
 The Drill Team demands your time, sweat,                                                                                                   
concentration, and commitment.  These are small                                                                                           
prices to pay for such a crucial component in our                                                                                              
professional development as Naval Officers. Members                                                                                                       
leave the season with, among other things, a real                                                                                                      
proficiency in drill and a new respect for their                                                                                                        
teammates.  I have witnessed a dedication to this team                                                                                                   
that is unmatched to that of previous years.  We carry                                                                                                         
the Michigan name and our Battalionõs reputation to                                                                                                
each competition, and that drives us to perform and                                                                                                                     
conduct ourselves at the highest standard.  

 Practices are the most important part of                                                                                                     
drilling, and the team demonstrated a thorough                                                                                                      
understanding of this; MIDN Sierawski drilled with a                                                                                                     
broken face, Sgt Sommer attended when he could                                                                                                                         
not keep food down, MIDN Young practiced after hitting                                                                                      
himself in the face (repeatedly) while learning exhibition                                                                                          
drill, and there are many more similar examples.  A suc -                                                                                       
cessful season is not just about the Platoon and Squad though; a close relationship with the Color 
Guard, Exhibition, and Endurance Challenge Teams ensures we have top performing Midshipmen in 
each category.  The Color Guard shares the Drill Teamõs practice schedule, and the Endurance Chal-
lenge members devise their own gut -busting physical training plan.  

 Drill Team is not for the faint of heart, as the saying goes.  Precision performance is accom-
plished only through pain, hard work, and dedication.  Extra hours on the drill field and GySgt 
Bodischõs compassion are the norm.  Discipline, immediate response to orders, and self-confidence all 
result from participating in this accomplished group.  More importantly, this team will teach you the 
relationship between practice and results.  These benefits of drill, however, are significant, tangible, 
and applicable to more than just your military career.  There is a reason drill is a mainstay of the Ma-
rine Corps; it is one of the principle facets that transgresses war and peace and today remains a coveted 
custom.  What we do on Drill Team is but a fraction of what Marines go through at Boot Camp, but we 
pay homage to the enduring tradition and cornerstone of the Corps by taking the training seriously.  
  

 This was a year of firsts.   A host of new challenges, such as new weapons, a young new team, 
and two competitions back -to-back are just a few of the obstacles that the team faced.   This cadre, possi-
bly one of the most motivated in the unitõs history, met each challenge with steadfast resolve and ulti-
mately overcame and benefited from these obstacles.    The yearõs results were a testament to the teamõs 
dedication and perseverance.  None of this could have been accomplished without strong advocacy and 
encouragement from the unit, starting at the top.  Moreover, GySgt Bodisch and Capt Lance were piv-
otal parts of a very successful season.  Perquisites like a charter bus, a nice hotel, and personal dining 
dollars would simply not have been possible without their sponsorship.  

 Looking forward, the team will continue to raise the bar.   There were opportunities for under-
classmen to take more central leadership roles, and we will continue to push the team to succeed in the 
future.  This much is certain: the Drill Team has stepped up its game and is ready for the next chal-
lenge.  Every Michigan Midshipman should look forward to watching us accomplish even more next 
year, or consider joining and experience it first hand.   

 Next year, our platoon will be led by MIDN 2/C Mistovich as Drill Team Commander and 
MIDN 2/C Krawczyk as Drill Team Platoon Sergeant.           

Performance at Memphis Drill Meet    -MIDN 2/C Seglem                          
1st Place Platoon Basic                     
1st Place Endurance Challenge - òAó Team                                                
1st Place Platoon Exhibition                                              
4th Place Endurance Challenge - òBó Team                                                                 
2nd Place Individual Exhibition - MIDN 2/C Topping                                       
4th Place Two -Man Exhibition Team                    
4th  Place Overall out of 29 competing  teams        
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Coming in as a last minute recruit for the Endurance Challenge team, I quickly realized what I had gotten                                               

myself into. Our workouts typically consisted of a rather lengthy run, sprinkled with some calisthenics along the way.                                              

The eight of us usually started our Thursday morning runs at North Hall, and after weaving all through Ann Arbor for                                                      

about six miles, ended there as well. After a few miles, we would usually stop at a park or some sort of grassy area                                                

for some calisthenics. The uniform was, of course, boots and utes. Fortunately for me, I was able to acquire a                                                 pair of 

boots from MIDN Erwin.  For the competition it was almost required that every participant have the lighter                                                versions of 

either the Navy or Marine boots, called Bates Lights.  The ones issued at Freshman Orientation would not have done                                                                   

the job.  I will affirm the statement that those boots actually did feel like running shoes, which I felt skeptical about at first. 

