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BRIAN B. SCHMIDT tc "BRIAN B. SCHMIDT  " \l 3
Associate Professor of Hebrew Bible and Ancient Mediterranean West Asian Cultures Department of Near Eastern Studies

2068 Frieze Building  · Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1285 

(734) 764-0314  · fax (734) 936-2679 

bschmidt@umich.edu
EDUCATION 

1992

Doctorate of Philosophy (D.Phil.). The University of Oxford. Faculty of Theology. Wolfson College.  

1987-90

Visiting Doctoral Research Fellow. The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Department 
              
               of Religious Studies.

1983
Master of Theology  (Th.M.) with Highest Honors. Dallas Seminary. Department of Hebrew Bible and Semitics  (honors thesis).

1980-1
The Visiting Graduate Studies Program. The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Department of Ancient Semitic Languages and Cultures. 

1977

Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) with Honors. The Florida State University. School of Education. 

PRIMARY RESEARCH FIELDS
Languages, Literatures, and Interpretation of the Hebrew Bible. Ancient Israelite, Canaanite, and 
Syrian Religions and Cultures. Ancient Israelite History and Historiography. Northwest Semitic
Languages. 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN APPOINTMENTS
1999-02

Program Faculty, Lloyd Hall Scholars. The College of Literature, Science & Arts.

1997-
Associate Professor of Hebrew Bible and Ancient Mediterranean West Asian Cultures.  The Department of Near Eastern Studies (tenured).

1992-7
Assistant Professor of Hebrew Bible and Ancient Mediterranean West Asian Cultures.  The Department of Near Eastern  Studies.

1991 Fall
Instructor in Hebrew Bible and Ancient Mediterranean West Asian Cultures. The Department of Near Eastern Studies.

1993-

Associate Faculty. The Program in the Comparative Study of Social Transforma​tions.

1991-

Associate Faculty. The Program for the Study of Religion.

1991-

Associate Faculty. Jean and Samuel Frankel Center for Judaic Studies.

1991-

Associate Faculty. The Center for Middle Eastern and North African Studies. 

1991-

Associate Fellow. The Institute for the Humanities.

PREVIOUS ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
1990-1
Visiting Lecturer in Hebrew Language and Literature. The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. The Department of Religious Studies.

1989-90
Visiting Instructor in Religious Studies. North Carolina State University. The Department of Philosophy and Religion.

1987-9
Visiting Lecturer in Hebrew Language and Literature. The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. The Department of Religious Studies.

1987-9
Instructor in Religion and Philosophical Ethics. Durham Community College. The Program in Humanities.

RESEARCH APPOINTMENTS

2002
Expedition Epigrapher of Northwest Semitics. The American Schools of Oriental Research Excavations to Tel Qarqur, Syria. Director: Rudolph Dornemann

2001
Expedition Epigrapher of Northwest Semitics. The American Schools of Oriental Research Excavations to Tel Qarqur, Syria. Director: Rudolph Dornemann

2000
Expedition Epigrapher of Northwest Semitics. The American Schools of Oriental Research Excavations to Tel Qarqur, Syria. Director: Rudolph Dornemann
1999
Epigraphic Collaborator. The French Archaeological expedition to Ras Shamra-Ugarit, Syria.  Directors: Yves Calvet and Pierre Bordreuil.

1999
Expedition Epigrapher of Northwest Semitics. The American Schools of Oriental Research Excavations to Tel Qarqur, Syria. Director: Rudolph Dornemann.

1998
Research Fellow. The American Academy of Religion.

1998                      Expedition Epigrapher of Northwest Semitics. The American Schools of Oriental Research

                              Excavations to Tel Qarqur, Syria. Director: Rudolph Dornemann.

1997
Visiting Research Fellow. The Cyprus-American Research Institute (CAARI) and The Department of Antiquities and Museums. The Republic of Cyprus.

1997
Visiting Research Fellow. The American Research Institute in Turkey (ARIT in Istanbul) and The Department of Antiquities of Turkey.

1997
Visiting Epigraphic Archivist. The Ministry of Oriental Antiquities. The Louvre Museum.  Paris, France. Director; Annie Caubet.

1997

Visiting Epigraphic Archivist. The College of France. Paris, France. Director: Pierre Bordreuil.

1997
Expedition Epigrapher of Northwest Semitics. The American Schools of Oriental Research Excavations to Tel Qarqur, Syria. Director: Rudolph Dornemann.

1997

Research Fellow. The Society of Biblical Literature.

1997

Young Scholar’s Fellow. The Catholic Biblical Association.

1996-7 The Hunting Family Faculty Fellow.  The Michigan Faculty Fellowship.  The Institute for the Humanities.  The University of Michigan.

1996
Visiting Research Fellow. The French Institute for Arabic Studies in Damascus and the Republic of  Syria Department of Antiquities (Damascus Museum).

1996
Epigraphic Collaborator. The French Archaeological Expedition to Ras Shamra-Ugarit, Syria.  Directors: Marguerite Yon and Yves Calvet. 

1996
Expedition Epigrapher of Northwest Semitics. The American Schools of Oriental Research Excavations  to Tel Qarqur Syria. Director: Rudolph Dornemann. 

1996
Visiting Epigraphic Researcher. The Ministry of Oriental Antiquities. The Louvre Museum. Paris,  France. Director: Annie Caubet.

1996
Visiting Research Fellow. The West Semitic Research Project. The University of Southern California. Director: Bruce Zuckerman.

1996
Area Supervisor, The Joint W.F. Albright Institute-Hebrew University Archeological Expedition to Tell Miqne-Ekron, Israel. Directors: Seymour Gitin and Trude Dothan (offer declined).

