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Collectively, the member nations of the EU are the greatest contributors to the Global Fund.  This proves our commitment to fighting AIDS in a global manner, and not just within the EU.  

While the EU does not have a high prevalence rate compared to sub-Saharan Africa, we border the countries with the fastest growing AIDs epidemic.  Although the Eastern European countries are considered middle-income countries, they do not have the crisis management infrastructure and capabilities to address their AIDS problem, therefore our efforts through the four roundtables have ensured that not only the most needy countries received Global Fund aid, but also that the countries of Eastern Europe were not ignored.  

In the Financing roundtable, the EU supported the proposal that countries contribute more than their current funding levels.  The EU supports the option to designate 25% of their contributions to Eastern Europe and Russia.  

In the Targeting roundtable, the EU supported that middle-income countries with high absolute numbers or percentages of people infected with HIV/AIDS are included as target countries of the Global Fund.  We also supported the countries newly emerging with increasingly high rates of infection are not neglected.  

In the Program/Activity Roundtable, the EU supported the majority of amendments proposed during the roundtable.  We supported allocating funds to prevention, treatment and research and believe each country or region should have automony over how funds will be distributed.  We also support that both private and public organizations be involved in developing and implementing intervention programs.  Futhermore, we strongly believe mechanisms for program monitoring and evaluations be established.  

In terms of the intellectual property rights, the EU is proud of their pharmaceutical companies and the proposal they agreed to uphold.  The EU supported the roundtable proposal and feels this takes a substantial step to help fight AIDS.  Specifically, the EU supported language that will ensure that eh countries of Eastern Europe were not left out of the negotiations and will benefit from the Global Fund.  And finally, the EU supported the pharmaceutical companies rights to retain their intellectual property rights which will enable them to continue to develop life-saving drugs.   