The actual Endurance Challenge competition at the University of Memphis consisted of a total of 6.9 miles, 200 push-ups, 400 crunches, 

75 pull-ups, and one rope climb per person.  The format of the competition followed a format that was based merely on overall time required to 

complete the challenge.  Because of this format, we were never running against another team; we were running against the clock.  Rather than all 

the teams starting at the same time, the teams had staggered start times.  The clock started on the first push-up and ended when the last person 

reached the top of the rope.  The race started with the 4-man team completing a total of 200 push-ups allowing only one person to go at a time, 

followed by a 2.3 mile run around the University of Memphis.  After the run, the team did 400 crunches as a whole followed by the same 2.3 mile 

run.  75 pull-ups as a team followed by another 2.3 mile run took place next.  Finally, each member was required to climb a rope approximately 25 

feet high: fastest time won the competition.  Our first team had the fastest time, 58 minutes, winning by one second.  They were followed by Mar-

quette, a team that most were looking to beat because of their superb performance in Wisconsin.  Our second team finished fourth, only three 

minutes behind the first team. 

 While both teams performed magnificently, most of them will say that there were lessons to be learned from this competition.  If these 

lessons can be applied to the preparation and competition in the upcoming semesters, the University of Michigan NROTC will continue to maintain 

its formidable image.    

   -MIDN 4/C Haberer 

The Tri -Service Military Ball  

Endurance Challenge Destroys Competition  
 

Inside Story Headline  

Caption describing pic-

ture or graphic. 

 
 The University of Michigan is one of the privileged universities in the country that is                                                              
home to all three branches of the Reserve Officer Training Corps. On 13 March, Cadets and                                                                   
Midshipmen from each battalion and detachment gathered together at the Four Points Sheraton  
in Ann Arbor to celebrate their military camaraderie. It was an evening filled with dinner, cer- 
emony, and entertainment, and an event that I will look fondly upon as one of my favorite  
 of winter semester.  
 The Midshipmen, Cadets, and their dates arrived at the Four Points Sheraton ready for an enjoyable time. While the 
males looked sharp in their uniforms, females were allowed to cast their uniform and sock-buns aside for the evening to wear 
formal dresses and style their hair. It appeared to me that most females, myself included, were fond of this opportunity. 

The evening commenced when the Master of Ceremonies, an Air Force Cadet, welcomed us and introduced the head 
table, which consisted of the Unit and Battalion Commanding Officers and the guest of honor, along with their spouses and 
dates. Shortly thereafter, several Midshipmen and Cadets led the guests in toasts and we were served dinner. We enjoyed get-
ǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŀ ǎƭƛŘŜ ǎƘƻǿΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ 
own professors; Anthony England, who talked about his time working for NASA and being trained as a pilot by the Air Force. 
Upon completion of the ceremony, many Midshipmen and Cadets showed off their talent on the dance floor.   

Perhaps the most important aspect of the Tri-Service Military Ball is the fact that when we are commissioned, we are 
not only members of our respective branch, but also of the entire United States military. Thus, our interaction with the other 
services does not end when we leave Michigan. That is why tri-service events, such as Mil Ball, are valuable opportunities to 
learn about the other branches and recognize our differences as well as common bonds. All in all, I would definitely encourage 
each Midshipman to attend the Military Ball, not only to interact with the other branches, but also because it is good way to 
have fun spending time at a battalion event.  

      -MIDN 4/C Malenfant 

The òBó Team performs pushups 

with speed and intensity 
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άhǳǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

the other services does 

not end when we leave 

aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΦέ 



Battalion Commanderõs Corner 

Status of the Battalion  

 This semester weõve made 

great strides towards trying new 

things in addition to improving our 

normal day -to-day operations.  UAõs 

have been noticeably lower than in 

previous semesters. PT scores have 

improved on both the Navy and Ma-

rine side. MIDN Fedewa has im-

proved the ô2nd Optionõ Navy PT 

system as they are now more geared 

to improving PRT scores.  Weõve 

had several people removed from 

FEP, and those few that are still on 

have been working extremely hard 

to get off.  

 MIDN Crisman has done a 

great job updating the unit website.  

We finally posted some pictures on 

there that arenõt from my freshman 

year.  MIDN Roscoe updated the 

awards plaques lining the P -ways 

around North Hall.  We selected our 

first Safety Officer for the battalion 

staff, MIDN Pickett, to keep the 

battalion better informed on safety 

concerns here and around the fleet.  

MIDN 1/C Campbell introduced a 

new and improved version of the 

POD/POW to better reflect how it 

appears in the fleet.  

 The Drill Team, Color 

Guard, and Endurance Challenge 

team spent countless hours, often in 

the early morning, preparing for the 

Memphis competition.  Their hard 

work earned us 1 st in Platoon Basic, 

which is typically seen as the most 

coveted honor, 1st in Endurance 

Challenge, and an overall 4 th  place 

finish. Our reputation amongst all 

units nationwide continues to grow, 

thanks to their efforts.  