1995
Visiting Research Fellow. The French Institute for Arabic Studies in Damascus and the Republic of Syria Department of Antiquities. (Damascus and Aleppo Museums).

1995
Research Fellow, American Center for Oriental Research and the Jordanian Department of Antiquities and Museums. Amman, Jordan (The Amman National Museum).

1995
Research Fellow. The American School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem. The W.F. Albright Institute and the Israeli department of Antiquities. Jerusalem, Israel (The Israel Museum). 

1995
Area Assistant Supervisor, The Joint W. F. Albright Institute-Hebrew University Archeological             
               Expedition to Tel Miqne-Ekron, Israel. Directors: Seymour Gitin and Trude Dothan.

1994
Visiting Research Fellow. The French Institute for Arabic Studies in Damascus and the                         Republic of Syria, Department of Antiquities. (Damascus and Aleppo Museums).

SELECTED RESEARCH GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS
2002-3
The National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship. The Division of Research Programs.  The United States Government.

2002-3
The Faculty Fellowship Top-Off Award. The College of Literature, Science, and the Arts & The Office of the Vice President for Research. The University of Michigan.

2002-3
The Faculty Recognition and  Enhancement Award. The Office of the Vice President for Research & The Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies. The University of Michigan.

2000

Faculty Fellowship. The Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies. The University of  Michigan.

1999
Faculty  Grant for International Travel and Research. The Horace. H. Rackham School of Graduate  Studies. The University of Michigan. 

1998

The American Academy of Religion Research Grant.

1997

The Catholic Biblical Association Young Scholar’s Fellowship.

1997
The Society of Biblical Literature Research Grant. The Society of Biblical Literature Research and Publications Committee.

1996-7
Michigan Faculty Fellowship. The Hunting Family Faculty Fellow. The Institute for the Humanities. The University of Michigan.

1996

The Council of American Overseas Research Centers Grant for Overseas Research.  The United States


Information Agency.

1995

The American Philosophical Society Grant for Overseas Research. 
1995

The American Council of Learned Societies Travel Grant for International Conferences Abroad 

1994

The American Council of Learned Societies Travel Grant for International Conferences Abroad 

1986-8 

The Tyndale House Fellowship Grant for Dissertation Research. The University of Cambridge. 

1985-8

The University Scholarship for Overseas Graduate Students. The University of Oxford.

1985-8
The Overseas Research Award for Outstanding Merit and Research Potential. The Committee of Vice-Chancellors and Principals of Universities of the United Kingdom.

1985-6 The Rotarian Scholarship for Post-Graduate Study Abroad. Rotary International.

1980-1     
One Year Merit Scholarship. The American Friends of the Hebrew University and The                               Hebrew University of Jerusalem

PUBLICATIONS

Authored Books

Israel's Beneficent Dead: Ancestor Cults and Necromancy in Ancient Israelite Religion and Tradition. Forschungen zum Alten Testament 11. Hrsg. von B. Janowski und H. Spieckermann. J.C.B. Mohr (Paul Siebeck): Tübingen, 1994.

Israel's Beneficent Dead: Ancestor Cults  and Necromancy in Ancient Israelite Religion and Tradition. Revised paperback edition, North American rights. Eisenbrauns: Winona Lake, 1996.

Reviews to date: Journal of Semitic Studies; Theologische Literaturzeitung; Études théologiques et Religieuses; Journal of Theological Studies; Society of Old Testament Studies Book List; Old Testament  Abstracts; Religious Studies Review, Catholic Biblical Quarterly, Journal of  Biblical Literature, Bibliotheca Orientalis, Themelios,  Journal of the American Oriental Society, Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research, Studi epigrafici e linguistici, Journal of Near Eastern  Studies.

Edited and Translated Publications

Trajectories: A Social-Scientific Bible Commentary on the Bible. Vol. 1. The Pentateuch by John Van Seters.  Sheffield Academic Press: Sheffield, 1999.  Series Co-Editor. [43 volumes projected; 8 volumes contracted].
Near Eastern Archaeology. December, 2000 Special Issue. “The Mysteries of Ugarit: History, Daily Life, and Cult”. American Schools of Oriental Research, .Boston, 2001.  Guest Editor and Translator. [= Le monde de la Bible, “Le mystère Ougarit, 70e anniversaire de la decouverte en  Syrie,” Bayard Presse. Paris, 1999].

The City of Ugarit by Marguerite Yon, Eisenbrauns: Winona Lake. “Chapter 3:Artifacts Illustrating  Official and Everyday Life”. Translator. [= La cité d’Ougarit. Éditions recherche sur les Civilisations, Paris, 1997   “Chapitre III: les objets-temoins de la vie quotidiennne ou officielle”] (in press).

Books in Preparation

Trajectories of Power: Magic and Divination in Ancient Mediterranean West Asia. (current project)

Reassessing the Ritual Texts from Ancient Ugarit.

The Quest for Ancient Israel's Self-Identity: A Study in Biblical Rhetoric and Ideology.

Published Articles

“The Iron Age Pithoi Drawings from Horvat Teman or Kuntillet `Ajrud: Some New Proposals”, The Journal of Ancient Near Eastern Religions 2(2002[2003]):91-125.

“Canaanite Magic versus Israelite Religion: Deuteronomy 18 and the Taxonomy of Taboo", Magic and Ritual in  the Ancient World ( Second International Conference. August 1998, Orange, CA). Religions of  the Graeco-Roman World Series 141. Edited by Marvin Meyer and Paul Mirecki. E.J. Brill, Leiden: 2002. Pp.242-59.

“Afterlife Beliefs: Memory as Immortality”, Near Eastern Archaeology, 63/4 (2000 [2001]):236-39.

