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Department of Near Eastern Studies, 2085 Frieze Building
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EDUCATION
University of California, Berkeley (Near Eastern Studies Department)


Ph.D. 1993 


Dissertation: “Koshering the Body: Female Ritual Discourse among the San Francisco Bay Area Karaites” (Co-chairs: Alan Dundes & Chana Kronfeld, William Brinner, Daniel Boyarin)

University of California, Berkeley (Department of Anthropology, Folklore)


M.A. 1985


Thesis: "Power and Vulnerability: A Study of the Middle Eastern Clown, Juha" (Committee: Alan Dundes, Chair, J. Lindaw, J. Hickman)

Haifa University (Hebrew Literature and Language)


B.A. 1981

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, 1999 -  


Assistant Professor, Hebrew Language and Culture, Department of Near Eastern Studies


Supervisor of Hebrew Program, Department of Near Eastern Studies, 2002 - 

University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT, 1994 - 1999


Assistant Professor, Department of Languages & Literature + Middle East Center,  


Coordinator of Hebrew lectureship 

University of California, Berkeley, CA, 1983 -1994


Lecturer, Modern Hebrew Literature, Hebrew 104b, Near Eastern Studies Department, 1994


Teaching Associate, Department of Anthropology, 1992


Methods and Research, Anthropology 169b  (Professor John Ogbu)


Teaching Associate, Department of Near Eastern Studies, 1988 


Introduction to the Middle East, NES 10 (Professor William Brinner) 


Teaching Associate, All levels Hebrew Near Eastern Studies, 1983-88


Hebrew coordinator, Near Eastern Studies, 1983-1984

University of California, Santa Cruz, CA, 1980-82


Adjunct Visiting Lecturer & Coordinator Hebrew Program 

Haifa University, 1978-80


Instructor of Hebrew Language and Literature, College Mekhinah 


Instructor, Education Abroad Program, advanced Hebrew, Summer 1979

ACADEMIC INTERESTS

Fields:  Folklore and Ethnography, Hebrew Literature and Israeli Culture, Jewish Cultures in the Middle East, Gender and Ethnicity, Women's Studies, Sex/Gender Cultures, Cultural/Symbolic Anthropology, Colonialism and Modernity, Language Learning Strategies and Acquisition, Film and Popular Culture, Radical/Absurd Theater

Fieldwork Experience: Iraqi Jews Ramat Gan, Karaites (Israel, Jerusalem, Ramlah), Karaites (Bay Area, San Francisco)


Languages: Hebrew (native knowledge), Arabic (different dialects) good, Spanish (reading, speaking) good, French (reading) fair, 

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 

Instructional Development Fund, Workshop for Hebrew instructors with Professor Vardit Ringvald, University of Michigan, December 2002

GELS Global Ethnic Literatures Seminar, Comparative Literature, University of Michigan, Fall 2001

OVPR travel Grant, University of Michigan, Summer 2000 (Tel Aviv University)

Faculty Fellow Award, University of Utah, Fall 1997

The College Educational Technology Grant, College of Humanities, University of Utah, May 1997

University Teaching Committee, University of Utah, Summer 1996

Institutional/Technology Starter Grant, University of Utah, Spring 1995

Faculty Reassert Grant  Summer 1995, University of Utah

Research Assignment 1995, University of Utah, Humanities, Spring 1996

Newhouse Funds, University of Berkeley, 1992

Benjamin Goor Prize in Jewish Studies, University of Berkeley  1992

Chancellor's Dissertation Year Fellowships  1991

Friedberg Fellowship in Jewish Studies, Berkeley  1990

Koret Foundation Fellowship in Jewish Studies  1989-90

Foreign Language and Area Studies, academic year  1988-89

FLAS, Arabic Summer Course, The Hebrew University, Jerusalem  1988 

Outstanding Teaching Award, UC Berkeley  1984-85

Benjamin Goor Prize in Jewish Studies, University of Berkeley, Honorary Mention  1984

University of California, Humanities Graduate Research Grant  1985

PUBLICATIONS

"The Body as Storyteller: Karaite Women's Experience of Blood and Milk," in the Journal of American Folklore, forthcoming Winter 2004. 

“Staging Sexuality, Reading Wallach's Poetry," Hebrew Studies, Vol. 43, 2002, pp. 87-117.

"'Avotot Meshachrerim: Obyectim, Miniyut ue-Tshukah be-'Tefillin' shel Yona Vollach." Te'orya u-Vikoret, 17, fall 2000, pp. 75-100.

"Ethno-graphy, Ethno-reading and the Disclosure of the Karaite Female Body," Women in Jewish Life and Culture -- Shofar, a special issue, ed. Esther Fuchs, Winter 1999, pp. 84-94.

“The Search For Home: Recent Sephardi\Mizrahi Films” Independent Jewish Film: A Resource Guide, Edited by Janis Plotkin, Caroline Libresco and Josh Feiger, The San Francisco Jewish Film Festival, 1996, pp. 22-24.