 Weõve tried some new 

things at drill to include more pla-

toon and company exercises at 

North Hall, instead of G390.  We 

didnõt always do that, but we tried 

to change as much as possible from 

the usual two -hour death -by-

PowerPoint.  We also added a Sen-

ior Seminar to give commissionees a 

leg up on basic gouge for life in the 

fleet, such as finances, housing, 

moving, etc.  

 Charlie Company staff has 

been working hard to prepare the 

Marines and Marine Options 

headed for OCS.  In addition to the 

FTX conducted in March, they will 

conduct a Bulldog prep course at 

the end of the semester, something 

weõve never attempted before. 

 We held a Mess Night this 

semester in addition to the Tri -

Service Ball, both of which were 

planned very well.  Thank you to 

MIDN Gross and her committee for 

planning Mess Night, and MIDN 

Jablonski for representing us for 

the Tri -Service Military Ball.  We 

also have MIDN 3/C Irelan to thank 

for planning our annual Run for 

Ronald.  

 I am very pleased with how 

this semester has gone.  It hasnõt 

always gone perfectly as planned, 

but thatõs inevitableéespecially 

when trying new things.  I hope you 

all felt like you got something out of 

it.  Winter semesters present some 

different challenges from the fall, 

specifically in terms of how we run 

drill and PT.  For those who will be 

on Battalion staff next winter, use 

this semester as a foundation to 

build from.  I hope that weõve 

started some new trends to set a 

precedent for the coming years.  

Respectfully,  

MIDN 1/C Hellauer  

 

 On 19 March, six Cadets from the Naval Junior Reserve Officerõs Training Corps (NJROTC) unit at Flint Central 

High School came to visit the Battalion. They and their Senior Naval Science Instructor, CDR Robinson, and Naval Science 

Instructor, MCPO Bruff, were very excited to visit and experience one of our drill periods. MIDN Gaynor planned a series of 

events including briefs and a presentation by our Drill Team to show what Midshipmen here at the University of Michigan 

and Eastern Michigan University go through on a weekly basis. Overall the visit was very informative and showed them 

what they can expect if they decide to pursue enrollment into an NROTC unit. This visit also gave the cadets a rare oppor-

tunity to see what the next step could be if they want to pursue a career in the Navy or Marine Corps as an officer. CDR 

Robinson said that he was grateful for our hospitality and felt that this experience was eye -opening for the Cadets who now 

have a better idea of what NROTC is all about. In the past, there has not been a strong link between the NJROTC unit at 

Flint Central and our Battalion. This visit may be the start of a better relationship between the two, which would be very 

beneficial for the Cadets at Flint Central, by showing them something they can strive for.  

 -MIDN 2/C Topping  

NJROTC  from Flint, MI visits the Battalion  
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A vertical replenishment during 

CORTRAMID EAST 2008.  



 Firstly, I thank those members of the unit staff who have enabled my growth as a Midshipmen over the last three 
years.  If it were not for some of them, I would not be in this program any more, let alone be scheduled to commission in 
July.  Secondly, I want to encourage those Midshipmen who will remain in the battalion when I leave this summer.  I en-
tered this unit without a scholarship.  Despite my ambition to be a Marine Officer, I found myself on the blue side of 
things and lacking many of the qualities required for success in this program.  Only through a string of fortunate circum-
stances, helpful leaders, and substantial perseverance was I able to secure a scholarship, and eventually, admission to 
Officer Candidates School.  The oft-ÑÕÏÔÅÄ ÐÈÒÁÓÅȟ ȰÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÍÁÄÅȟ ÎÏÔ ÂÏÒÎȟȱ ÉÓ ÆÁÃÔ ÂÙ ÍÙ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅȢ  /ÎÌÙ ÂÙ ÁÐÐÌÙȤ
ing oneself above and beyond what is expected can one grow into a successful leader.  I am far from the end of my leader-
ship journey, but my meager progress is a testament to what anyone can accomplish.  The building now known as North 
Hall has a history that spans over a century.  I am proud to have participated in even a small share of its story. 

 -MIDN 1/C Bertolone 

 As commissioning gets closer and closer, I get more and more excited about the opportunity to serve my country 

ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙȢ  )Ô ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÎ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÆÏÕÒ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ -ÉÃÈÉÇÁÎ ÁÎÄ )ȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË 

the current unit staff for making this last year the best.  I would also like to say good luck to the current Midshipmen and 

advise them to enjoy their time in Ann Arbor; as I have never experienced a faster four years in my life.  I would also like 

ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÍÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÆÏÕÒ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ  .Ï×ȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÏÆÆ ÔÏ 0ÅÎÓÁÃÏÌÁ ÔÏ 

make a childhood dream come true.  Go Blue!          