“An Annotated Bibliography of Recent Works on Ugarit”, Near Eastern Archaeology 63/4 (2000[2001]):240.

“Memory as Immortality: Countering the Dreaded `Death After Death' in Ancient Israelite Society”, Judaism in Late Antiquity. Volume 4. Special Topics. Handbuch der Orientalistisk. Ed. by Alan  J.Avery-Peck and Jacob Neusner. E.J. Brill: Leiden, 2000. Pp.87-100.  

“Rephaim”, The Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible. Edited by D. N. Freedman. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. 1119-20.

“Molech”,  The Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible. Edited by D. N. Freedman. Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 2000. 912-914.

“Afterlife, After Death”, The Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible. Edited by D. N.Freedman. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. 24-27.

“Le mystère Ougarit, L’effrayante mort”,  Le monde de la Bible  120 (1999):68-69.

“Comment: A Society of Biblical Literature Panel Discussion on Fritz Graf’s Magic in the Ancient World”, Numen 46 (1999):309-313. 

“ Moon  (Yrah)”, Dictionary of Deities and Demons in the Bible (Revised 2nd Edition). Ed. by Karel van der Toorn,  Bob Becking, and Pieter W. van der Horst. E. J. Brill: Leiden/Wm. B. Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, 1999. Pp. 585-593.

“Al (cAli/cAlu)”,  Dictionary of Deities and Demons in the Bible (Revised 2nd Edition). Ed. by Karel van der Toorn, Bob  Becking, and Pieter W. van der Horst. E. J. Brill: Leiden/Wm. B. Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, 1999.  Pp.14-17.

“The Gods and the Dead in the Domestic Cult at Emar”, Emar: The History, Religion, and Culture of a Syrian Town in the Late Bronze Age. Ed. by Mark Chavalas. CDL Press. Bethesda, 1996. Pp. 141-63.

“A Re-Evaluation of the Ugaritic King List” , Ugarit, Religion and Culture. Proceedings of the Edinburgh International Colloquium on Ugarit. Ed. by Nicholas Wyatt, Wilfred Watson, and Jeffery Lloyd.  Ugarit-Verlag. Münster, Germany. 1996. Pp. 289-304.

“Ancient West Asian Flood Narratives”, Civilizations of the Ancient Near East. 4 volumes. Ed. by  Jack M. Sasson. Charles Scribner's Sons: New York, 1995. Vol. 3. Pp. 2337-2351.   

“Some Live Issues on a Subject Long Dead: 1 Samuel 28 and Ancient Near Eastern Necromancy”, Ancient  Magic and Ritual Power. Proceedings of the International Conference on Magic in the Ancient World held at the University of Kansas, August 20-23, 1992. Ed. by Marvin Meyer and Paul Mirecki. E. J. Brill:  Leiden. 1995. Pp. 111-129.

“The Aniconic Tradition in Early Israel: On Reading Images and Viewing Texts”, The Triumph of Elohim: From Yahwisms to Judaisms. Ed. by Diana Edelman. Kok Pharos Publishing House. Kampen, The  Netherlands. 1995. Pp. 75-105.

“ Moon  (Yrah)”, Dictionary of Deities and Demons in the Bible. Ed. by Karel van der Toorn,  Bob Becking, and Pieter W. van der Horst. E. J. Brill: Leiden,1995. Pp. 1098-1113.

“Al (cAli/cAlu)”, Dictionary of Deities and Demons in the Bible . Ed. by Karel van der Toorn, Bob  Becking, and Pieter W. van der Horst. E. J. Brill: Leiden, 1995. Pp. 23-28.  

Articles Contracted, In Press, or Forthcoming
[Article length review of] “ Les textes rituels by D. Pardee”, Journal of the American Oriental Society.

[Article length review of] “Canaanite Religion  by G. Del Olmo Lete”, Journal of the American Oriental Society.
Editorial Work

Series Editor, American Schools of Oriental Research Monograph Series. Scholars Press. 2002-

Series Co-Editor, Trajectories: A Social-Scientific Commentary on the Bible, Sheffield  University Press, Sheffield , 1996-

Section Editor (Syria-Palestine). The Journal of Ancient Near Eastern Religions. E. J. Brill. Leiden, 1998-

Member, the Editorial Board, The Journal of Ancient Near Eastern Religions. E. J. Brill. Leiden. 1998-   

Reviews Published, Contracted, or Forthcoming

“Review of J. Charlesworth, The Dead Sea Scrolls: The Rule of the Community. J.C.B. Mohr: Tübingen,  1995 and S. Reed, The Dead Sea Scrolls Catalogue. Scholars Press: Atlanta, 1994”, American Journal of Archaeology  99 (1995):749-750.

“Review of  M. Smith,Untold Stories: The Bible and Ugaritic Studies in the 20th Century”.  Near Eastern Archaeology.

“Review of Lester L. Grabbe, Priests, Prophets, Diviners, and Sages: A Socio-Historical Study of Religious Specialists in Ancient Israel. Trinity Press, 1995”, Catholic Biblical Quarterly. 

PEER REVIEW ACTIVITY

The Journal of  the Economic and Social History of the Orient, The Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research, The Journal of the American Oriental Society,   The Journal of American Anthropology, The Journal of the American Academy of Religion, The Journal of Ancient Near Eastern Religions (manuscripts reviewed).

Oxford University Press, Society of Biblical Literature Dissertation Series,  Sheffield Academic Press, Eisenbrauns Publishers, E.J. Brill Academic Publishers (book manuscripts reviewed).

Various reviews of professional academic dossiers for promotion.

