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Country / Organization: Thailand

1. What objective(s) do you hope to achieve through the Global Forum.  Please rank them in terms of priority?
· The steady funding of the global fund in a way that is sensitive to the developing nature of Thailand’s economy is a high priority.
· Developing countries should be granted a particularly generous interpretation of TRIPS to allow them to manufacture or import inexpensive generic versions of patented drugs without fear of retribution from developed countries.

· Encourage the global fund to be open to a wide range of programs for fund use (including controversial needle exchange and condom distribution programs) according to the needs of individual countries.

· Encourage the global fund to be open to a wide range of target populations for fund use according to the needs of individual countries.
2. What interests (e.g., political, economic, national security, reputational, humanitarian) exist in your country/organization that underlie the objectives you identified above?

Thailand’s developing economy underscores the need for international participation in the financing of the global fund.  Without international help, Thailand will not be able to afford prevention/treatment programs necessary to curb the virus.
Thailand is one of the only developing countries with the capacity to deliver care and produce necessary AIDS drugs but cannot because of a simple lack of funds and access to drugs because of patent issues.

Thailand is credited with being one of the only developing countries with successful programs in slowing the spread of HIV/AIDS.  Programs such as the nationwide media information campaign, condom distribution, and sex education in schools has proven to be effective in lowering transmission rates.

Thailand has a globally utilized sex industry.  Transmission of the virus via commercial sex accounts for 50% of AIDS cases in Thailand.

3. What are the main strengths and weaknesses of competing objectives/positions

Within the global fund as a whole, the major weakness Thailand faces to its objectives for the fund include financing by wealthier countries.  The Currency Exchange Tax is not popular amongst countries like the United States and the United Kingdom which have significant international influence and resources.
As mentioned above, Thailand is one of the only developing countries with the capacity to deliver care and produce necessary AIDS drugs but cannot because of a simple lack of funds and access to drugs because of patent issues.

Also, Thailand is credited with being one of the only developing countries with successful programs in slowing the spread of HIV/AIDS.  Programs such as the nationwide media information campaign, condom distribution, and sex education in schools has proven to be effective in lowering transmission rates.

It is a strength that the government has recognized the AIDS crisis as a global, immediate emergency and has dedicated significant resources to stopping the disease.  Thailand has made progress in surpassing moral arguments about the disease.

4. What policies would you recommend to achieve your objectives?

Thailand would support financing the Global Fund through a global tax such as the Currency Exchange Tax.  
To make drugs less expensive, Thailand would support better enforcement of the Doha agreement and price controls on drug costs.
A policy which does not restrict use of global fund monies from going to fund programs which may be viewed as controversial internationally, but make sense locally.
A policy which does not restrict use of global fund monies from targeting groups which may be viewed as controversial internationally (sex workers and IV drug users), but make sense locally.

5. Please assess, as concretely as you can, the likely costs and benefits of your proposed policies.

Addressing treatment while also addressing prevention will be a better utilization of funds by increasing quality of life and slowing the spread of the disease.  Using the Currency Exchange Tax would not place an undue economic strain on Thailand and the country would benefit far more than it would pay in costs for this tax.

