Freshman Survival Guide
Welcome to the University of Michigan! 

As you are making the final preparations for your move over to Ann Arbor, I’m sure that you will encounter many problems, like how to get around, where to stay and even where to shop for your essentials upon reaching the university town of Ann Arbor. To smoothen out such difficulties, the UMSSA Freshmen Welcome Program has compiled the following Freshman Survival Guide for incoming freshmen. This guide complements the Freshman Survival Checklist and should greatly facilitate your move to Ann Arbor. 

However, should you still have any questions, please feel free to contact our manpower committee member, Christine at the following email: chrisiew@umich.edu 

1. Transport Information
1.1 Airport Information
Detroit Metropolitan Airport (DTW, aka Metro-Wayne County) is the closest airport servicing all major airline carriers domestically and internationally. It is located approximately 25 miles east of Ann Arbor. 

Taxis, shuttles, and rental car agencies are available. All forms of transportation accept cash or credit cards. Driving time to Ann Arbor from the Detroit Metro Airport is approximately 30-40 minutes. 

1.2 Taxi Information

The most common way of getting from the airport to the University is by taxi. The following table shows the most updated costs for a trip from the airport to Ann Arbor.

Taxi Companies:
Ann Arbor Metro provides door-to-door cab service and shuttle service to and from the DTW airport from Ann Arbor. 

Contact Information: (734) 507-9220.                                                                                 Cost for the cab service: $30 plus tip one way.                                                                 Cost for the shared shuttle service (small van): $20 plus tip one way. 

Independent Taxi Service also provides both cab service and shuttle service to and from the DTW airport from Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti areas.       

Contact Information: (734) 485-5555.                                                                              Cost for cab service: $35 one way.                                                                                    Cost for a shared ride: $20 one way. 

Custom Transit provides transportation between the airport and Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti areas.                                                                                                                           Contact Information: (734) 971-5555. 





       Cost for shared ride shuttle service: 

	# of Passengers
	1-Way
	Round Trip

	1
	$26
	$47

	2
	$36
	$68

	3
	$40
	$72

	4
	$45
	$75

	5-8
	$56
	$102


Other Transport Companies:

	Cabs 

	A2 Area MetroRide


	(734) 709-1204


	US $ 45 per vehicle

	Accent Transportation Service


	(800) 346-9884


	

	Ann Arbor Taxi


	(734) 214-9999


	

	Metro Connection Airport Service


	(734) 347-4007


	

	Blue Taxi
	(734) 846-0007
	

	Sedans / Vans

	Ann Arbor Airport Service
	(734) 320-9007
	US $30 per person one way

	Airport Transportation Service
	(734) 930-0600
	US $ 45 - $ 65 one way

	Metro Cars
	(800) 456-1701
	

	Executive Sedan Services
	(734) 668-8282
	

	VIP Transportation
	(734) 623-2996
	


The above phone numbers will also be very useful in getting around Ann Arbor. Unlike in Singapore, it is uncommon to see taxis plying the streets of Ann Arbor. Instead, the usual practice is to call for a cab when you really need one. These cabs could take as long as half an hour to one hour to arrive.

If you do not wish to call up the taxi companies before your arrival at the Airport, you can flag a taxi outside the airport after collecting your luggage. This will cost approximately US $ 50.

2. Hotel Recommendations

If you are planning on arriving before the move-in date listed on your residence hall contract, you could check yourself into one of the following hotels. The hotels are listed in order of best value in terms of proximity to the University of Michigan and cost. The listed cost is the estimated rate per night for a room with two queen-size beds.
Lamp Post Inn

2424 E Stadium Blvd

Ann Arbor, MI 48104

Phone: (734) 971-8000

Website: http://www.lamppostinn.com/index.html

Cost: $49.99
Best Value Inn & Suites-Ann Arbor

3505 S. State Street

Ann Arbor, MI 48108

Phone: (734) 665-3500

Website: http://www.bestvalueinn.com/bestv.cfm?idp=756

Cost: $53.00
Motel 6

3764 S State St

Ann Arbor, MI 48108

Phone: (734) 665-9900

Website:http://www.motel6.com/ms/checkavailability.do?property=1247&numberOfAdults=&arrivalDate=&departureDate=&redicardNumber=&RHDnumber=&corporatePlusNumber=&travelAgentNumber=&BTR=YourPlaceToStay.asp&VID=

Cost: $57.99
Extended StayAmerica Detroit - Ann Arbor

1501 Briarwood Cir. Dr.

Ann Arbor, MI 48108

Phone: (734) 332-1980

Website:http://www.extendedstayamerica.com/minisite/services/main.asp?HotelID=705

Cost: $64.99
Days Inn of Ann Arbor

2380 Carpenter Rd

Ann Arbor, MI 48108

Phone: (734) 971-0700
Website:http://www.daysinn.com/DaysInn/control/Booking/property_info?propertyId=04264&brandInfo=DI

Cost: $69.99
Campus Inn

615 East Huron St

Ann Arbor, MI 48104

Phone: (734) 769-2200

Website: http://www.campusinn.com/home.html

Cost: $216.00
3. Shopping in Ann Arbor

After settling down in Ann Arbor and walking down Main Street, you would probably be wondering where you could go to do some serious shopping. Well, fret not. Shopping in Ann Arbor can actually be fun! Setting up your new home in Ann Arbor and going grocery shopping with your friends will be a new experience for many of you and the FWP committee has came up with a list of shops essential for you to buy the basic necessities. 