PAST EXTRAORDINARY APPOINTMENTS   

Member, Steering Committee. Ancient West Asian Religions Panel Session. The Society of Biblical Literature Annual                             .                           Meeting (1997-2002).

Special Session Chair and Organizer, The Annual Meeting of the American Oriental Society. Philadelphia, March, 1996. Panel Session on Ras Shamra/Ugarit. Lectures featuring members of the Mission archéologique francaise de Ras Shamra-Ougarit. Participants: Yves Calvet (Lyons); Annie Caubet (Louvre), Pierre Bordreuil (Paris); Dennis Pardee (Chicago). 

Special Session Co-Organizer (with Susan Ackerman). The Annual Meeting of the Society of Biblical  Literature and The                                                                    .                           American Academy of Religion. Philadelphia, November, 1995. The Israelite and Canaanite Religion                                     .                            Section. A Special Panel  Section. A Panel on Magic and Divination in the Ancient Near East                               .                            Participants: John Baines (Oxford)-Egypt;  Dennis Pardee (Chicago) –Syria; Gary Beckman (Yale) -       .                           Anatolia;  Piotr Michalowski (Michigan)-Mesopotamia; Fred Cryer (Copenhagen) -Canaan.

Member, Steering Committee. Late Bronze Age Syria in Retrospect: An International Symposium (co-organized                             .                           with Mark Chavalas, Wayne Pitard, Gordon Young, 1995-97). Mid-West American Oriental 

                            Society. February, 1997. 

Member, American Schools of Oriental Research. The Bagdad School's Mesopotamian Fellowships Review Committee       .                             (1994-2001) 

Symposium Organizer, The Dead Sea Scrolls Today. A University of  Michigan  Public Lecture Series. Fall, 1992. Public  .                          Lectures featuring members of the official international  team of Dead Sea Scrolls scholars. Participants: .                          .                         Emanuel Tov (Hebrew U); James Vanderkam (Notre Dame); Lawrence Schiffman (NYU); Philip Davies                            .                         (Sheffield). 

Organizer, The Dead Sea Scrolls Today. A Guest Lecture at University of Michigan by Jonas C. Greenfield, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Winter, 1992.        

LECTURES, PAPERS AND PANEL PARTICIPATION

Invited Lectures and Papers 

Invited Participant in  Panel Review of Dennis Pardee’s Les textes rituels in the Plenary Session of  Ugaritic Studies and          Northwest Semitic Epigraphy. The Annual Meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature and the American Academy of Religion.  Denver, CO. November, 2001.

“Searching for Dynamism Among Ritual Specialists in Iron Age Israel”. Colloquium on Ritual and Magic in the Ancient Mediterranean World. Sponsored by the Department of Middle Eastern Studies and the Program in Mediterranean Archaeology. Emory University. Atlanta, GA. February, 1999.

“The Prophet as Holy Man: The Case of Ancient Israel” in the lecture series Holy Woman, Holy Man: The Charismatic and Social Power. Sponsored by the Program for Studies in Religion. The University of Michigan, September, 1998.

Invited Participant in Panel Review of Fritz Graf’s  Magic in the Ancient World in the Plenary Session of Graeco-Roman Religions. The Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion. San Francisco, CA. November, 1997.

Invited Respondent to Panel Papers in Plenary Session of Israelite and Canaanite Religions. “How Does One Write a History of Israelite Religion?”. The Annual Meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature Literature/American Academy of Religion.  San Francisco, CA. November, 1997.     

“Death Ritual and Social Transformation in Early Israel”, The University of Chicago Workshop on Ancient Societies. The Departments of Classics, History, and Near Eastern Languages. April, 1995. 

“Israelite Images of Canaanite Magic”, The International Symposium on Magic and Divination in the Ancient World. University of California at Berkeley. February, 1994.

“Mortuary Aspects of the Domestic Cult at Tell Meskéné-Emar”, The American Oriental Society/Society of Biblical Literature Mid-West Regional Meeting. Northwestern University. February, 1994.

“Re-Imaging the Divine-Human Encounter: Recent Archaeology and Religious Life in Ancient Israel”,  Cohn-Haddow Center for Judaic Studies. Wayne State University. January, 1994.

“Revising the Biography of a Text: The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Modern Study of the Hebrew Bible”,  Cohn-Haddow Center for Judaic Studies. Wayne State University. January, 1994.

Invited Respondent to Panel Papers on “Northwest Semitic Ancestor Cults” in Plenary Session of Israelite and Canaanite Religions, The Society of Biblical Literature/American Academy of Religion Annual National Meeting. San Francisco, CA. November, 1992.

Conference and Society Meetings Papers
“Yahweh and Asherah at Kuntillet Ajrud: Some New Proposals”, The International Meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature. Berlin, Germany. July, 2002.

“More on the Iconography of Yahwism at Kuntillet Ajrud”, The Society of Biblical Literature/ American Academy of Religion Annual National Meeting. Israelite Religion in Its West Asian Environment Panel Session. Denver, CO, 2001.

“`Third Millennium’ Israelite Religion”,  The International Meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature. Rome, Italy. July, 2001.

“Recent Reflections on the Yahweh Iconography from Kuntillet Ajrud” Rencontre Assyriologie Internationale. Paris, July,  2000.

“Identities and Ideologies:  Demons and Practitioners in Two Recently Discovered `Canaanite’ Incantations from Ugarit”, The Second International Conference on Magic in the Ancient World. Los Angeles, CA. August, 1998.

“Azazel’s Habitual Modes of Thought: Cause and Effect in Leviticus 16", The International Meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature. Lausanne, Switzerland. July, 1997.

“Imagining Other Worlds: The Many What Ifs...of Arslan Tash”, The American Oriental Society Annual Meeting. Miami, FL, March, 1997. 

