Shoulders to Stand on: Lift Me Up 

By: Dwight Williamson II

Courage, determination and a strong mind provide a structured base for the makings of an impacting character figure.  But where does the strength to fight begin?  It usually comes from an inspiration, which gives hope for success.  Unfortunately, the struggle for athletic and academic harmony in the African American community continues to be a fight for freedom and equality.

As the totem pole of accomplished scholars displays, a rich background of men with visions of change, the strength of the future comes from the ‘shoulders to stand on’ of the past.

Edwin B. Henderson, Harry Edwards, and C. Keith Harrison, all profile the significant efforts of great strides in research and life experiences.  These men have made it their lifelong endeavors to see the change and growth of the sport world.

 The totem pole stands high and tall.  Its dominance is greatly felt.  The notable icons of Tommie Smith and John Carlos, who redefined sport in the 1968 Olympics, adds to the solidity of the drawing.

Its message is clear.  African Americans in the sport arena have invariably been forced to face a challenging path to freedom, but with a cohesive voice, these men have been able to change the ‘code of ethics’ in sport and society.  The success will continue to heighten, as has the role of the black athlete.

Black Power: Curt Flood #21
By: Garrian Jones

Curt Flood, after twelve years with the St. Louis Cardinals, was traded to the Philadelphia Phillies.  Flood, after twelve years in the major leagues, reacted.  He did not feel that he was a piece of property to be bought and sold, irrespective of his wishes.  Therefore, on December 24, 1969, Curt Flood requested to the commissioner to be declared a free agent.  He further wrote, “I believe any system that produces that result violates my right as a citizen and inconsistent with the laws of the United States.”

In 1969, there was no free agency.  Players were bound to their contracts with their original team.  This was known as the reserve clause.  On January 16, 1970, Curt Flood shocked the baseball world and America by filing suit against Major League Baseball and its reserve clause.  Baseball had faced legal challenges in the past, but never had a player of Flood’s caliber attempted to assail the game’s sacred clause.

The St. Louis Cardinals’ outfielder had earned three All-Star appearances, seven Gold Gloves, and a pair of World Series championships.  Furthermore, Flood earned $90,000 a year.  He accused baseball of violating the 13th amendment, barring slavery and involuntary servitude.  With a few exceptions, the public and the media initially reacted to Flood’s action in utter disbelief, branding the outfielder as a trader.  Although, through the course of the case, Flood gained more of the public’s sympathy as the truly antiquarian nature of the reserve clause became known.  The remarkable thing was that Flood lost the case.  They felt baseball should simply stay the same.

New Idealism: Profound Words
By: Dwight Williamson II 

Paul Robeson, a name, a symbol, a voice, and now, a legend, but the most amazing thing about this extraordinary man may be the fact that so few people know of him.  Robeson is an icon of freedom, strength, perseverance, courage, and success.  He defines a true Renaissance man.

Born in Princeton, New Jersey, on April, 9, 1898, Paul Robeson was a multitalented man whose artistic and political careers fostered much controversy, but also instigated dramatic changes.  Always an activist, he used his fame to promote the rights for working people everywhere.  Paul Robeson often said, “I’ll teach my children’s children’s children to love my father’s enemy.”  He sought to find justice in an unjust world.

Early in life, he excelled.  He graduated with distinction in Sommerville and won a scholarship to Rutgers University, where he was both an All-American athlete and scholar.  During his junior year, he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and earned twelve athletic letters in baseball, basketball, football and track, and was chosen during his senior year for the Walter Camp All-American team.

Upon graduating with honors, he delivered this valedictorian speech, The New Idealism, which provides accurate insight to what he stood for.  Robeson took center stage wherever he went and people listened to him.  He wanted people to have control of their destinies, in a framework of peaceful coexistence between all races.

Open Your Eyes: Human Decency
By: Garrian Jones

With a closed heart we become blind to one’s humanity and with closed eyes we sometimes forget our differences.  In a utopian society, would be a world with open hearts and open eyes, with sensitivity and understanding of all races and religions.