  -ENS Bartels, USN                                           

Farewell Battalion  

I came to the University of Michigan from Minnetonka, MN for engineering, NROTC, and Michigan sports.  During 

my four years, I learned a lot and had many great experiences.  After commissioning, I will be moving to San Diego to 

ÂÅÇÉÎ ÍÙ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÏÕÒ ÁÂÏÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ 533 0ÉÎÃËÎÅÙ ɉ$$' ωρɊȢ  )ȭÍ ÐÒÏÕÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÁÓ Á ÎÁÖÁÌ 

officer.  I have three points of advice for current Midshipmen.  First, always strive to improve yourself.  Second, get 

involved in activities that interest you.  Third, make the most of your time in college by taking chances and having fun 

whenever possible.  Never let school interfere with your education.  I want to thank my family, friends, and unit staff 

advisors for all they have taught me.  Best of luck to everyone in the future! 

-ENS Campbell, USN 
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 As a soon-to-be commissioned officer, I look forward with great excitement and enthusiasm to the challenges 

that await me in the fleet, while cherishing the great memories and experiences I encountered at the University of 

Michigan. My advice is simple: Never, under any circumstances, miss a Michigan Football game, and Go Blue!!! 

-ENS Davis, USN 

 The three best choices I've made in my life so far have been attending the University of Michigan, picking 
Aerospace Engineering as my major, and doing Naval ROTC (though there are times I would have preferred warmer 
weather, shorter nights at the library, and just a bit more sleep). Though not confirmed, I almost guarantee choosing 
Naval Aviation will be added to this list. There are plenty of smart people at this University. Few however possess the 
leadership, professionalism, and dedication of the Midshipmen in this Battalion.  As Catallus said to his departing 
ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȟ Ȱ!ÖÅ ÁÔÑÕÅ 6ÁÌÅȟ (ÁÉÌ ÁÎÄ &ÁÒÅ 7ÅÌÌȦȱ 

 -ENS Dejute, USN 



 In the years that I've spent here as a Midshipman, I've learned a great deal both about myself and others. The 

most important lesson, in my mind, is that your time here is what you make of it. You can either skate by with the bare 

minimums, or you can challenge yourself to become the type of leader that embodies the Navy spirit. We all achieve the 

same commission in the end, but as soon as you get to the fleet and try to skimp by, you will fail. Take every possible 

opportunity both on cruise and here to learn as much as you can. You have to be willing to put in the effort to see the 

desired results! Farewell to you all, I'll see you in the fleet. Good luck, and GO BLUE! 

 -ENS Grofik, USN 

 My time in the NROTC has been thoroughly enjoyable and educational. I would be lying if I said I enjoyed 

everything about NROTC, but I have had many more good times than bad. After four years here I am glad to finally be 

leaving and heading out to the fleet. Some advice for the Midshipmen: I found summer cruise to be the most educational 

experience of my college career. Have fun on summer cruise, but be sure to take advantage of everything available to you. 

7ÈÉÌÅ ÉÔȭÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÕÎȟ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎȢ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ -ÉÃÈÉÇÁÎ ×ÉÔÈ Á "Ȣ!Ȣ ÉÎ 

Economics and after commissioning, I will report to the USS Nitze (DDG 94) in Norfolk, Va.  

 -ENS Haberkorn, USN 

 It has been my pleasure getting to know all of you throughout my time here at the University of Michigan NROTC.  
No matter what you do or where you go, now or in the future, work hard, do your best, and never give up.  Best of luck to 
all of you in your future endeavors. 

 -ENS Gross, USN 
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 I was born October 1, 1986, at National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland. I grew up in Northern 
Virginia, left and spent almost three years living in Newport, RI, and then moved back to Virginia. For as long as I can 
ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒȟ )ȭÖÅ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÆÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÁÖÙȢ ) ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ -ÉÃÈÉÇÁÎ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÔÏ Á ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÏÏÄ 
sports and a good Aerospace Engineering program.  I struggled a lot as a freshman both academically and physically, and 
ÔÈÅ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÒÏÕÂÌÅ ÍÅ ÍÙ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÆÏÕÒ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÈÅÒÅȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÌÅÎÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅÓ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÍÁËÅ 
ÉÔȢ  -Ù ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÄÅÒÃÌÁÓÓÍÅÎ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÉÃË ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÑÕÉÔȟ ÅÖÅÎ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÇÅÔÓ ÈÁÒÄȢ  4ÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌf 
here, the better officer you will be when you hit the fleet.  Best of luck to all of you! 