“The Ritual Use of the Divine Image in Ancient Israel: A Reassessment", The Society of Biblical Literature/ American Academy of Religion Annual National Meeting.  Hebrew and Cognate Literature Session.  New Orleans, November, 1996.

“Dynamistic Aspects of Ritual and Thought in Ancient Syrian and Canaanite Cultures", The Forty-Third Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale. Prague, The Czech Republic. July, 1996. 

“Looking Down on the Gods: Some Notes on a God List from Ancient Ugarit", The American Oriental Society Annual Meeting. Philadelphia. March, 1996.

“Ritual Specialists in Ancient Israel: The Case of Elijah and Elisha", The Joint American Oriental Society/Society of Biblical Literature Midwest Regional Meeting. LaGrange, Illinois. February, 1996.

“On 'Performing' a Sacred Verdict: Numbers 5:11-31", The Society of Biblical Literature/American Academy of Religion Annual National Meeting. Israelite and Canaanite Religion Session. Philadelphia.  November, 1995.

“The Serpent and its Symbolism in Ancient Israelite Religion and Tradition", The International Organization for the Study of the Old Testament 1995 Congress. The University of Cambridge, England.   July 1995.

A Taxonomy of Taboo: Canaanite Magic in Deuteronomy 18 and the Rhetoric of Israelite Self Identity",   The 1995 Society of Biblical Literature International Meeting. Budapest, Hungary. July, 1995. 

“Aspects of Ugaritic Magic and Divination: Old Problems and New Texts", The American Oriental Society Annual Meeting. Salt Lake City, Utah. March, 1995.

“Magic and Divination in Israelite Religion and Tradition", The Society of Biblical Literature/American Academy of Religion Annual National Meeting. Israelite and Canaanite Religions Session.   Chicago, November, 1994.

“Israel's Beneficent Dead: Ancestor Cults and Necromancy in Israelite Religion and Tradition", The 1994 Society of Biblical Literature International Meeting. The University of Leuven. Leuven, Belgium.   August, 1994. 

“Mortuary Cults at Ancient Ugarit", The Edinburgh International Conference for Ugaritic Studies. The  University of Edinburgh. Edinburgh, Scotland. July, 1994.

“Ugaritic 'Il'ib: Interpreting the 'Ancestral Gods' of Ancient West Asia and the Persistence of  Byblian Euhemerism", The American Oriental Society Annual Meeting. The University of Wisconsin at  Madison. March, 1994.

“Between Egypt and Sinai: Israel's Pilgrimage of Self-Identity", The Institute for the Humanities.  The University of Michigan. March, 1994.

“Death as Disfigurement: The Performance and Proscription of Self Mutilation in Israelite Religion  and Tradition", The Society of Biblical Literature/American Academy of Religion Annual National Meeting. Israelite and Canaanite Religions Session. Georgetown University. November, 1993.

“An Orthographic Theory of matres lectionis in Epigraphic Hebrew and Its Contributions to Biblical  Studies", National Association of Professors of Hebrew Annual Meeting. The University of Michigan.   August, 1993.  

“Divine Kingship at Ugarit", American Oriental Society Annual Meeting. The University of North Carolina. Chapel Hill, North Carolina. March, 1993.   

“Some Live Issues on a Subject Long Dead: 1 Samuel 28 and Ancient Near Eastern Necromancy", Magic in the Ancient  World. An International Symposium. The University of Kansas. Lawrence, Kansas. August,  1992. 

“A Fox Among (Us) Chickens: Contradictions in Qoheleth" (A Response to Michael V. Fox, Qohelet and his Contradictions). Near Eastern Studies Faculty Colloquium. The University of Michigan. April, 1992.

“The Ugaritic Royal Funerary Liturgy as a Coronation Rite", The American Oriental Society Annual Meeting. Boston, Massachusetts. March, 1992.

MEMBERSHIPS IN LEARNED SOCIETIES


The American Academy of Religion



The American Association of University Professors



The American Schools of Oriental Research 



The Catholic Biblical Association



The Society of Biblical Literature                                     

PH.D. DISSERTATION PROGRAM SERVICE

Completed Ph.D. Dissertations, Chair
Robert D. Miller, A Social History of Highlands Israel in the 12th and 11th Centuries B.C.E., 1998. 

M. Timothy LaVallée, Targum Pseudo-Jonathan Genesis 31:19 and The Mechanics of Ancient Jewish Skull and  Corpse                              .                          Necromancy.

Completed Ph.D. Dissertations, Co-Chair

John Huddlestun, A Comparative Study of the River Nile in Ancient Egyptian Sources and the Hebrew Bible (with David Noel Freedman, co-chair), 1996.

Barbara Miller, Women, Death, and Mourning in the Ancient Mediterranean West Asia (with Pamela Milner, U. of Windsor, co-chair), 1994.

Completed Ph.D. Dissertations, Committee Member

Jeremy Taylor, The Birth of Greek Historiography, Department of Classical Studies, 2000 (cognate member).

Sarah M. Harvey, The Iron Age II Period in the Central Negev Highlands and Edom: A Comparison of Settlement Intensification and Land Exploitation. Interdepartmental Program in Classical Art and Archaeology, 1999 (cognate member).

Brad McNellon, Persian Nomos and Paranomia in Herodotus. Department of Classical Studies, 1994 (cognate member).

Grant Shafer, Saint Stephen and the Samaritans: An Evaluation of and Contribution to the Samaritanology of the New Testament, 1995.

Charles Gieschen, Angelomorphic Christology:  Aesthetic and Early Evidence, 1995.