 After finishing law school and earning his degree, Paul Robeson was hired by a firm to work.  There he again encountered racism and discrimination.  As the cartoon displays, the secretary responded to his request by refusing to take dictation for him.  He found that in all realms of life there were people saying no to him.  This confirms the notion that people expect to see certain images.  When we think of the typical lawyer, the face of Paul Robeson would probably not be our first thought.  These preconceived notions provide the framework for a disrespectful and discriminating world and result in the type of reactions present in this artwork.

Given the Chance: The Game of Life
By: Garrian Jones

It may appear that this is a comical piece that uses fictitious characters and pokes fun at the roughness of the game of football, but this is a factual dialogue between Paul Robeson and his head coach at Rutgers University.

Paul Robeson was the first African American football player at Rutgers and also one of the two African Americans in the school during his entire undergraduate career; therefore, he faced the obstacles alone and battled at the forefront.

The event represented is Robeson at his second day of football practice playing in a scrimmage.  As a young freshman, he was abused by his fellow teammates.  They tried to tear him apart, which they hoped would deter him away from staying on the squad.

This temper and rage was a result of the events that took place the day before.  Robeson remembers, “One boy slugged me in the face, smashed my nose, just smashed it… When I fell down, another got me with his knee, just came over and fell on me.  He managed to dislocate my shoulder.”

Robeson was representing a race, principle and a dream.  What many saw as a privilege became seen as a breakthrough.  Robeson was the voice of all young African American males who wanted to play football and attend college.  His initial role led to the acceptance of other African Americans becoming integrated into a changing sports arena.

Intellectual Athleticism: In the Zone
By: Dwight Williamson II

Historically, African American athletes were excluded from mainstream sports. It would be hard to imagine a contest in football or basketball without an African American presence in modern society. Paul Robeson excelled in four sports, basketball, track and field, baseball and football. On the gridiron, Robeson often had to overcome opposing teams and fans shouting racial slurs and physically attempting to harm him illegally. As Paul Robeson II states, “Dad was one known as one of the smartest players in the game. Football became a metaphor and way for him to deal with societal conflict, an art form.” Today, little credit is given to the black athlete, male or female, for their combination of cognitive and psychomotor skills. The terms “athleticism” and “athlete” have taken on the meaning of natural skills and are often labeled and attached to African American males dominating their craft. Little significant scientific evidence has been found that affirms these stereotypes, but the issue has been debated since African Americans achieved in sports.

Renaissance Man: Paul Robeson-Versatility 
By: Garrian Jones

Paul Robeson, scholar, student, actor, lawyer, athlete, and activist.  With achievements unparalleled, he was a distinguished renaissance man.  His unique character surprised the popular culture of the 1930s and 1940s.  He was a man of authority and pride, fighting for the voices of different races, ethnicities, genders, and classes.  With passion and a powerful legacy, Robeson left the world while fighting oppression.

Paul Leroy Robeson was born on April 9, 1898, in Princeton, New Jersey to the parents William Drew and Maria Louisa Robeson.  His father, once a slave, taught him the wide gaps between the haves and have-nots.  He recognized the class and racial oppression and created principles which fostered change, as his ideals were a world view unrecognizable.
Paul Robeson was an image that combined athleticism, academics, acting, singing, law, activism, and success with all of them.  He was a superior human being whose efforts will always be remembered.  His struggle was monstrous, as were his accomplishments.

Rough Waters: The Struggle 
By: Dwight Williamson II

Paul Robeson, Harry Edwards, and C. Keith Harrison all exemplify the African American role model that remains hidden in our society.  Each of these men came from different backgrounds, but their lives parallel in their striking efforts to fight for racial issues and sports.

Paul Robeson was a two time All-American football player who went on to become one of the country’s most prominent figures in entertainment and social activism.

 Dr. Harry Edwards is a sociologist at the University of California-Berkley.  He is also special consultant to the San Francisco 49ers.  A decade ago, he was hired by MLB to address racial concerns after sensitive comments were made within the league.  And he is probably most noted for being a strong force behind the black-fist protest by African American athletes at the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City.