The shopping guide gives a brief description to the different shopping malls. For a more detailed guide, please refer to http://www.mapquest.com/
The bus guide can be found at http://www.theride.org/
3.1 Arborland Mall
Located on Washtenaw Ave at US-23. Stores include Borders, Old Navy, Marshall’s, Circuit City, Bed Bath and Beyond, Toy R Us, Hiller’s Market, Office Max

Directions from Michigan Union in Central Campus
By car: Head south on State St. and turn left onto Hill St. Take Hill to Washtenaw Ave. and turn right. Arborland will be on your left, just before US-23.

By bus: Take Route #4 from the Blake Transit Center (on Fourth Ave. between William and Liberty Streets) or from the stop at Washtenaw and S. University.

Directions from Pierpont Commons in North Campus

By car:
Take Bonisteel south to Fuller Rd and turn left. Stay on Fuller to Huron Parkway then turn right. Take Huron Parkway to Washtenaw Ave. then turn left. Arborland will be on your left, just before US-23.

By bus: Take Route #4 from the Blake Transit Center (on Fourth Ave, between William and Liberty Street.

3.2 Briarwood Mall

Located off State St. at Eisenhower Parkway. Stores include Marshall Field’s. Jacobson’s, Sears, JC Penney, Gap, Abercrombie and Fitch, Disney Store, and many more.

Directions from Michigan Union in Central Campus

By car: Take State St. south about two miles; Briarwood will be on your right just past Eisenhower Parkway.

By bus: Take Route #6 from the Michigan Union

Directions from Pierpont Commons in North Campus

By car: Take Bonisteel south to Fuller Rd. Turn right onto Fuller and stay on it until it dead ends at Huron St. Turn right onto Huron and take it to Fifth Ave. Turn left onto Fifth until Fifth dead ends at Hill St.. Turn left and take Hill up to State St. and turn right onto State. Stay on State about two miles, and Briarwood will be on your right past Eisenhower.

By bus:Take Route #6 from the Michigan Union.

3.3 Meijer

A one-stop shopping center, selling groceries, clothes, furniture, and much, much more. Open 24 hours. Located nearby are Best Buy, Linens N Things, and CompUSA

Directions from Michigan Union in Central Campus

By car: Take State St. south to Hill Street and turn right. Take Hill down to Main St. and turn left onto Main. Continue on Main past the stadium and golf course; Main St. will become Ann Arbor-Saline Rd. Stay on Ann Arbor-Saline over I-94 and turn left at the light onto Waters Rd. Meijer will be on your right.

By bus: Take Route #16 from the Blake Transit Center (on Fourth Ave. between William and Liberty Streets).

Directions from Pierpont Commons in North Campus

By car: Take Bonisteel south to Fuller Rd. Turn right onto Fuller and stay on it until it dead ends at Huron St. Turn right onto Huron, and take it to Fifth Ave. Turn left onto Fifth until Fifth dead ends at Hill St.. Turn right onto Hill, then left onto Main St. Stay on Main past the stadium and golf course. Main St will become Ann Arbor-Saline Rd. Stay on Ann Arbor-Saline over I-94 and turn left at the light onto Waters Rd. Meijer will be on your right.

By bus: Take Route #16 from the Blake Transit Center (on Fourth Ave. between William and Liberty Streets).

3.4 Target

Discount store selling almost everything you’ll ever need. Nearby are an Office Max and a Media Play.

Directions from Michigan Union in Central Campus

By car: Take State St. south to Hill Street and turn right. Take Hill down to Main St. and turn left onto Main. Continue on Main past the stadium and golf course; Main St. will become Ann Arbor-Saline Rd. Stay on Ann Arbor-Saline over I-94 and turn right into the Oak Valley shopping complex.

By bus: Take Route #16 from the Blake Transit Center (on Fourth Ave. between William and Liberty Streets)

Directions from Pierpont Commons in North Campus

By car: Take Bonisteel south to Fuller Rd. Turn right onto Fuller and stay on it until it dead ends at Huron St. Turn right onto Huron, and take it to Fifth Ave. Turn left onto Fifth until Fifth dead ends at Hill St. Turn right onto Hill, then left onto Main St. Stay on Main past the stadium and golf course. Main St. will become Ann Arbor-Saline Rd. Stay on Ann Arbor-Saline over I-94 and turn right into Oak Valley shopping complex

By bus: Take Route #16 from the Blake Transit Center (on Fourth Ave between William and Liberty Streets

3.5 Busch’s 

Grocery store open 24 hours; 2020 Green Rd

Directions from Michigan Union in Central Campus

By car:
Take State St. south to Hill Street and turn right. Take Hill down to Main St. and turn left onto Main. Stay on Main past the stadium and golf course; turn left at the second light past the stadium to stay on S.Main, Busch’s will be on your right immediately.

By bus: Take Route #7 from the Blake Transit Center (on Fourth Ave. between William and Liberty Streets).

Directions from Pierpont Commons in North Campus

By car:
Take Murfin north to Plymouth and turn right. Take Plymouth to Green Road and turn right onto Green. Busch’s will be on your left.

By bus: Take Route #2 from the Murfin/ Plymouth stop.

3.6 Kroger

Grocery store open 24 hours; 2641 Plymouth Rd

Directions from Michigan Union in Central Campus

By car: Take State St. south. Just past the soccer fields, turn left at the light onto Stimson. Stimson dead ends at S.Industrial; Kroger is just ahead of you and a little to the right.

By bus: Take Route #6 from the Michigan Union

Directions from Pierpont Commons in North Campus

By car: Take Murfin north to Plymouth Road and turn right Stay on Plymouth about one mile and Kroger will be on your left.

By bus: Take Route #2 from the Murfin/ Plymouth stop