 -ENS Hellauer, USN 

 To Captain Vanden Heuvel, the unit staff, the Battalion, and especially Captain Lance, Gunnery Sergeant Bodisch, 
and the Marines and Midshipmen of Charlie Company: Thanks for the bars.  Go Blue and Semper Fi, 

 2nd Lt Hall, USMC  

 The journey from pink princess to Navy nurse is still an ongoing process, and to be honest, it can be scary at 
ÔÉÍÅÓȢ 9ÅÔ ) ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ )ȭÖÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÓÓÏÎÓ )ȭÖÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇȢ 3Ï ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÆÉÎÄ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ 
wondering if you can make it, or whether you even want to, my suggestion is to just keep going. Remember that the 
ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÁÃËȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÆÏÒÇÅ ÁÈÅÁÄ ÁÌÏÎÅȢ 

 4ÈÁÎËÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÎ ÉÎÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÕÒ ÙÅÁÒÓȦ ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ ÉÔ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÙÏÕȦ 

"Friendship is unnecessary, like philosophy, like art... It has no survival value; rather it is one of those things that give 
value to survival." ~C. S. Lewis 

 -ENS Jones, USN 

 The University of Michigan NROTC Battalion gave me the opportunity to get my college degree and train to do 
what I always wanted: be a United States Naval Aviator.  Looking back, I am grateful for all the things I learned while I was 
a MIDN, the confidence I gained, and the respect I learned for myself and others. I can honestly say my tenure here 
improved my overall character and, ultimately, made me a better person. So my advice to the MIDN still working toward 
your commission: Stick with it, learn from your mistakes, make a commitment to constantly better yourself, keep an open 
mind and be positive. Good luck to you all.  FLY NAVY! 
 

 -ENS Keymer, USN 



 I want to say good bye and thank you to every member of the Battalion and the unit. I especially want to thank 
ÔÈÅ ÆÅÌÌÏ× ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÃÌÁÓÓȢ 7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ Á ÌÏÔ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÈÉÔÔÌÅÄ ÄÏ×Îȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÁÌÌ ÆÁÃÅÄ ÃÈÁÌȤ
lenges, but everyone of you has helped me make it through here and helped me develop not only into the kind of officer I 
×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÂÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÂÅȢ 4Ï ÔÈÅ ÕÎÄÅÒÃÌÁÓÓÍÅÎȡ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÌÌ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȟ 
ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÏØȟ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÓÕÐÐÏÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÏÕÒ Ï×Î ÐÅÒÓÏÎȢ !ÓË ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ 
×ÉÔÈ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓÎȭÔ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÈÏ× ÉÔÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÏÎÅȢ %ÎÇÁÇÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÍÉÎÄȢ 4Ï ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÆÆȟ ÔÈÁÎË 
you for all your work; for all your dedication. We can only guess at the hours you put in, the extra work you perform, all 
to help us grow and mature into officers. Thank you for that. Thank you for your experience and your dedication.  

 -ENS Roscoe, USN 

 A Simple Farewell, 

The challenges of life are not the mundane activities that transpire us in our daily walks in life; it is more the dif-
ferences one makes each and every day that affect those around us!  Each of us should continually step back and re-
evaluate ourselves.  The impact we make, no matter the size or who it is to, is what gives meaning and purpose to our 
lives! 

4ÈÅ ÃÁÒÅÅÒ ÐÁÔÈ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÁÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÎÁÖÁÌ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒÓȣÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ .%6%2 ÂÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ 53 ɉ9/5ɊȢ  -ÏÒÅ 
importantly, it will always be about the Marines and Sailors that are under our charge! 

!Ì×ÁÙÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÒÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÄÄ ÓÐÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȣÁÎÄ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒȡ 

ȰȣÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÄ ÎÏÔ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÅ ÈÁÓ ÒÅÁÃÈÅÄ ÉÎ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÓ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÏÂÓÔÁÃÌÅÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÅ 
ÈÁÓ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÏÖÅÒÃÏÍÅ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÕÃÃÅÅÄȢȱ  -Booker T. Washington 

Stay Motivated, Dedicated, Rough and Tough! 

 2nd Lt Pham, USMC 

See you in the Fleet!  
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 It has been a pleasure to work, laugh, and (sniff) cry with you.  Make sure you take advantage of your remaining 
time here in college, because I've heard that real life is totally different.  Whatever you end up doing in the fleet, do it to 
the best of your ability and with a high level of enthusiasm.  I've found (in my extensive experience) that this is the best 
method for achieving success.  I look forward to seeing you in the fleet and subsequently discussing the meteoric rise of 
Michigan football from the 2009 season onwards. 