C. Keith Harrison is an assistant professor in the Division of Kinesiology at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.  The author of many articles and orator of many speeches, Dr. Harrison has made it his mission to spread the ideas of education-athleticism partnership as equal aspirations for the youth of today.  His recently opened educational center marks a lab environment that highlights the accomplishments and ongoing research pertaining to race and gender in sport, and continues to research the issues of race, culture, and sport.

All are scholar-athletes and scholar-activists, and each has paddled through the harsh waters of racism and ignorance in both of these arenas.  As Harry Edwards advocated, “We must teach our children to dream with their eyes open.”  These great words of wisdom represent a struggle of many African Americans.

Life after Sports: The Transition 
By: Jennifer Johnson

Paul Robeson had an illustrious stint as a scholar-athlete at Rutgers University and would continue this balancing act as a Columbia Law School student and a professional football player for the Akron Pros and the Milwaukee Badgers. Robeson also tutored Latin. During the early years of professional football, salaries were more modest and players held other jobs outside of being an athlete. Even with this fact, Robeson’s paradigm of using professional sports to set up a career as a lawyer and actor has relevance for today’s entertainer or athlete. Considering that the average professional career in the major three sports of football, basketball and baseball is less than five years, athletes today would be wise to prepare for life after sport. Robeson was remarkable with his time management skills, attending Columbia Law School during the week, games and plays on the weekend, returning back to New York City during the week—often studying on the subway.

I wish I was a Baller: Professionalism
By: Garrian Jones

Ask any young individual to define the term “baller” and you will hear words like jock, money, fame, cars, women, etc… all of which they hope to one day possess.  In the case of Michael Jordan versus Bill Gates, who fits the definition of “baller”?  Jock or nerd, sports or academics, where do we define these classifications of stardom?  Both are household names, but which image do we see plastered to a young child’s wall?  The answer is simple.

Jordan’s manicured physique, unprecedented fame and fortune and legacy as an accomplished professional fit this mold.  The fact that he has been emulated as an immortal being, by youths and adults alike, has insured that his voice and actions speak louder than any other contemporary black professional to date.

Gates on the other hand, has risen to the top by ingenious wit.  His financial planning, investment techniques and financial market “smarts” has impeded upon him the title of “the most successful man in America,” and worldwide at that.

In this piece, Jordan stands tall aside his counterpart Bill Gates, who sits atop a pile of money, signifying his power.  Jordan’s voice rings out in the distance, as he grips the ball with ease.  The ball can also be seen as his hands around the world and the power that he has gained through his reigning fame.

 “Why does everyone want to be like Mike, when you can be a baler like me?” questions Gates.  Jordan responds, “Because you don’t look like a baler.  I do.”  Is status about image or the makings of how we get to where we are?  The process!

 

Jackie Robinson: Stealing Home
By: Jennifer Johnson

I never had it made, neither do they.  April 15, 1947, Jackie Robinson became the first African American in the 20th century to play baseball.  Breaking the Major League Baseball’s color barrier, he stood defiantly against those who would work against equality, his accomplishments defined heroism.

The black and white artwork clearly exposes the harshness of the times and the definitive lines that were not to be crossed.  As Robinson stands before the door of opportunity, he seems to be almost closing it.  Is he in or out?  Judging by his successful struggle to play in the Major Leagues, one can assume that Robinson is shutting the door behind himself.  He was in.  Or, on the other hand, we can see the outstretched arm opening the door behind him and inviting the opportunity for others to follow in his footsteps.  Either interpretation displays Robinson’s breakthrough.

Jackie’s feet, which cannot be seen, but can be implied, are soiled in the ground of the baseball diamond.  He stands alone, for he is the first- the leader of the African American integration into the game of baseball.  The door labeled opportunity stems from the dark unknown path.  The corridor has no shades of light and its striking blackness is dreary and uninviting, much like the path of many early pioneers.  In the distance, we still see the doors of management, ownership, and education tied shut, as the struggle continues.