April DeConick, "Seek to See Him": The Influence of Early Jewish Mysticism and Hermeticism on the Gospel of Thomas, 1994.

Mark Fretz, Lamentations and Literary Ethics: A New Perspective on Biblical Interpretation, 1993. 

Timothy Jenney, The Harvest of the Earth: The Feast of Sukkoth in the Book of Revelation, 1993.

Philip Munoa, Four Powers in Heaven: The Interpretation of Daniel 7 in the Testament of Abraham, 1993.

Current Ph.D. Dissertations, Chair

Brad Crowell, Socio-Political Transformations in  Edom During the Iron Age.

Daniel Miller, The Ancient West Asian Incantation Tradition: Evidence and Inference.

Harry Weeks, A Comparative Study of the Image of Babylon: Jeremiah 50-51 and Cuneiform Sources.

Current Ph.D. Candidates (Pre-Prospectus)

Susan McGarry, Divine Wrath in Ancient West Asia and in the Bible.

Jason Radine, The Origins of Amos and the Rise of  Nationalism in Judah.

Jessica Whisenant, Literacy and the Production of  Prophetic Writings in Ancient Israel. 

                                                                  Current Ph.D. Pre-Candidates 
Vadim Jigoulov  (Preliminary Examinations scheduled for September, 2003)

Jason Tatlock  (Preliminary Examinations scheduled for September, 2003)

Current Ph.D. Dissertations, Co-Chair

Geoffrey Compton, The Phoenicians and the West Mediterranean.. Interdepartmental Program in Classical Art and Archaeology (co-chair with Prof John Cherry).           

COMPLETED MA DEGREES (as Advisor)


Margaret Gelinas          

Robert Miller 

Jessica Goldstein      
Renee Delvo



Daniel Miller


Marianna Widmalm      
Sharon Nelson 

Elizabeth Rogers            

              
Bradley Crowell


Jason Radine

Jessica Whisenant

Vadim Jigoulov               

              
Jason Tatlock                                      Kristy Irish

COMPLETED BA HONORS THESES (as Thesis Advisor)



Eric Keller, King Manasseh in Text and Tradition., 2002. 



Lisa Key, Images of Goddesses in Ancient Israelite Tradition, 1998.



Bruce Luechter, The Sectarian Identity of the Qumranite Community, 1996.



Jessica Apple, Josephus and Philo on Conversion in Ancient Judaism, 1995.



Daniel Gebhardt, Notions of the 'Other' in the Deuteronomistic History, 1995.



Ed Van Duinen, Self, Other and the Construction of National Identity in Ezra-Nehemiah, 1994.



Kristy Irish, Israelites vs. Midianites in Exodus: The Yahwist's Construction of National Identity, 1994.



Carrie Leonetti, Essenic Celibacy and the Role of Women and Children at Qumran, 1994.



[Kevin Sullivan, The Gnostic Origins of the New Testament Term Homoousios, 1993,  2nd reader].

TEACHING HISTORY

The Department of Near Eastern Studies, The University of Michigan
2002-03

Scholarly Activity Leave (National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship)  

2001-02

Introduction to the Tanakh/Old Testament (ACABS 121: Spring 2002)




Intermediate Classical Hebrew Grammar I  (ACABS 201)




Advanced Academic Development. (Lloyd Hall Scholars 201)




Special Topics: Magic in the Ancient World (ACABS 291/Lloyd Hall Scholars  Seminar)   




1-Undergraduate Independent Reading Course (NES 395)




1-Undergraduate Honors Thesis (ACABS 498)




(Grad) Advanced Readings in Classical Hebrew I  (NES 601)

(Grad) Seminar:  History of Ancient West Asia: Israel’s 12th Century Origins (NES 722)




(Grad) Seminar: Texts & Literatures of Ancient West Asia: The Ugaritic Ritual Texts (NES 721)




(Grad) 1-Dissertation Pre-Candidates (NES 990)




(Grad) 2-Dissertation Candidates (NES 995)

2000-01

Introduction to the Tanakh/Old Testament (ACABS 121: Spring 2001)




Intermediate Classical Hebrew Grammar I  (ACABS 201) 




Advanced Academic Development: Living Liminally  (Lloyd Hall Scholars 201)




Special Topics: Magic in the Ancient World (ACABS 291/Lloyd Hall Seminar)




The History and Religion of Ancient Israel (ACABS 321)




(Grad) Advanced Readings in Classical Hebrew I  (NES 601)




(Grad) Seminar: Religions & Cultures of Ancient West Asia: Magic & Ritual (NES 721)




(Grad) Seminar: Methods and Theory: Literary Approaches to the Hebrew Bible (NES 722)




(Grad) 2-Dissertation Pre-Candidates (NES 990)




(Grad) 2-Dissertation Candidates (NES 995)

1999-2000
Introductory Classical Hebrew I (ACABS 101)




Intermediate Classical Hebrew Grammar I  (ACABS 201)




The History and Religion of Ancient Israel (ACABS 321)




(Grad) Advanced Readings in Classical Hebrew I  (NES 601)




 (Grad) Seminar: Religions & Cultures of Ancient West Asia: Gods & Goddesses (NES 723)




(Grad) Seminar: Selected Texts & Literatures of Ancient West Asia: Readings in 2 Kings (NES 724)




(Grad) 2-Dissertation Pre-Candidates (NES 990)




(Grad) 2-Dissertation Candidates (NES 995)

1998-9

Winter Sabbatical Leave




Introduction to Tanakh/Old Testament (ACABS 121:  Spring 1999)




 Intermediate Classical Hebrew Grammar I (ACABS 201)




 (Grad) Advanced Readings in Classical Hebrew I (NES 601)