 

 -ENS Schrock, USN 

 ,ÏÏËÉÎÇ ÂÁÃË ÁÔ ÍÙ ÆÏÕÒ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÉÎ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ ) ÃÁÎ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÔÌÙ ÓÁÙ ÏÎÅ ÔÈÉÎÇȡ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÁËÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÔÉÍÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÇÒÁÎÔÅÄȢ 
Just remember that there are always benefits that outweigh the BS you have to put up with between ROTC and college. 
You and your peers are among the best in the nation and have every opportunity to succeed. The unit staff has done a 
tremendous job preparing us not only for our future as Marine Corps and Navy Officers, but for all walks of life. For this I 
truly thank them. To the Midshipmen, OCs, and MECEPs: I thank you all for what you have taught me as well, especially 
how to maintain my poise while speaking in front of a large group while telling multiple jokes that are neither funny nor 
creative. Lastly, I am very grateful for the friends I have made from the 1/C and especially those I have lived with for the 
past two years. Despite the countless fiascos we have gone through (mostly due to me and my excessive cleaning habits), 
the six of you have made my time in Michigan frustrating, entertaining, and most of all, well worth it. 

I wish everyone the best of luck in all you choose to do. 

 -2nd Lt Shannon, USMC 

 The past four years have flown by, and as much as I will miss college life I am very excited to get my career started 
as a Navy Nurse at Naval Hospital Camp Pendleton. Thank you to CAPT Vanden Heuvel and all the Unit Staff for providing 
guidance, as well as chances to make our own mistakes and learn from them. The most important thing I learned is to al-
×ÁÙÓ ÈÁÖÅ Á ȬÇÉÖÅ-a-ÓÈÉÔȭ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÎÏ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÄÏ ÏÒ ÄÏÎȭÔȢ 0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÂÏÔÈ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÄÏ×Î ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÉÎ ÏÆ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ 
ÍÏÓÔ ÒÅÃÅÐÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÈÅ ÃÁÒÅÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅȭÓ ÄÏÉÎÇȢ )ȭÍ ÅÎÖÉÏÕÓ ÏÆ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÇÅÔÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÉÃË ÁÒÏÕÎÄ 
for the new stadium and the forthcoming football and ice hockey national championships. Best wishes to you all, and for-
ever go blue. 

 -ENS Racklyeft, USN 



 Regretsɂwe all have them. However, my advice to you is to dispel this notion of regret. One of the many things I 
have learned in the past four years is that there is always a silver lining to those regrets. If you have regrets, as we all do, I 
urge you to find that silver lining and use it put a positive spin on the situation.    If all else fails, use that situation as a 
learning experience. I have and will continue to for the rest of my life. Because I have found that silver lining, the 
experiences in my life that could have been my biggest regrets are my best learning experiences and have had the best 
consequences. As they say, life is short and you only live it once, so do not regret it. 

 As I leave the unit to start my naval career, I would like to leave the following word with youɂoptimism.  Use 
optimism in all you do. Look upon life with a favorable attitude, even if that requires one long bout of laughter at your 
current seemingly pathetic situation.  Just think about all those impossible classes that you have survived because of your 
friends and laughter.  Remember, sometimes in life you just have to laugh. With optimism and without regret, I am excited 
to begin the next stage in my life. 

 -ENS Van Gilder, USN 
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 !Ó ) ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÖÅ !ÎÎ !ÒÂÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ .2/4# ÔÏ ÂÅÇÉÎ ÍÙ ÃÁÒÅÅÒ ÁÓ Á -ÁÒÉÎÅȟ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÇÕÎ ÔÏ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ )ȭÖÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÌÉÆÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÁÃÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ  )ȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÐÁÓÓ ÏÎ Á ÆÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÔÏ the 
Battalion in writing, and it seemed appropriate to do it in a farewell. 

 First and foremost, accomplish the mission.  Whether it is taking a hilltop or conquering some math homework, 
the mission will always come first.  Buckle down, suck it up, and just go do it.  Do what it takes to get the job done, even if 
it gets in the way of your personal wants and needs. 

 3ÅÃÏÎÄȟ ÔÁËÅ ÃÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ -ÁÒÉÎÅÓȟ 3ÁÉÌÏÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÌÌÏ× -ÉÄÓÈÉÐÍÅÎȢ  7ÁÔÃÈ ÏÕÔ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
be stupid.  The more you look out for each other, the easier everything will be and the more you will enjoy your time.  
+ÅÅÐ ÉÎ ÍÉÎÄȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÂÉÇ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÃÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÁÎÔÓȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÍÁÙ 
not like it, but they will respect you for it. 