Rebels with a Cause: Human Rights
By: Garrian Jones

In contemporary society we rarely hear of athletes involved in politics, especially African American athletes.  Historically, politics and sport were a way of life for many black athletes, prominent in the civil rights era.  Pictured here are some of the icons of that time: Jim Brown, Bill Russell, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Michael Warren, Charlie Taylor, and last but not least, Muhammed Ali, who symbolized the politics that divided the country- war and racism.  By refusing to go fight in the Vietnam War, Ali exposed the hypocrisy of the United States, while maximizing his power as an athlete, to impact political issues.  These black athletes sacrificed all the things that go with the big time superstar: fame, money, power, and status to support Ali and his quest for something more important than any game- the fame of life.

 

Symbols of Power: Icons of our Youth
By: Dwight Williamson II

Racism historically has been overt and physically violent in many instances.  The institution of sport is and has struggled with the integration of African Americans, other ethnic groups, and women.  Two case studies that span almost a century are Jack Johnson and Tiger Woods, and themes for their respective plights illuminate the conservative traditions of sport and society.

The boxing heavyweight championship belt was perceived to belong to whites only, linking to the segregation of Jim Crow laws.  When Jack Johnson championed the top slot in 1908, a white challenger was called out of retirement to “restore the honor of the race” as historically documented.  As a result of Johnson defeating Jim Jeffries, riots erupted and the films of the fight were prohibited.

In 1997, Eldrick “Tiger” Woods set twelve records in becoming the youngest player ever to win the Masters.  Racial slurs and death threats continue to follow this star golfer.

It is clear that both men invaded territory that was not occupied as a norm for African Americans.  Winning fair and square does not erase beliefs, attitudes, and feelings about superiority and inferiority.  This theory of sports is present in other sport aspects such as player positions, head coaches, and ownership of teams.

Women of the Future: Where are you headed?
By: Jennifer Johnson

As young women we are heavily encouraged to participate in extracurricular activities, sports being the one activity in which young girls are most pressured to take part in.  When the talent is discovered the young lady is persuaded to follow her skills and she becomes more competitive as she enters the high school arena.  She pushes harder to rise to the skill level of fellow peers and in most cases, challenges her mail counterparts to sharpen her skills and rise above the best player in her league.  Offers to play at prestigious colleges arise, only building more pressure to continue to play through the post-secondary schooling.  With the support of her family, teachers, and friends, she goes off to college, competing amongst the best players within the women’s NCAA conference teams.  The years roll by and as her senior year approaches, wishful thinking from coaches and teammates escalate as professional leagues petition bids for players.  What does she do?  Does she make it? NO.

Only 1 in 66,000 girl basketball players actually make it to the pro leagues after finishing college.  That’s a crippling fact that most female college players will eventually have to realize.  Before the start of the WNBA, the only chance one had to play after college was overseas or in the American Basketball League in the States.  The chances of being selected to try out for one of these leagues were slim.  Teams were small and funding scarce.  Times were tough and competition high.  Now the WNBA has been established and gained an ever growing audience.  The opportunities have increased, but only by a miniscule percentage.

You Never Know: Options

By: Dwight Williamson II

Jarrett Irons had an experience that few student-athletes could ever fantasize about. A two- time captain, All-American at linebacker, and Michigan football all century team, Irons was destined for a long professional National Football League career. But the NFL in reality stands for “Not For Long.” Jarrett bounced back by completing his Masters Degree in 1999 in the Department of Sports Management and Communication (SMC) at the same school where his athletic prowess was known to the entire United States. Jarrett during his two years in graduate school maximized this visibility and experiences as a student-athlete by co-teaching a class with the Associate Director of Research at the time (Dr. Bruce Watkins); presenting two scholarly papers at national conferences; publishing a book chapter; and completing a thesis and orally defending it (the first graduate student in SMC to perform this task). Jarrett was a true humanitarian often speaking to youth in the communities of Detroit, Ypsilanti and Ann Arbor. Jarrett’s final performance came at the Kinesiology Commencement in April of 1999, where he was honored as a graduate student representative on stage. Jarrett delivered a speech moving many in attendance with his words, compassion, knowledge and insights. Jarrett brought the house down by sweeping through his plight while at Michigan, saying that “I have learned that what I am getting today (a Masters Degree), no one can take ever take away from me.” Irons appropriately pointed at this skull, believing that his mind is more important than any tackle he ever made, trophy he ever received, or magazine cover he ever represented.

