ACT UP Preliminary Position Statement
Interests/Background

Started in New York City in March 1987, the AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP) is a group of separate, autonomous organizations located throughout the United States and Paris, France.  ACT UP’s primary mission is to empower individuals who are living with HIV and AIDS, promote the education of the public about AIDS, and to ultimately “end the AIDS crisis”.   
Objectives

The primary goals ACT UP would like to achieve for the Global AIDS Fund is to:

1) Increase country and organization contributions to the Global AIDS Fund.
Possible Objection: Countries and organizations should be allowed to target their money to specific outreach projects of their choice that coalesce with their philosophy.  

ACT UP Response: The Global AIDS Fund was developed because existing projects have proven ineffective in addressing HIV and AIDS.  The Global AIDS Fund is unique in its ability to share resources across country, non-profit, and private sectors.
2) Expand health care coverage by multi-national corporations to all workers, including contracted workers not considered direct employees of the company.
Possible Objection: Multi-national corporations are independent entities that should be allowed to conduct their business without government intrusion and a mandate on coverage for all employees will decrease their bottom line, resulting in withdrawal from countries that rely on a multi-national presence.

ACT UP Response: Multi-national corporations are not wholly independent entities and are subject to government control on some level.  Providing coverage to all employees will eliminate the double standard inherent in current multi-national corporation practices.  In addition, healthier workers will result in higher productivity which will increase profits.  
3) Increase HIV/AIDS education efforts directed towards destigmatizing HIV and AIDS and increasing awareness of all available pharmaceutical options.
Possible Objection: Certain non-profit organizations and countries favor more generalized education efforts and may object to outreach efforts that do not align philosophically with their beliefs, such as education about birth control, needle exchange, and outreach to certain marginalized groups such as sex workers and gays and lesbians.  Pharmaceutical companies would object on economic grounds to awareness efforts about cheaper alternative medications.
ACT UP Response:  The global community must focus its efforts on saving lives as opposed to promoting their paternalistic beliefs on the rest of society.  We must make sure we are not sacrificing millions of people to make a profit.

Recommended Policies
ACT UP recommends the following policies to achieve our objectives of empowerment, awareness, and education:

Financing

1) Globally tax all G-7 countries at 1% of GDP with revenue going to the Global AIDS Fund.
2) Reward developing countries $10 million from Fund for every 1% of GDP spent on fighting AIDS in home country.  Incentive money rewarded to countries must be directed specifically towards HIV/AIDS education, treatment, and prevention efforts.

3) Demand the Global Fund set aside at minimum 5% of Fund specifically for needle exchange and condom distribution efforts.

4) Cancel all debt of developing countries severely affected by the AIDS crisis.

Targeting

1) Direct at minimum 75% of targeting efforts towards traditionally marginalized groups (i.e. sex workers, women, youth, gays/lesbians, etc.).
Program/Activity Area

1) Add to official Global AIDS Fund policy specific written regulations mandating funding for public awareness campaigns, needle exchange, and condom distribution programs.

Intellectual Property

1) Require all pharmaceutical, biotechnology, and related companies to immediately release intellectual property restrictions in developing countries.
Costs and Benefits
ACT UP believes any incurred costs on developed countries are small compared to the benefits that would be achieved.  By demanding that developed countries provide a greater contribution to the global AIDS crisis, countries such as the US, Great Britain, and other rich nations will no longer be allowed to close their eyes to the crisis in Africa, Asia, and other traditionally neglected regions.  
The costs further levied upon pharmaceutical, biotechnology, and other private sector entities are minimal; expensive anti-retroviral drugs are inaccessible to these countries. We must make sure that all individuals have access to the best available treatments.