 Third, always ÓÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȢ  (ÅÒÅ ÉÎ .2/4# ×Å ÐÕÔ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÕÎÉÆÏÒÍÓ ÏÎÃÅ Á ×ÅÅËȢ  "ÕÔ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ 
attitude of that being the only day of the week that you act like an officer.  Someone, somewhere, is always watching you 
ÁÎÄ ÃÒÉÔÉÑÕÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÄÏȢ !Ó ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒÓȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÔÏ Á ÈÉÇÈÅÒ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÔÁËÅ ÏÆÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÕÎÉÆÏÒÍ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ Á 
clown, because someone will see it and you will instantly lose the confidence of your Sailors and Marines. 

 )ȭÌÌ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÏÕÒ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÁÌÌ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÍÅ ÓÁÙȡ ÇÉÖÅ ÉÔ Á ÓÈÏÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÓȟ ÉÔ ÓÅÅÍÅÄ ÌÉËÅ Á 
good idea at the time, and it could always be worse.  Such is life.  -Semper Fi. 

 -2nd Lt Williamson, USMC 

 A direct descendant of Beowulf, Ensign Jill Weston is rumored to have been born in Trenton, New Jersey, though 
some claim that she was suckled and raised by a She-Wolf after being found on the banks of the Delaware River.  She had a 
pretty normal life after that, though found herself sharing similarities with the Gulo gulo species ɀ also known as the 
wolverine.  Both are vicious, cute to the untrained eye, and smaller than an otter.  She was inspired to apply to Michigan 
ÁÆÔÅÒ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ȰÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÌÖÅÒÉÎÅÓȢȱ  3Ïȟ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎ ÃÒÏÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ $ÅÌÁ×ÁÒÅ ÔÏ ÄÅÆÅÎÄ 
American freedom, so did ENS Weston with ROTC.  She has accomplished many great things at this University.  She has 
become proficient in Microsoft Office, can make weapons out of anything, and has reverse-engineered a door.  She is 
ÍÁÊÏÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ,ÉÔÅÒÁÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ,ÁÎÇÕÁÇÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÓÈÅ ÃÁÎ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÄÅÒÃÌÁÓÓÍÅÎȟ ÂÅÓÉÄÅÓ ȰÃÁÒÐÅ ÄÉÅÍȟȱ ÉÓ 
to pass physics and calculus the first time. 

 -ENS Weston,  USN 

 7ÅÂÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÉÃÔÉÏÎÁÒÙ ÄÅÆÉÎÅÓ ȰÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȱ ÁÓ Á ÆÅÅ ÐÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÁÎ ÁÇÅÎÔ ÏÒ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÒÁÎÓÁÃÔÉÎÇ Á ÐÉÅÃÅ ÏÆ 
business or performing a service. I owe much of my success in achieving this commission to the past and present Battalion 
members and would like to leave you all with a few words as I prepare to leave Ann Arbor. 

 4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÁÌÌ ÆÏÒ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ .2/4# ÓÕÃÈ Á ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÐÌÁÃÅȢ )Ô ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÆÏÕÒ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȢ ) ×ÁÓ ÓÈÅÌÌ ÓÈÏÃËÅÄ 
ÆÒÏÍ &Ô #ÕÓÔÅÒ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÓÏÐÈÏÍÏÒÅ ÙÅÁÒȦ !Ì×ÁÙÓ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ Á ÓÔÅÐ ÂÁÃË ÁÎÄ ÔÁËÅ ÓÔÏÃË ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ 
ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÉÎ ÌÉÆÅȢ )ÔȭÓ ÅÁÓÙ ÔÏ ÏÖÅÒÅØÔÅÎÄ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÔ ÃÁÕÇÈÔ ÕÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
military. Family, faith, friends, people: these are the things which form solid foundation. Never sacrifice them for the 
ÐÕÒÓÕÉÔ ÏÆ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÓÍÁÌÌ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȢȱ  %ÎÊÏÙ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÎÇȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÐÌÅÎÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓÌÙ ×ÈÅÎ 
you get older. 

 -2nd Lt Wineland, USMC 



accountability of your people, as 

well as keeping them accountable 

for their actions and appearance. 

This leads into 

what I  took 

away the most 

from LtGen Al-

lenõs speech: that 

there is no such 

thing as an off -

duty officer.   

 Officers 

must set the example for their sub-

ordinates at all times, whether on 

the base, at home, or across the 

country. To close out what was a 

very motivating and inspiring week-

end, each participant in the confer-

ence ate dinner in the press confer-

ence at Notre Dame Stadium, which 

was truly a splendid site.  

