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Introduction 
 

 In 2011, we documented the fact that, in the United States, the proportion of 

young persons with a driver’s license decreased substantially from 1983 to 2008 (Sivak 

and Schoettle, 2011).  During the same period, the proportion of older persons with a 

driver’s license increased substantially.  (Similar trends were later observed for several 

other countries [Sivak and Schoettle, 2012].)  This brief note provides an update on 

driver-licensing trends in the United States through 2014. 

 

 

Method 

 
Of interest in this study were recent changes in the proportion of persons with a 

driver’s license as a function of age.  The years examined were 1983 and 2008 (the same 

as in Sivak and Schoettle, 2011), 2014 (the latest year available), and 2011 (the midpoint 

between 2008 and 2014).  The data came from FHWA (annual). 

 

 

Results 
 
 The results are shown in Table 1 and Figure 1.  The main findings are 

summarized in Table 2. 
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Table 1 
Licensed drivers as a percentage of their age-group population. 

 
Age 1983 2008 2011 2014 

16 46.2 31.1 27.5 24.5 

17 68.9 50.0 45.0 44.9 

18 80.4 65.4 60.3 60.1 

19 87.3 75.5 69.3 69.0 

20-24 91.8 82.0 79.7 76.7 

25-29 95.6 86.3 87.5 85.1 

30-34 96.5 90.6 89.1 86.6 

35-39 94.9 91.7 90.2 87.9 

40-44 92.2 91.9 91.6 89.1 

45-49 92.5 93.0 91.9 90.5 

50-54 91.4 94.2 92.2 91.2 

55-59 88.2 94.9 93.2 91.8 

60-64 83.8 95.9 92.7 92.1 

65-69 79.2 94.0 93.0 91.4 

≥70 55.0 78.4 79.2 79.0 
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Figure 1.  Licensed drivers as a percentage of their age-group population. 
 

 
 
 
 

Table 2 
The main findings. 

 
Age Main findings 

16-44 A continuous decrease in the proportion of persons 
with a driver’s license for the years examined* 

45-69 
An increase in the proportion of persons with a 
driver’s license from 1983 to 2008, followed by a 
continuous decrease from 2008 to 2014 

≥70 

An increase in the proportion of persons with a 
driver’s license from 1983 to 2008, followed by an 
increase from 2008 to 2011, and a decrease from 
2011 to 2014 

 
* For 25- to 29-year-olds, there was a decrease from 1983 to 2008, 
an increase from 2008 to 2011, and a decrease from 2011 to 2014. 
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Discussion 
 

Changes in the percentage of persons with a driver’s license from 1983 to 2014 

Column 2 in Table 3 shows the percentage changes in the percentage of persons 

with a driver’s license from 1983 to 2014.  For example, the first entry—for 16-year-

olds—is -47.0% (24.5 is 47.0% less than 46.2). 

For persons younger than 55 years, there was a decrease in the percentage of 

persons with a driver’s license.  Furthermore, the magnitude of this decrease was largest 

for the youngest (-47.0% for 16-year-olds), and it decreased monotonically with age. 

  

Table 3 
Changes in the percentage of persons with a driver’s license 

from 1983 to 2014, from 2008 to 2014, and from 2011 to 2014. 
 

Age 
Change 

from 1983 
to 2014 

Change 
from 2008 

to 2014 

Change 
from 2011 

to 2014 

16 -47.0% -21.2% -10.9% 

17 -34.8% -10.2%   -0.2% 

18 -25.2%   -8.1%   -0.3% 

19 -21.0%   -8.6%   -0.4% 

20-24 -16.4%   -6.5%   -3.8% 

25-29 -11.0%   -1.4%   -2.7% 

30-34 -10.3%   -4.4%   -2.8% 

35-39   -7.4%   -4.1%   -2.5% 

40-44   -3.4%   -3.0%   -2.7% 

45-49   -2.2%   -2.7%   -1.5% 

50-54   -0.2%   -3.2%   -1.1% 

55-59   +4.1%   -3.3%   -1.5% 

60-64   +9.9%   -4.0%   -0.6% 

65-69 +15.4%   -2.8%   -1.7% 

≥70 +43.6%   +0.8%   -0.3% 
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Changes in the percentage of persons with a driver’s license from 2008 to 2014 

The changes in the percentages of persons with a driver’s license from 2008 to 

2014 are shown in column 3 of Table 3.  For all age groups, except the oldest group 

(≥70), there was a decrease in the percentage of persons with a driver’s license.  The 

decrease was largest for 16-year-olds (-21.2%), and 17-year-olds (-10.2%).  The 

decreases for 18- through 24-year-olds were in the upper single digits; for those 25 

through 69, the decreases were in the lower single digits.  For those 70 years and older, 

there was an increase in the proportion of persons with a driver’s license (+0.8%). 
 

 

Changes in the percentage of persons with a driver’s license from 2011 to 2014 

Column 4 of Table 3 shows that for all age groups there was a decrease in the 

percentage of persons with a driver’s license from 2011 to 2014.  These decreases ranged 

from -0.2% to -3.8%, except that the decrease for 16-year-olds was -10.9%. 

 

 

Summary 
 

This study examined changes in the United States from 1983 to 2014 in the 

percentage of persons with a driver’s license as a function of age.  Also included are the 

data for 2008 and 2011.  The data came from the Federal Highway Administration. 

The following are the three main findings: 

 For 16- through 44-year-olds, there was a continuous decrease in the 

percentage of persons with a driver’s license for the years examined.  For 

example, the percentages for 20- to 24-year-olds in 1983, 2008, 2011, and 

2014 were 91.8%, 82.0%, 79.7%, and 76.7%, respectively. 

 For 45- through 69-year-olds, there was an increase in the percentage of 

persons with a driver’s license from 1983 to 2008, followed by a continuous 

decrease from 2008 to 2014.  For example, the percentages for 60- to 64-year-

olds in 1983, 2008, 2011, and 2014 were 83.8%, 95.9%, 92.7%, and 92.1%, 

respectively. 
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 For those 70 years and older, there was an increase in the percentage of 

persons with a driver’s license from 1983 to 2008, followed by an increase 

from 2008 to 2011, and a decrease from 2011 to 2014.  The percentages for 

1983, 2008, 2011, and 2014 were 55.0%, 78.4%, 79.2%, and 79.0%, 

respectively. 
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