

Verbs have more fun


Every verb constitutes a simple clause
There is only one main clause in a sentence; its verb governs everything else

All other clauses are subordinate to (dependent on) the main clause

Subordinate clauses can be either finite or non-finite

Finite clauses have a verb (maybe an auxiliary verb) in either present or past tense

Non-finite clauses don’t have tensed verbs; they have either infinitives or participles
Every simple clause has a predicate

Predicates can be verbs, adjectives, or nouns (though verbs are most common)

Predicates can have 1, 2, or 3 places, depending on what they mean

1-place predicates have only subjects (intransitive)


Bill threw up.
Vomit (Bill)

Mary is also sick.
Sick (Mary)

Susan is a doctor.
Doctor (Susan)
2-place predicates have subjects and direct objects (transitive)


Bill kicked the ball.
Kick (Bill, Ball)

Bill is bored with soccer.
Bored (Bill, Soccer)

Mary is the mother of Bill.
Mother (Mary, Bill)
3-place predicates have subjects, direct objects, and indirect objects (bitransitive)


Bill told Mary the secret.
Tell (Bill, Secret, Mary)

Bill told the secret to Mary.
Tell (Bill, Secret, Mary)

Mary gave the ball to Bill.
Give (Mary, Ball, Bill)
Every simple clause has a subject
Some subjects don’t show up; but they count anyway
Some subjects are indefinite; they usually don’t show up

Some subjects are the same as others; usually only one shows up

Verbs of a feather flock together

All verbs are unique

.

