


Watershed residents 

can become involved 

with the goals of this

project by educating 

themselves about the 

issues affecting the

Huron River and lakes,

and by communicating

with their local elected 

officials and decision-

makers to express their

concerns about the 

quality of the water 

and preferences 

for lake management.

What are the researchers doing?

The Huron River is a special place 

for its natural beauty, habitat, and

water resources. The River and its

many man-made impoundments are 

used for municipal drinking water,

wastewater disposal, irrigation, 

industrial processes, hydroelectric generation, sport fishing, and recreation. 

These multiple uses sometimes come into conflict because they make 

competing demands and exert different influences on the water.

Ford and Belleville lakes, in particular, periodically exhibit eyesore conditions with

massive growth of floating algae and localized fish kills, plus foul odors. The sheer

quantity of algae produced in the lakes is a problem that is vastly compounded 

by the types or species of algae that occur during nuisance blooms.  

This study will look at relative levels of nitrogen and phosphorus that trigger growth

of the species of algae known to cause the worst nuisance blooms. The researchers

hope to develop management options for eliminating the floating mats of algae 

that foul the lakes during late summer.
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Making measurements and developing new theory that can guide future 

lake management efforts both on the Huron River and nation-wide

Investigating the interactions of weather conditions, river flow, and 

chemical changes to nitrogen and phosphorus within the River and lakes

Sampling twice a week at 12 sites along the River between Zeeb and 

Haggerty Roads (see map)

Sampling and making additional measurements within Barton Pond, 

Ford Lake, and Belleville Lake

The project is centered at the University of Michigan. The project director is Professor 

John Lehman of the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology. The team of 

U-M researchers includes professors, students, and staff from the College of Language,

Science & Arts and from the School of Public Health. Partnerships have been formed to

ensure that the scientific information gained through this project is translated into 

education, outreach, policy, and decision-making. For information about this project, 

call the Huron River Watershed Council at 734-769-5123 ext 4.

You will be updated about the progress of the study in future mailings.
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