From: ““Women, Men, and Bristly Things: The BrR- Assonance in English” John Lawler

BR- 93 words 85 coherent Coherence Level 91%
Category 1 Human (Gender Role):

Male: 32  (essentially, aggressive display and territorial defense)

bris brute brawl brag brave bruise bray brawn brandish britches

Female: 19 (essentially, breeding and feeding)

breast bride bra brat bread braid brood broil broth braise broad

2 1-Dimensional (Connected) Embodied Image: Plant

la: 5 1-D Aggregate Connected by 0-D X
™ op bristle brush bracken bramble briar
1-I§Aggregate

’ 77 : bristle brush brand bridle braid broom branch bract

A
X=1-D
1c: 2 1-D Aggregate Connected by 2-D X

X =2 bristle brush browse brake

1b: 6 1-D Aggregate Connected by 1-D X

2a: 12 Contiguous X Aggregate Connected by 1-D

broad brim brow brink breadth breach broach break brittle

m 2b: 8 Non-Contiguous X Aggregate Connected by 1-D

bridge brace breech bracket brad

3 Leakage from BL-

BL;:  Fluid 14
brandy brackish brant brit bream breeze brook breath breathe
BL,: Color 6

brown bright brindle bronze bruise
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Word
bristle

brush
bracken
bramble
briar
brand
bridle
braid
broom
branch
bract
browse
brake
broad
brim
brow
brink
breadth
breach
broach
break
brittle
brace
breech
bracket
bridge
brad
brandish
britch
bris
brusque
brash
brabble
brag
bribe
bren
brevet
bray
brave
brisk
brawl
brawn
bruin
bruit
brute
brutal
bruise
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Word
brass

brothel
brig
braze
brick
brunt
brother
bre’r
bro’
bran
breast
brunch
brine
bread
braise
brisket
broth
broil
brew
bra
brooch
bride
breed
brat
brood
brandy
brackish
brant
brit
bream
breeze
brook
breath
breathe
brown
bright
brindle
bronze
bronco
breve
braille
bring
brief
brain
broker
brogue
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From: “Women, Men, and Bristly Things: The BrR- Assonance in English” John Lawler

PR- 78 words 58 coherent Coherence Level 74%
Category 1 1-D (Extended) 18 prod pry prop prong prick prone pretzel

2 Human (Social Role) 45 proud prior pride prep prince prance prim

Word AsgRimefSuf | 1 | 2 Word AssRime|Suf | 1 | 2
prod pr ad N prattle py &t pl v
pry py ay VY proffer | p af pr v
pretzel pr ets pl | prom prl am v
prop eyl 1 v prude p ud v
prow pry aw \ prompt | prampt \
prawn pi| on v proper p ap pi1 \
probe pi| ob \ prayer pr eI N
prong pr on v prate pr et v
prickle | p1 1k pl |+ praise pr ez v
prick pr| 1st \/ prig p1 19 v
practice | p @kt ps | v | prim p1 19 N
privet pl v pt | primp p1| 1mp v
prism pr 1z pm | prink pr mk N
prison py 1z pn | N |V prissy p s fi N
prowl pr| awl v pretty p 1t fi v
prowess | py aw ps | v | preach | pr itf N
praxis prf &ks bs | v | preen pil in N
prone ptl on VY promise | py am ps N
proud pr| awd v prank pr @nk N
prior py ay pi v prat pr et

prophet | pr af Pt \ prime prl aym

profit py af pt V primal p aym pl

proxy pr aks |i V preface | pi| ef ps

prosper | pr asp pi v premise | prl em ps

pride pr| ayd v prairie | py ex |

price pr ays v press pr es

private | p| ayv pt v pronto | pr ant o

prize pr ayz v presto pr est o

precious | pil &f ps \ primer | pf m p1

prelate prl el bt \ print p1l mt

prep prl ep v preemie | pr im |

praetor | pif et p1 v primo pt im o

prince pr ms \ prole pr ol

privy py v i \ propyl pn op pl

priest pn st \ prose p1 oz

pro p1 o \ prove pr uv

pray py e v proof pn uf

pram pr &m \ prune py un

prance pr| &ns \ prey pl e
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From: “Women, Men, and Bristly Things: The BrR- Assonance in English” John Lawler

BL- 70 words 57 coherent Coherence Level 81%

Category 1 Fluid (Contained) 20 blood blister blast blubber blimp blush blow
2 Color/Eye 26 blaze blot blind blip black blue blond bleach
Embodied Image: Human Eye (a fluid-filled organ which is colored and perceives color)