 (Grad) Seminar: History of Ancient West Asia: The 10th Century Solomonic State (NES 722)




(Grad) 2-Dissertation Pre-Candidates (NES 990)




(Grad) 2-Dissertation Candidates (NES 995)

1997-8

Introduction to Tanakh/Old Testament (ACABS 121: Spring 1998) 




Introduction to Tanakh/Old Testament (ACABS 121)




First Year Seminar; Magic in the Ancient World (UC 150)




The History and Religion of Ancient Israel (ACABS 321)




1-Undergraduate Independent Reading Course (NES 395)




1-Undergraduate Honors Thesis (REL 498)




(Grad) Seminar: Theory & Method: Literary Approaches to the Hebrew Bible (NES 721)




(Grad) Seminar: Texts & Literatures of  Ancient West Asia; Jonah, Ruth and Psalms (NES 722) 




(Grad) 2-Dissertation Pre-Candidate (NES 990)




(Grad) 2-Dissertation Candidate (NES 995)

1996-7

Research Leave, Institute for the Humanities Fellow 




1-Dissertation  PreCandidate (NES 990) 




5-Dissertation Candidates (NES 995)

1995-6

Reduced Teaching Load: Winter 1996 (awarded for prior departmental service)




First Year Seminar: Magic in the Ancient World (UC 150)




World Religions: The Near East (REL 201) 




3-Undergrad Independent Readings Courses (NES 395/497)  




1-Undergrad Near East/Religion Honors Theses (REL 498)




(Grad) 1-Grad Near East/Classics Independent Study (CLS 798)  




(Grad) Seminar:  History of Ancient West Asia: Israel’s 12th Century Origins (NES 722)




(Grad) Seminar:  Religion & Culture of Ancient West Asia: Ritual and Magic (NES 723)




(Grad) 1-Dissertation Pre-Candidate (NES 990)




(Grad) 2-Dissertation Candidates (NES 995)

1994-5

Introduction to the Tanakh-Old Testament (ACABS 121)




World Religions: The Near East (REL 201/NES 200) 




Collegiate Seminar: Magic in the Ancient World (UC 250) 




Classical Near Eastern Literature (NES 445)




4-Undergrad Near East/Religion Honors Theses (NES 497)




(Grad) Seminar: Theory & Method in the Study of Ancient West Asia: Literary Approaches (NES 721)




(Grad) Seminar: Selected Texts of Ancient West Asia: The Psalms (Grammatical Analysis) (NES 722) 




(Grad) 2-Dissertation Pre-Candidate (NES 990)




(Grad) 2-Dissertation Candidate (NES 995)            

1993-4

One Semester Nurture Research Leave: Winter 1994




World Religions: The Near East (REL 201) 




The History and Religion of Ancient Israel (NES 321)  




Classical Near Eastern Literatures (NES 445)




2-Undergrad Independent Readings Courses (NES 390/397)  




2-Undergrad Near East/Religion Honors Theses (NES 497) 




(Grad) The Religion & Culture of Ancient West Asia: Deities & Otherly Beings  (NES 723)




(Grad )1-Grad Independent Readings Course (NES 798)




(Grad) 2-Dissertation Pre-Candidate (NES 990)




(Grad) 2-Dissertation Candidate (NES 995)  

1992-3

Peoples of the Near East (NES 101)




Introduction to the Tanakh/Old Testament (NES 120)




World Religions: The Near East (REL 201)        




Great Books: The Dead Sea Scrolls (NES 245)




Collegiate Seminar-Moses: The Man & Tradition (UC 250)




Classical Near Eastern Literatures (NES 445)




3-Undergrad Independent Readings Courses (NES 397/398)




(Grad) 1-Graduate Readings Course (NES 798)




(Grad) Seminar: Dead Sea Scrolls & Khirbet Qumran (NES 861) 




(Grad) Seminar: Selected Texts of Ancient West Asia: The Book of Exodus (NES 721)

1991-2

Peoples of the Near East (NES 101).




Introduction to the Tanakh-Old Testament (ACABS 120).




World Religions: The Near East (REL 201).




Classical Near Eastern Literatures (NES 445).




2-Undergrad Independent Readings Course (NES 387/487).




(Grad) 1-Graduate Readings Course (NES 798). 




(Grad) Advanced Readings in Selected Texts: Ecclesiastes (Grammatical Analysis) (NES 585).

(Grad) Seminar: The Historiography of Ancient Israel: The Yahwistic History (NES 721).

(Grad)  Seminar: The Historiography of Ancient Israel: The Deuteronomistic History (NES 722).

Department of Religious Studies, University of North Carolina

1987-9, 1990-1
Introductory Biblical Hebrew (2 semesters)




Introduction to the Old Testament




Ancient Israelite History & Religion 




Literatures of the Ancient Near East

Department of Philosophy and Religion, North Carolina State University

1989-90

Introductory Biblical Hebrew (2 semesters)




Intermediate (2nd Year) Biblical Hebrew (2 semesters)




Introduction to the Old Testament (2 semesters) 

Program in Humanities, Durham Community College

1987-8

Introduction to Philosophical Ethics




Introductory Koine Greek 

TEACHING GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS
1995
The Center for the Research on Learning and Teaching. The University of Michigan. Instructional Development Grant.

1993-4
The Center for Research on Learning and Teaching and the College of Literature, Science and the Arts Teaching Fellows Program. The University of Michigan. Post-Doctoral Teaching Fellow. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE






Departmental

2001-

Member, Internal Departmental Review Committee

2001-

Member, Curriculum Committee

1999-01
               Acting Director of Undergraduate Studies

1999-01

Divisional Undergraduate Advisor, ACABS

1998-9

Member, Search Committee for Early Christianity/New Testament Studies Position.

