 2008 Board Meeting TBA
February 23, 2008 Hockey at the Joe - UM vs. MSU Joe Louis Arena

March 2008 Board Meeting TBA
April 3, 2008 Musical Theatre & Dinner - Carousel Power Center

April 2008 Board Meeting TBA
May 2008 Board Meeting TBA
May 2008 Spring Dinner TBA
May 2008 Tigers’ Game Comerica Park
June 2008 Board Meeting TBA
July 2008 Board Meeting TBA

August 2008 Board Meeting TBA
August 2008 Detroit Zoo Picnic Detroit Zoo
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Volunteer  Sign-Up &  Donation/Event Form
Volunteer name: Email:

GO BLUE!
Board of Governors

President            Patti Radakovich radakovp@umich.edu
Vice President                     Dave Dezsi djdezsi@wowway.com
Secretary         Donald Van Every vanevery@umich.edu
Treasurer  Mike Priskorn mpriskorn@aol.com
Major Events              Bill Richardson richbill@umich.com
Young Members  Eric & Bridgette Botten baasassy@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor              Steve Van Every vanevery3@yahoo.com
Fundraising         Tony Panson apanson@aol.com
Sports Boosters      Fred Kuchar
Tailgates       Tom & Carol Krasun ckrasun@aol.com
Scholarships                         Katie Hartwell khartwell@wowway.com
Recruitment      Elke Topjian elketop54@hotmail.com
Webmaster    Raymond Yee rayyee17@gmail.com
Legislative Liaison                   Susan Klotz smsk@aol.com
Database     Diane Gulyas dgulyas@hotmail.com

Membership Information

Alumni Association members living in the
Downriver , Belleville, New Boston, and north
Monroe County are automatically members of
the U of M Club of Downriver .

Join the Alumni Association or  renew your
membership on-line at www.umalumni.com.
Annual membership for  singles or  couple is $59.
There are other  membership categor ies
including family and associate.  Associate
memberships are for  non-U of M graduates who
suppor t the University and want to par ticipate
actively in University activities and take
advantage of membership benefits.

The University of Michigan Club of
Downriver  is an affiliate club of the
University of Michigan Alumni
Association
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Mailing Address: Telephone:

Year Graduated and school/college: Are you an AAUM member?

If you have an interest in a leadership role with the UM Club of Downriver, which of the following roles
would you be interested in? (please circle all that apply)

Board Member Committee Chairperson General Volunteer Committee Member

Club Officer                Day-of-event Volunteer Other, please specify: ____________________

I am willing to work on these types of programs/events: (please circle all that apply)

Community Service     Young Alumni       Student Recruitment      OSU Bust Cultural Events

Business Networking      Scholarship      Community Service     Family Events    Special Events

Fundraising     Scholarship Administration     Membership       Other: ___________________

Donation/Event Form

Name________________________________________     Phone _____________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________    State _____  Zip ______   Email: _____________________

I am enclosing a donation for the University of Michigan Club of Downriver
scholarship fund (Make checks payable to “The University of Michigan.” ) $
I am attending the Kick-off Event on Monday, August 27 ($5 for members
and guests, free for UM students and recent grads.  Pay at the event).

RSVP to:
radakovp@umich.edu

I will be attending all football tailgate parties ($100, includes one guest.
Make checks out to “The University of Michigan” .  See article). $
I am attending the BEAT ohio state BUST on November 12
(tickets are $15 for adults, $5 for minors, $10 for seniors 60 and over) $
I am attending the Musical Theatre event “Big River”  and dinner on October
14 (tickets are $50 each) $

Total $
Send form and check made out to: The University of Michigan Club of Downr iver , P.O. Box 294

Trenton, MI  48183
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The University of Michigan
Club of Downriver
P.O. Box 294
Trenton, MI 48183