Category 3 Excess (‘too much’) 46 blurt blither blur blight blanch blotch blear

Word AsgRimeSuf | 1 | 2 |3 Word AsgRimeSuf | 1 | 2 | 3
blintz bl mnts blot bl at NEIE
blob bl ab v blight bl ayt N
blood bl od v | Y blanch bl antf v | A
bloom bl um v |V blotch bl atf R
blossom | bl as pm | v | blur bl o1 R
blaze bl ez R Y bliss bl s N
bleed bl id NEEE blither bl 10 p1 \
blush bl of V|V blowsy | bl awz N
bloat bl ot v v blarney | bl am i v
blister bl st pr | v bland bl end \
blow bl o \ V blather | bl ®d p1 N
blurt bl oat \ V bluff bl of N
blam bl ®&m v v bleep bl ip N
blast bl ast v v bludgeon | bl ad3 pn v
blat bl et \ \ blunder | bl ond pix \
blotto bl ato v v blunt bl ont \
blare bl ex \ \ bluster bl ost pi1 \
blain bl en \ V blitz bl 1ts N
blimp bl mmp \ \ blooper | bl up p1 N
blubber | bl ob bx | v blight bl ayt v
blue bl u \ blah bl a \
blurb bl oib V blabber | bl xb p1 v
blip bl 1p v blab bl b N
black bl =k \ blanket | bl =k pt

blond bl and V blithe bl ayd

blazon bl ez |on \/ blouse bl aws

blind bl aynd v [N block bl ak

blink bl mk YR blend bl end

blank bl enk v [ bless bl es

blemish | bl em pf v | blade bl ed

bleb bl eb YR bloc bl ak

bleach bl itf v [ bleat bl it

bleak bl ik v [ blame bl em

blear bl u v | blandish | bl &nd pf

blench bl entf v [N bleacher | bl itf b1



http://www.umich.edu/~jlawler

Phonosemantic Coherence in English Assonances

Assonance Semantics (Embodied Image)

st- 1-Dimensional Rigid (Standing Man) stick staff stem stub stab step stake stiff stilt

str-  1-Dim Non-Rigid strap string strum strain strip streak stream straw strand stretch
br;-  1-Dim Connected (Plant) brush break bridge brim briar browse branch bramble
br,-  Human (Gender Roles) M: brute brawl bruise bris F: breed broad breast bread
pri- 1-Dim Extended prick prod prop prow pretzel privet prong probe prawn prone
pr,-  Human (Social Roles) proper prim priest prom prissy primp proud pray preen

fl- 2-Dim float flat flap flense fletch flood flam flange flea fleece floe floor flip flank
pl-  2-Dim Thick plush plump plaque plaster plank plate plow pleat plait platter plop
n- 3-Dim nick niche nook nub nugget knuckle knurl knob nipple noggin nuzzle gnaw
sn;-  3-Dim Convex w/ Concave (Fingers) snap snare snatch snip snooker snag sneak
sn,-  3-Dim Convex w/ Concave (Nose) sneeze sniff snoot sneer snub snarl snore snot
bl;-  Color (Eye) blue blood blush black blank blotch blaze blind blond bleach blur bloom
bl,-  Compressed Fluid (Eye) blimp blush bloom blot blain blintz blood blow bloat

bl;-  Excess (‘too much’) blotto blister blast bluster blab bliss bleep blare blemish

gl-  Reflected Light (Eye) glaze glimmer glimpse gleam glance glare glow gloom

kr-  1-Dim Bent crutch cripple crack crotch cross crank crimp crevice crane crouch
kl-  Connection (‘together’) club clutch clam clamp clap cluster clench click cling

skr-  2-Dim + 1-D Motion scrub scram scratch scribe scrape scrawl screw scroll screen
sl;-  Liquid/Solid Interface slush slop sleet slick slather slime slurp slough sluice slide
sl,-  Pejorative slob slut slander slang sludge slum sloth sleazy slobber slouch slur slope
spl- 1-Dim — 2-Dim splay split spline splice splint splotch splash splatter splinter

spr-  Extrusion (Plant) sprout spread sprig spruce (Liquid) spring sprue spray sprinkle
sk-  2-Dim Extended sky scum scuff scarf scour scale skate skid skim skip skirt scab
skw- Compressed squash squint squeeze squeak squeegee squelch squirt squat squirm
sw-  Rotary Motion swirl swerve swash swing swoop sweep swath swab swish swizzle
thr-  Constricted Path  throat through thrust throttle thread thresh throng thrall thrift
dr-  Liquid dredge drink drop drown drought dry drain dribble drizzle drool drip

tr- Travel trudge trample trot trail traipse trip tread trek truck train tram track trolley
y- Vocal yack yammer yap yowl yell yip yawn Interjection yuck yow yum yup yike yay

John Lawler University of Michigan http://www.umich.edu/~jlawler/assonances.pdf
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