Miller Time

By: Jennifer Johnson

Cheryl Miller is one of the greatest players in the history of women's basketball.  Miller burst onto the national scene in the early 1980s when she led USC to consecutive national titles in 1983 and 1984.  She was the first player to "elevate" the women's game with her superior leaping ability.  Her overall basketball and athletic skills enabled her to dominate games at every level she played. In 1984, she led the U.S. women to their first Olympic gold medal.  Two years later, she led the U.S. to titles in the World Championship of Basketball and the Goodwill Games.  Miller was voted ESPN Woman Athlete of the Year in 1985, and in 1986 she was the first woman basketball player to be nominated for the prestigious Sullivan Award (1985-86).  She was the first athlete - male or female - to have her number retired by the university.  She was inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1995 - at the time, one of only 11 women who have been so honored.

Miller's enthusiasm and leadership on the court carried over into her professional life where she excelled in both broadcasting and coaching.  Miller first worked as a broadcaster for ABC, where she handled a variety of assignments including reports for Wide World of Sports.  In 1995, she joined Turner Sports as an analyst and reporter for NBA coverage on TNT and TBS. In November 1996, she became the first female analyst to work on a nationally televised NBA game.  Miller returned to USC in 1993 as the head coach, and, again she excelled.  During her two seasons as coach, USC had a 44-14 record for a .759 winning percentage, and in 1994, USC won the Pacific-10 Conference title.  She currently coaches the WNBA Phoenix Mercury.

Miller's impact on the game was and is unmatched.  She was someone future players could emulate, a voice for both her gender and her race, and a hero to her generation. She is one-half of the greatest sister-brother basketball combination in history.  Younger brother Reggie of the Indiana Pacers followed in her golden footsteps when he represented the United States on the 1996 Dream Team at the Atlanta Olympics.

Me against the World: Tupac Shakur 114.735
By: Garrian Jones

Media portrayals of African American males have stereotypically characterized three images: the athlete, the entertainer, and the criminal.  These limiting categories have forced those in the spotlight to be scrutinized and consciously distorted.  For example, the media’s portrayal of Tupac Shakur as a tattooed thug has focused public attention on his alleged crimes, instead of his music.  The drawing here addresses this issue and asks the question, “How would Tupac be represented as an athlete?”  By dressing him in uniforms from football, baseball, and basketball, the prominent sports played by African American males, Tupac has been transformed into another image that the media has deemed fitting for him.  His seven-day theory: How to survive the battle with society is a marked answer to the question posed.  Tupac argues that there are ten rules, taught to him by his father that will “make peace with the demons.”  With emotional depth, he advocated a society in which we could raise ourselves; so, we could become our own father figures.  He is quoted saying, “I want to be part of the generation that builds the groundwork for us to raise each other.”  His words were raw and graphic, but poignant and meaningful.  From the athlete figures to the hip-hop rappers, icons are the voices that are heard, so we must keep their words solidified with love.  There is a definite link between Tupac’s plight and the path of so many black males in sport and society.  Tupac’s music, life, and vision answer many questions about the legacy and history of black men in America.

The Truth: African American Males
By: Robert Matthew Hicks

Detached from reality, the eyes become mesmerized.  These are the eyes of young African American males.  As they shift to the left, all they can see is football and as they shift to the right, all they can see is basketball.  The vision ahead is blurry and the effort to make it clear is just too difficult.  They are surrounded by images of athletes.  The money flows, the recognition is high and the title is “cool”.
 

