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EDUCATION

Jewish Theological Seminary of America, New York, NY

Ph.D. in Jewish History, with distinction, October 1995 


Dissertation: "From Tuscan households to urban ghetto:


the construction of a Jewish community in Florence, 1570-1611."



Dissertation Advisor: Benjamin R. Gampel    Second Reader:   Judith C. Brown

M.A. in Judaic Studies, with distinction, May 1988

Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Israel


Visiting Graduate Student, 1987-88; 
One Year Program, 1982-83

Amherst College, Amherst, MA 

B.A., summa cum laude, History, 1984

FELLOWSHIPS

Faculty Fellowship, Institute for the Humanities (2002-2003)

Rackham Summer Faculty Fellowship (2001)

Lucius N. Littauer Foundation Fellowship (1997-98)

Medici Archive Project, American Fellowship (1997-98)
National Endowment for the Humanities, Dissertation Grant (1994-95)

National Foundation for Jewish Culture (1993-94; 1992-93, honorary)

Mellon Fellowship in the Humanities, Dissertation Grant (1992-93)

Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, Dissertation Grant (1992-93) 

Fondazione Giovanni Agnelli, Pre-Dissertation Research Fellowship in Italy (1990-91)

Graduate School Fellowship of JTS (1986-87, 1987-88, 1991-92, 1993-94)

Charles Revson Fellowship at JTS (1989-90, 1990-91)

Interuniversity Fellowship in Jewish Studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem (1987-88)

Mellon Fellowship in the Humanities, 1984 Cohort (1984-85, 1985-86)

HONORS

Charles and Ruth Samson Lefkowitz Award, JTS, 1996

Abraham S. Halkin Award in Jewish History, JTS, co-awarded, 1988

American Jewish Historical Society Prize for best student essay, co-awarded, 1984

Alfred E. Havighurst Prize for History, Amherst College, co-awarded, 1984

Phi Beta Kappa, Amherst Chapter, 1984

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

University of Michigan,  Department of History and Frankel Center for Judaic Studies

Assistant Professor of History and Judaic Studies, 1998-

University of Florida,  Department of History and Center for Jewish Studies

Samuel Melton Legislative Professorship in Jewish Studies

Assistant Professor, 1995-1998

TEACHING AND RESEARCH INTERESTS

Jewish history, medieval and early modern; social and religious history of late medieval and early modern Italy;  history of marriage, dowry, and household formation;  history of Jewish women; Jewish-Christian relations; medieval and early modern minorities and group formation; conversion in early modern Europe.

PUBLICATIONS

“Gendered self-government in early modern Jewish history: the Florentine ghetto

and beyond,” in  Gendering the Jewish Past  (Williamsburg, PA: The College of William and Mary,  2002), 137-155

“Communal leaders (rashei ha-qahal) and the representation of medieval and early modern 

European Jews as “communities,”  in Jewish Religious Leadership: Image and Reality (New York: Jewish Theological Seminary, forthcoming).

“Division of the dowry on the death of the daughter: an instance in the negotiation of laws 

and Jewish customs in early modern Tuscany,” Jewish History  16, no. 1 (Winter 2002): 73-106.

"La vita nei ghetti," Storia d’Italia.  Annali 11:  Gli ebrei  in Italia, part I, ed. Giulio Einaudi 
(Turin, 1996),  845-892.

SELECTED CONFERENCE PAPERS AND INVITED PAPERS
“Jewish ‘Community’ and the Ghetto of Early Modern Florence”, presented to The Vann

Seminar in Premodern History at Emory University, March 2001

“Dowry, inheritance and age at marriage: the interplay of Italian custom and Jewish law in 
early modern Italy,” presented at the American Historical Association, Washington D.C., 
10 January, 1999.

“Jewish status in the Medici State: Implications of the shift from households to community,”


 presented at the Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, Toronto, 23 October 1998.

“‘All Jews of whatever sex, status or condition...’:  A gendered analysis of the ghettoization of 
the Jews in Florence in 1571.”  Presented at the Berkshire Conference on the History of 
Women, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, June 7, 1996.

“Family, community, gender and Jewish identity in early modern Italy,”  invited paper delivered 

at a conference at Northwestern University, “Religious Communities in the 16th Century: Conflicts of Culture and Absorption,” May 6, 1996.

"Periodizing Jewish history: the early modern period considered from the perspective


of Italian Jewish history and Jewish women's history," presented


at the Association for Jewish Studies, Boston, December 18, 1994.

"Age, sex and economic class as determinants for time spent out of the ghetto of Florence," 
presented at the Association for Jewish Studies, Boston, December 14, 1993.

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Consultant on Jewish History, Medici Archive Project (1996 -98)
Assistant Project Editor,  The Encyclopedia of Religion (Macmillan Publishing Co., 1987)

Editorial Consultant,  Encyclopedia of the Holocaust  (Simon & Schuster Reference Books, 1986)