1997-8

Member, Executive Committee

1997-8

Director of Graduate Studies

1994-7

Director of Undergraduate Studies.

1994-7

Member, Graduate Curriculum Revision Committee. Ancient Civilizations and Biblical Studies. 

1994-7

Advisor, Undergraduate General Concentration (NESDC).

1994-5

Member, Graduate Admissions and Fellowships Committee. 

1994-5

Acting Co-Director, Graduate Admissions and Fellowships Committee. 

1994-5

Member, Committee for Evaluating Spring and Summer Session Instructional Programs. 

1993-7

Co-Director (with Ralph Williams), World Religions: The Near East (with 6 GSI appointments). 

1993-4

Chair, Undergraduate Curriculum Revision Committee. 

1992-3

Member, Executive Committee. 

1992-3

Member, Search Committee for Departmental Chairperson. 

1992-3

Director of Graduate Admissions and Fellowships.

1991-2

Member, Departmental Committee for Response to External Review.

1991-8

Advisor, Ancient Civilizations and Biblical Studies Undergraduate Concentration.

1988-9

Advisor, Undergraduate Majors. The Religious Studies Department. The University of North Carolina.

1987-8
Member, Graduate Fellowships Committee. Religious Studies Department. The University  of  North Carolina.






University

2000-

Member, Appeals Panel, Senate Advisory Committee on University Affairs/Horace H. Rackham.

2000-

Member, Advisory Committee. Lloyd Hall Scholars Program.

2000 

Panel Participant. Provost’s Seminar on Teaching.

2000
Panel Participant, “Applying to Graduate Programs”, Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies                              Visitation Weekend for Prospective Graduate Students.

1999-02                Program Instructional Faculty, Lloyd Hall Scholars Program 

1996-                    Faculty Field Representative. Office of Minority Graduate Student Recruitment. Horace H. Rackham                                     .                             School for Graduate Studies.

1996-7

Member, Executive Committee. The Jean and Samuel Frankel Center for Judaic Studies. 

1995
Reviewer, New Academic Program Proposals. Academic Officers Committee of the President's  Council.  State Universities of Michigan (New Ph.D. Program in Comparative Religion at Western Michigan  University). Coordinator: Robert S. Holbrook, Associate Provost. 

1995-
Member, Selection Committee. The Radcliffe-Ramsdell Fellowships. Horace H. Rackham  School                                         of  Graduate Studies.

1994-7

Member, Executive Committee. The Interdepartmental Program in Classical Art & Archaeology.

1994-5

Member, Search Committee. Rabbinics Position. The Jean & Samuel Frankel Center for Judaic Studies. 

1994-9

Member, Executive Committee. The Program in Studies on Religion.

1993-6

Academic Judiciary Board. College of Literature, Sciences and the Arts.

​1993

Commencement Marshall. University Graduation Ceremonies. May and December 1993.

1993-8

Faculty Instructor. The University Collegiate/First Year Seminars.

1992-01

Member, Executive Committee. The Kelsey Museum.

1992-5 Member, Executive Committee. The Center for Middle Eastern and North African Studies.



Learned Societies and Professional Organizations

2002                       Session Chair, Ancient Syria. The American Schools of Oriental Research Annual Meeting                              .                              Toronto, Canada.

2002                       Session Chair, The History and Religion of Israel, The International Society of Biblical Literature         .                              Meeting. Berlin, Germany. July, 2002.

2001
Session Chair: The Origins of the Enochian Tradition. The International Enoch Seminar. Florence, Italy. 

1999
Session Chair, The Interpretation of the Hebrew Bible. The Society of Biblical Literature/American Oriental  Society/American Schools of Oriental Research Midwest Annual Meeting. Cincinnati, OH.

1998-01
The American Oriental Society Liaison to the American Schools of Oriental Research Board of Trustees.    

1996
Session Chair, “The Hebrew Bible and the Ancient Near East”, The Joint American Oriental Society/Society of Biblical Literature Mid-west Regional Meeting. LaGrange, Illinois. February, 1996.

1994-
Representative for the University of Michigan to the Consortium of the American Research Institute in Syria (ARIS, Damascus). Middle East Studies Association Annual Meeting.

1994 
Session Chair, The Hebrew Bible/Ancient Near East Section. The Society of Biblical Literature/ American Oriental Society, Mid-West Regional Meeting. Northwestern University. February 1994.

1994
Session Chair, "The Persian/Achaemenid Legacy", Culture and Ethnicity in the Hellenistic East:  Issues, Problems, and Approaches. The University of Michigan. March 1994.

1993
Session Chair, Graduate Student Research Paper Competition. The Society of Biblical Literature/ American Oriental Society, Mid-West Regional Meeting. The University of Toronto. 1993.

1992
Session Chair, “Studies in the Hebrew Bible” Section. The Society of Biblical Literature/American Oriental Society, Mid-West Regional Meeting. The University of Notre Dame. 1992.

Extramural, Community Service

2002

Lecturer, Elderhostel International.

2000
Invited Public Lecture, University of Michigan Alumni Program. The Chicago Field Museum (in conjunction with the Dead Sea Scrolls Exhibit). 

1999

Lecturer, Elderhostel International.  

1998                      Lecturer, Elderhostel International.  

1997 Lecturer, Elderhostel International.  

1996                      Lecturer, Elderhostel International. 

1994

Guest Lecturer, Grosse Point Jewish Council. Grosse Point, MI.

1993

Guest Lecturer, Midrasha College of Jewish Studies/Temple Shir Shalom. Southfield, MI.

1992

Guest Speaker, Jewish Community Meeting. Southfield, MI.
