GOVT 317 Final Exam Study Guide: Key Terms

Campaign Finance

· Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act
· McConnell v. FEC

· 527 groups and issue advertising
· Electioneering and express advocacy

· Soft money

· The “Quality” Theory of campaign donations

· Investor and Partisan donors

Election Reform and the 2000 and 2004 Elections

· Help America Vote Act
· Palm Beach butterfly ballot

· Residual vote

· Bush v. Gore

· Precinct-tabulated optical scan ballots
· Overvotes in Florida 2000

· DREs and VVPAT
Spatial Model Basics

· Ideal point, preference, and indifference

· Single-peaked preferences

· Separability of preferences

· Median voter theorem
· Median convergence result

· Stackleberg entry model

· Duverger’s Law
· Winset

· The Legislator’s Dilemma

· The Chaos Theorems

· Pareto set
Voter Turnout
· | VA – VB | - C > 0

· PB – C > 0 versus PB – C + D > 0
· Strategic ignorance
· Claims of declining voter turnout

· Voter turnout in the 2004 election

· VAP versus VEP
Presidential Vote Choice, Partisanship, and Ideology
· Scholarly generalizations about the presidential nominating process

· Kelley-Mirer voting model
· Michigan model

· Alternative conceptions of party ID

· Spatial models of ideology

· Pocketbook and sociotropic voting
· Prospective and retrospective voting

· The gender gap
· Polarization in contemporary American politics (description, causes, consequences, and/or reforms)
Congressional Elections

· Incumbency advantage

· Gerrymandering and majority-minority districts

· Midterm loss phenomenon

· Sincere and strategic voting

· Institutional balancing