 The last speaker of the 

weekend was the Master Chief 

Petty Office of the Navy, West. He 

gave a light -hearted yet inspiring 

speech on his long, illustrious ca-

reer in the Navy and what a bright 

future he saw with the MIDN com-

ing up to take it over. 

He also ended the 

night by leading the 

MIDN from U of M in 

a boisterous GO 

BLUE! which is a 

memory that will 

surely last a lifetime.  

 In closing, 

apart from the lack of a social scene 

in South Bend, the conference was a 

huge success and one that should be 

attended by anyone who is inter-

ested in becoming a better leader.  

 

 -MIDN 3/C Sierawski  

 This yearõs 14th  annual 

Notre Dame Naval Leadership 

Weekend was a òstar studded af-

fairó with a lot of high profile speak-

ers. There was a three star Navy 

admiral, Vice Admiral Robert Har-

ward, who has tentatively agreed to  

be our guest at the 2009 Marine 

Corps Birthday Ball, as well as a 

three star Marine Corps general, 

LtGen John Allen, who is com-

mander of Marine Forces Central 

Command.  These two leaders, 

along with the rest of the speakers, 

conveyed very important messages 

that should be followed by anyone 

in the military life, regardless of 

service.  

 VADM Harwoodõs main 

message was one that is near and 

dear to the hearts of everyone at 

this Battalion, and that is the idea 

of accountability. He stated that 

there is nothing of greater impor-

tance as a young officer than to 

make sure that you are keeping 

 After a poor start this fall 

in Commander's Cup Football, we 

struggled back in an attempt to 

keep the Tri -Service Cup in our 

wardroom.  After last year's sweep 

of basketball, MIDN 3/C Possley 

and Capt. Lance 

looked to once again 

beat both Army and 

Air Force.  After 

starting off well 

against Air Force, the 

team struggled in the 

second half, losing in 

the final minutes.  

The slide continued 

against an Army 

team starring a 6' 7ó 

Sergeant that played 

college ball at North 

Dakota State and has never been 

seen before in North Hall.  Despite 

potential eligibility questions, the 

Sergeant was allowed to play, and 

lead the Army to beat both us and 

the Air Force.  

 Trailing both other ser-

vices I in the standings, we surged 

back to dominate the run, taking 5 

of the top 6 places, including a 1 -2 

finish from MIDN 4/C Haag and 4/

C Krahn.   The streak continued as 

we also crushed the Army in soft-

ball, beating them by double digits 

and not even batting in the final 

inning.  The Air Force did not field 

a softball team and forfeited both 

games. 

 The Cup is still in conten-

tion due to some debate over the 

Commander's Cup scoring.  The 

Army's ònew and improvedó scoring 

system somehow results in their 

winning the cup.  However, using 

the traditional scoring system, we 

potentially tied the Army for the 

Cup.  Regardless of the outcome 

this year, many Midshipmen 

worked hard and contributed to a 

good season of sports.  But before 

the year ends, MIDN 1/C William-

son and 1/C DeJute, as well as the 

rest of the 1/C, look to end on a high 

note, as well as giving us an early 

lead in next year's competition in 

the soccer game against Air Force 

in late April.   

 -MIDN 3/C Cappo  

A Star - Studded Affair at Notre Dame  

Winter Sports ð Commanderõs Cup Battle 

 

PAGE 8  THE CONN  VOLUME 7,  ISSUE 2  

òThere is nothing of greater 

importance as a young officer 

than to make sure that you are 

keeping accountability.ó 



Exhibition is sometimes known as trick 

drill because it requires more creativity 

and flash than normal close order drill.  

This semesterôs team began practicing 

at the end of January and continued 

until the competition at Memphis in 

late March.  The team originally had 

six midshipmen, but was whittled down 

to the competing three the week before 

the competition.  All six learned the 

basics of exhibition under the instruc-

tion of MIDN Topping and eventually 

branched out on their own to learn new 

tricks, including several of the tosses 

used in the competition routines.  There 

were two exhibition teams sent to   

Memphis: MIDN Topping as the solo, 

and MIDN Klenke and Young as the 

duo.  These teams spent countless 

hours researching new tricks and per-

fecting their routines.  The duo team 

got a trial audience for their perform-

ance by the JROTC students who came 

to learn about the Battalion and did a 

fantastic job.  Both teams also put out 

their best at competition even though 

they were sinking in the mud and bat-

tling the wind to keep their covers; 

MIDN Topping was awarded a medal 

for his performance, though the duo 

team unfortunately didnôt place.  This 

semester was a good learning experi-

ence for all of the midshipmen in-

volved with the team and we have high 

hopes for next year and any interested 

Midshipmen should come out and give 

exhibition a try!  

-MIDN 3/C Viscovich 

Exhibition Drill Team  
 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 
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