The young African American male struggles to see the truth.  Like the artwork displays, the individual who pursues a career with a background in academia is swallowed in the staggering unknown statistic.  The large 98 is filled with various professions that are looked past by many African American makes: doctors, scientists, painters, etc… The list goes on and on, but its message is ignored.  All possess the physique of strength and power, but the true athlete is he who can foster the development of his brain, too.  The scholar athlete!

Careers in the athletic arena are few and far between, but unfortunately we give this false hope to the youth of American.  We direct them towards sports by promoting the icon figures of the professional athlete, rather than that of ‘the professional…”

The Dilemma: Negotiating Space
By: Garrian Jones

W.E.B. Dubois articulated during his stint as a sociologist and scholar that the Negro deals with negotiating the black and white worlds. Well before this famous statement, William Shakespeare wrote one of his most eminent works called “Othello”, which situates a moor warrior in a predominantly white society. Historically, black masculinity has been constructed in relation to themes such as fear, strength, athletic prowess and bestiality. At the turn of the 20th century, D.W. Griffith’s movie Birth of a Nation promoted propaganda that affirm biased and patriarchal hegemony that promotes the status quo. Modern films such as The Green Mile, The Best Man, and The Hurricane address the status of the African American in society from a different perspective, challenging traditional notions and stereotypes of the “status bro”(athlete, entertainer, and criminal). Two other men stood “out the box” of reality in terms of perceiving black male behavior. Tupac Shakur and Paul Robeson were voices of the people. Both men advocated world peace, diversity, and the understanding of various complexities of the black male. Dr. Todd Boyd articulates the dilemma of black masculinity candidly: “Black men have always had a different take on the world. The distinct style of the truly disadvantaged Black male is not new, but the currents that have forced a response are. Thus the resulting cultural products are representative of the situation. When we listen to the phat beats of the latest gangsta rap tunes or witness the grace and determination with which certain ballplayers float through the air, and note not only how much money these movements are worth but how these events can be seen to define certain aspects of America, we are witnessing the magic of what it means to be a Black man in America. When we read about another `gang-related’ shooting or the squandering of another million by a star athlete, we are witnessing the underside of this magic. Magic, here, is transformed into voodoo. When we combine the two sides, maybe we can begin to understand the impact that America has on Black men and the impact that Black men have on America.”

The Many Hats of Paul Robeson

After finishing his collegiate career at Rutgers University, Paul Robeson continued his educational pursuits by enrolling at Colombia University Law School. Though he later found that law was not his passion, Robeson directed his energies towards the theater. In 1922 Robeson made his theatrical debut in Taboo. His acting career includes performances in Simon the Cyrenian, Toussaint L'Ouverture, All God's Chillun Got Wings, The Emperor Jones, Body and Soul, Black Boy, Porgy, Show Boat, Othello, Sanders of the River, Basalik, Stevedore, Song of Freedom, King Solomon's Mines, Jericho, and Tales of Manhattan. Along with performing in plays and films, Robeson was an accomplished singer, traveling the world and eventually releasing two albums, Paul Robeson Sings and Solid Rock. 

Running to Defeat: Strength, Courage, and Confidence

By: Jennifer Johnson
Wilma Rudolph was an exceptional African American track and field athlete who overcame a debilitating childhood illness and went on to become the first American woman to win three gold medals in the 100-meter dash, the 200-meter dash, and the 400-meter relay. When she returned home to Tennessee, she was honored by her hometown’s first racially integrated parade.

She worked her way through school and later became a coach and teacher. On November 12, 1994, Wilma Rudolph died of a brain tumor at the age of fifty-four. In her short life, she accomplished a lifetime of achievements, rising about the racism and segregation of her time. She is quoted as saying, “If you accept me, accept my people.” She was a hero to many people: women, African Americans, physically disabled, impoverished, etc. She represented an inspirational determination to overcome all obstacles and to live by your convictions.

