Organization of Athletic Training Students

2007-2008

We, the members of the Organization of Athletic Training Students in order to help develop well-rounded athletic training students, do hereby establish this Constitution.

Article I. –Name

The name of this organization will be Organization of Athletic Training Students, henceforth referred to as OATS.

Article II.- Purpose

Our goal in the Organization of Athletic Training Students is to enhance the learning experience outside of the classroom and training room through attendance of athletic training related conferences as well as other athletic training related events.  Simultaneously, we strive to provide our members with the opportunity to develop relationships with peers sharing the same interests through social outings and activities.

Article III – Membership

Active membership shall be limited to students of the University of Michigan who are currently in the Athletic Training Education Program (ATEP) in the Division of Kinesiology or who intend to apply to the program at the end of the academic year.  In addition, the following requirements are necessary to constitute active members:

· Attendance of 100% of all meetings.  Excused absences will be given to members who miss these events due to obligations of ATEP or extenuating circumstances.

· Completion of educational and fundraising events as designated by the Executive Board.

· Full payment of financial obligations determined by the Executive Board. 

Article IV- Officers

OATS Executive Board will be the governing body of the organization and will consist of the following members:

President- The President shall call, preside and set the agenda of the Executive Board and General Assembly meetings, with assistance from the Secretary. He or she shall serve as the contact person for the organization.  In the case of conflict or draw, he or she shall place the decisive vote.  He or she shall act as a chief executive ensuring that the Executive Board's business gets accomplished successfully.

Vice President- The Vice-President shall share the responsibilities of the President and shall take over all duties of the President in case of his or her absence or when there is conflict of interest.

Secretary- The Secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings and be responsible of handling the correspondence of OATS.  He or she will keep a running calendar of events and meetings.  In addition, he or she puts together the agenda of the meetings along with the President, keeps the membership records and cards and the archive of OATS.

Treasurer- The Treasurer shall be responsible for the finances of OATS. He or she shall maintain detailed financial records of all OATS financial activity. He or she along with the President can disburse up to $100 without prior Executive Board approval but have to notify the Executive Board afterwards. For amounts higher than $100 a simple majority Executive Board decision is required.

Social Chair- Social Chair reports to the Executive Board and executes all necessary actions to organize a social event.

Article V- Operations

Voting- All members of OATS who meet the requirements in Article III will be eligible to vote.

Elections- Elections will be held annually in April for the officers to preside in the upcoming fall semester.  Any member of the ATEP may be nominated for an executive board position.  Once all nominations have been accepted, each nominee will submit a statement expressing their interest in a particular position.  The Executive Board will compile all statements and these will be distributed to the members for their consideration.  Voting will be done via a silent ballot and current senior Executive Board members will tally and announce the results.

Meetings- OATS will hold meetings once a month unless otherwise noted by the Executive Board.  Attendance will be taken.

Article VI- Finances

OATS will finance all activities either through monies from fundraising, University funding or monies collected from members.  Funding for all events will be determined by the executive board and guidelines will be distributed as necessary.

Article VII- Amendments

This constitution is binding to all the members of OATS, but it is not binding to itself.  Amendments can be proposed in writing by any member meeting the requirements stated in Article III.  Amendments will then be placed on the agenda at the next meeting.  In order for the amendment to be put into effect, it has to be approved by 2/3 of the active members meeting the requirements stated in Article III.

Article VIII- Removal of Membership

An officer can be removed if he or she is in violation of his or her duties and responsibilities as a member of the Executive Board by the following measures:

1. Written request by 2 members meeting the requirements in Article III.

2. Written notification to the officer

3. Opportunity at the next meeting for the officer to address the members

4. 2/3 vote to remove officer by members meeting the requirements in Article III

A member may be removed if he or she is not complying with the obligations set forth in Article III.  A majority vote to remove that individual will be placed upon the Executive Board.

Article IX- Registration Renewal

OATS will re-register with the Michigan Student Assembly annually, no later than September 30th.

OATS will turn in a signed SOAS card no later than September 30th.

Article X- Statement of Compliance

My organization has read and fully complies with the University’s policies.  We accept that the organization’s registration is dependent on our acceptance of these policies.  

