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A Song of Ourselves...

After the summer interim, the University of Michigan Women’s Glee Club is
back for the ‘00-’01 school year. The semester is quickly coming to a close but the Club
is working its hardest to prepare for its December concert. Though having undergone a
few directorial changes, the Club is showing its talent by practicing difficult pieces to be
performed at the concert. Theodore Morrison will be directing this concert because
Director Sandra Snow is on maternity leave. The departure of Assistant Director Scott
Hochstetler has  brought talented Alissa Mercurio to this  position.
http:/www.umich.edu/~wgc
Have an enjoyable summer, and we hope to hear from all of you!

Erin Farrer, Alumnae Chairperson

Former Glee Club Conductor is Back
by Carrie Thorson

Due to the new arrival in Professor Snow’s family, Women’s Glee Club is under the
direction of guest conductor Professor Theodore Morrison for the fall term. This is not
Professor Morrison’s first time working with the WGC - He was the full time conductor a
few years ago, and is “looking forward to seeing old friends among the alumnae at the
December 2™ concert.” His several seasons as conductor of the Women’s Glee Club
were “a wonderful experience.” For the glee club, this fall has proved a fun and learning
experience as well.

Aside from being Co-director of University Choirs and Director of Graduate Studies
in Conducting at the University of Michigan School of Music, Professor Morrison is also
an accomplished composer. His numerous works include a wind overture currently being
performed by the University’s Symphony Band and three short songs for women’s choir
that will be sung by WGC at the December 2™ concert. His major works have been
performed by the Choral Arts Society of Washington with the National Symphony
Orchestra in the Kennedy Center, by the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra with the Bel
Canto Chorus, by the Cincinnati May Festival Chorus with the Cincinnati Brass, by the
Norman Scribner Choir, and at the Aspen Music Festival, where he has also conducted.

Singing under Professor Morrison’s direction brings WGC the unique opportunity
to work with the composer of some of the works they are performing. Rehearsals
encompass a variety of objectives, from learning the intricacies of the music to just




having fun and singing.
“I’'m delighted to have the opportunity to return to guest conduct the Women’s
Glee Club,” said Professor Morrison.

Budding Musician?

by Laura Zusman

Director Sandra Snow is proud to be the mother of a newborn son! She is taking
the semester off to take care of Lochlyn Snow Reed, born October 3, 2000. Sandra, her
husband, and her son are all doing very well. The proud parents have already set lofty
goals for their one-month-old son; his mother has noticed that he has exceptionally long
fingers and is dreaming of his career as a pianist or cellist. His father also has ambitions
for
him, hoping Lochlyn will be a Heisman Trophy Quarterback. Whatever Lochlyn decides
to become, the women of the glee club are all thrilled for their conductor. They miss
Sandra and are looking forward to seeing her when she returns for Women's Vocal Arts
Day on January 6th.

New Energy
by Rachel Catt

The past two years Scott Hochstetler has been the assistant conductor of the
Women’s Glee Club. Last year, Scott completed his master’s degree, got married, and
moved out west to begin his career. Another vibrant, enthusiastic and talented graduate
student, Alissa Mercurio, has filled the position of assistant conductor. Before
conducting the glee club, she was the assistant conductor for the U of M Arts Chorale, a
mixed choir on campus.

Alissa grew up in Spring Lake, ML. She attended the University of Michigan for
her undergraduate degree in Voice Performance and has teaching certification for
Kindergarten through 12™ grades. The master’s degree she is pursuing will be in Vocal
Performance and Choral Conducting. Once finished, she hopes to teach at a small
college, have the opportunity to conduct a choir and teach voice lessons. To complete the
age spectrum, she would like to “test the waters” and try teaching young children
sometime in the future.

Alissa has certain goals she wants to help the group achieve, “I hope to help the
glee club learn some challenging and fantastic music this year. I also want to help them
create a gorgeous treble tone that is flexible and adapts to any piece we are performing.”
Furthermore, “T also want the club to feel confident with learning music and sight
reading,” Alissa stated.

Alissa has added a lot of energy to our group this year, we would like to say
welcome and we are looking forward to working with you the rest of the year!

Changes to the Executive Board
