The twentieth child of twenty-two, she shined in more ways that one. She became one of the most decorated women in U.S. Olympic history. She is also noted for receiving the Sullivan award, given to the top amateur athlete in the U.S. Subsequent honors included the Black Sports Hall of Fame, the U.S. Track and Field Hall of Fame, the U.S. Olympic Hall of Fame, the National Women’s Hall of Fame, and in 1993 became the first recipient of President Clinton’s National Sports Award. A true champion, she ran her way to glory!

The Hammer: Chasing a Dream

By: Jennifer Johnson
Henry “Hank” L. Aaron said in his acceptance speech to the Hall of Fame, “I feel especially proud to be standing here where some years ago Jackie Robinson and Roy Campanella paved the way and made it possible for me and other blacks hopeful in baseball. They proved to the world that a man’s ability is limited only by his lack of opportunity.” And through much tribulation he made sure that the opportunities were made available to him.

Hank Aaron was the greatest home run hitter of all time. For most professional baseball players that title would suffice, but Aaron wanted to be “the best baseball player that I could possibly be.” He ranks first in total bases, first in runs batted in and third in career hits. He is a baseball immortal with an infamous statistic underlying his success. His 715th home run broke Babe Ruth’s record and was voted to be one of the greatest moments in the history of baseball. He hit a record 755 home runs in his career.

Growing up in a home with little material goods, he was encouraged to finish high school and continue onto college despite heavy recruiting to play baseball. With an abundance of love and discipline from home, he completed high school and as and unassuming man went on to play baseball. He was quiet because the South imposed that on him through segregation and he was modest, also an influence from his upbringing, but he is best remembered as a driven and accomplished man. 

Father Knows Best

By: Jennifer Johnson
Long before Jackie Robinson integrated Major League Baseball, early African American male scholar-athletes graced many of the elite institutions as both scholars and athletes. Some of the names include William Henry Lewis (Amherst, Harvard), Jerome “Brud” Holland (Cornell), Ralph Bunche (UCLA), Charles Drew (Amherst) and the one and only Paul Robeson of Rutgers University. Before Robeson went on to achieve Phi Beta Kappa, All-American athlete and elite academic, athletic and social honors—barriers stood in his path. Robeson was experiencing his reality colliding with racist ideology. His teammates resisted his presence with overt acts of violence and inhumanity, but he survived. The support of his brother and his father’s famous quote gave him the strength, courage and perseverance to succeed despite the “player hating” literally occurring. Paul internalized his father’s words immediately following his first practice. “It was tough going for a seventeen year old and I didn’t know whether I could take any more. But my father had impressed upon me that when I was on a football field, or in a classroom, or anywhere else, I was not there just on my own. I was the representative of a lot of Negro boys who wanted to play football and wanted to go to college, and as a representative, I had to show I could take whatever was handed out…our father wouldn’t like to think our family had a quitter in it.”

Just the Two of Us: Early Pioneers

By: Jennifer Johnson

Paul Robeson and Robert Davenport were the only two African American students on campus from 1916-1919. While Robeson participated in both academic and athletic life, Davenport was strictly a scholar and well respected around campus. Train rides to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Harlem, New York were part of their coping mechanisms and adaptation to a predominately white institution with no cultural extension to students of color. During these train rides, they would discuss school, politics and the future of African Americans. African American peers of the two gentleman attended schools back east and allowed them to have a positive identity. These men were scholars before black 

Intellectuals were embraced in the academy and paved the way for other students of color, not just at Rutgers University, but throughout American higher education.
Controlling Masculinity: Body Politics
Since early civilization, there has been a tension between white manhood and black masculinity. Ida B. Wells was one of the stronger advocates for re-directing the discourse to thus abolish the lynching practices of American culture. This issue has taken on new forms of overt hatred, while still remaining a problem of overt manifestation. Movies that illuminate the dilemma of the African American male in society include The Hurricane, The Green Mile, and Othello. In terms of sports media, we as viewers are often projected to extremes. We one day see the success of the African American entertainer and an athlete and the next day we see a few of these same individuals in legal trouble with the law. These images of black males in the psyche of all Americans still reveal perceptions of violence, sexuality, criminality, and apathy.

