or that it wouldn’t be subject to pe-
riodic revision (as would only be
right for such a dynamic institu-
tion), but only that it should be
well-thought out, well in advance,
and that deviations from the ac-
cepted plan should have to be well-
justified.

Such a plan would outline which
buildings and spaces on campus
should be preserved in perpetuity
as important touchstones of the
past (as the current plan begins to
do), provide for the beautification,
maintenance, and timely rehabilita-
tion of existing campus resources
as necessary, and provide for the
logical growth and thoughtful inte-
gration of the campus with the sur-
rounding communities and environ-
ment. The plan should also identify
sites that provide exciting opportu-
nities for creative new construction,
such as the parking lots at Thomp-
son, Division and Packard streets.

Development of sites like these
can provide for the growth of the
university, help to mitigate the un-
seemly edge conditions on the
fringes of the campus, provide a
sense of place that is much lacking
in many such locations and provide
a gateway experience for those en-
tering the campus.

These are all the sorts of issues a
well-considered master plan should
address, and the present plan pro-
vides a good starting place for do-
ing so.

By renewing the university’s
commitment to historic preserva-
tion (starting with the Frieze Build-
ing) and to master planning, Pres-
ident Coleman can ensure that she
will leave a truly honorable legacy
to the university and the state of
Michigan, for which the university
community and the citizens of the
state would owe her a debt of grati-
tude for generations to come.

Jeremiah L. Mason is resident of Ann Arbor
and first-year graduate student at the
University of Michigan in the archives and
records management program at the
School of Information. News readers can
contribute essays of general interest to
Other Voices. Please call the editorial page
editor at 994-6764.

. o . LEISA THOMPSON, THE ANN ARBOR NEWS
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