 “Reading it, Naming it, and Talking it: The Karaite Niddah, 'Ada and the Language of Menstruation.” in Folklore Interpreted: Essays in Honor of Alan Dundes, Edited by Regina Bendix and Rosemary Levi Zumwalt, Garland Publishing, 1995 pp. 375-400. 

UNDER REVIEW

The Stains of Culture: Textuality, the Karaites, and the Female Body (submitted)
"’The Body that Crumbled’: Mizrahi Men Writing Poetic Anatomy,” Part I, submitted to Hagar

"'At Shedah va-Ani Ben Adam': He'arkhut Nerativit Be-'imut Ha-'al Tiv'i" ("'You are a Demon and I am a Human Being:' Narrative Strategies in the Confrontation of the Supernatural," submitted to the Jerusalem Studies in Jewish Folklore 

 “The Cutting Edge of the Maakhelet (Knife): Exploring the Limits of Discursive Space in Hebrew Poetry” submitted to American Ethnologist
"Dissected Identity: Mizrahi Women, Space and Body,” Part II, submitted to Hagar  

PUBLICATION IN PROGRESS

2003 Cannibal Ideology: Ethnicity and Gender in Israeli Literature In preparation for submission.

2004 Exile at my Toes

2003 "Mizrahim and Mizrahiyut."  Solicited by the Journal of the Association of Israeli Studies

‏Summer 2003 “Wounds of Difference,” A Personal Essay

Summer 2003 "The Beads, the Narrative and the Woman's Pillow: Kabbasat, A Karaite  Fertility Object," For submission 

2003 "Memory in the Second Person: Yehudit Katsir's Shluff Schtundeh," For submission in Poetics Today
Translations (from Hebrew to English): 

February 2003 Shelly Elkayam, Poetry Selection (to be submitted to The Tel Aviv Review)

2003 Miri Ben Simhon, Poetry Selection

Creative Writing:

"Hadar Madregot": A Short Story, Nogah. 

2003 I Heard My Name in the Third Person: A One-act Play 

2003 Dappey Ha-Sekher (Pages of the Cemented Dam), Hebrew Collection of Poetry

INVITED LECTURES

"Cannibal Ideology: Ethnicity and Gender in Israeli Literature,” in Series Lecture, Literature Mediating Conflicts, Tulane World Literature Program, Tulane University, New Orleans, March 21, 2003

“Ha-ma’akhelet (The Slaughtering Knife): Exploring the Limits of Discursive Space in Hebrew Literature,” Indiana University, Bloomington, January 2003

"Politics and Practices of Ethnography: the Case of Israel," Anthropology Department, University of Michigan, September 20, 2002.

"Cannibal Ideology and National Discourse," GELS Global Ethnic Literatures Seminar, Comparative Literature, University of Michigan, December 2001

"The National and the Cannibal in the Hebrew Poetry of Women," Women and Gender in the Middle East 27 - 31 August 2001, Bellagio, Italy 

"Reflections on Mizrahiyut and Ethnicity in Israel," Conference Plenary Session, Association of Israel Studies, Washington D.C., May 2001.

“Poetic Anatomy: Marginality and Gender in Contemporary Mizrahi Poetry,” Columbia University, New York, March 1999.

“The Enigma of Home: Homed and Unhomed in the Homeland “ Convocation lecture, in International week Israel: Fifty Years of Accomplishment Through Conflict and Change, Southern Utah University, November 19, 1998. 

"The Israeli Woman at the Crossroads of Over/politicized reality and Under/politicized Feminism," in panel "Women's Issues in The Middle East," University of Utah, Middle East Week, Salt Lake City, April-May 1997.

"The History of the Israeli Women Movement," in Woman in Middle East Society: A panel Discussion, University of Utah, February 8, 1997.

"To Be a Body or to Own the Body," Mizrahi-Feminist Conference, Natanyah, Israel, May 1996.

“The Discourse of the Female Body,” The Middle East Discussion Group of the Middle East Center, University of Utah, May 95

“Speaking from the Margins,” An address to the Jewish Studies Women's Caucus of the Association of Jewish Studies, Boston, Dec.1994

San Francisco & Berkeley Jewish Film Festival, Presented the films “I Bajou” and “Zohar,” San Francisco & Berkeley, Summer 1994.

“Rethinking Israeli Identity through the Body,” University of Utah, Salt Lake City, March 1994
“Karaite Notebook: The Karaite Community and the Women’ Storytelling of Bodily Ritual, ” Oberlin College, Oberlin, March 1994.

“Passages from the Body: Blood, Milk and the Karaite Woman,” Duke University, March 1993
“Common Ground: Israelis and Palestinians -- Two communities Looking at Themselves, Social Values as Expressed in Myth, Storytelling, and Crafts,” Berkeley Jewish Community Center 1989

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

"Cannibal Ideology: The Representation of the Israeli Body in Contemporary Hebrew Literature," Association of Israel Studies, Washington D.C., May 2001

"Poetics of Rape?  Contemporary Hebrew Literature and the Loss of its Innocence," MESA, Orlando, Florida, November 2000.

"Zionism and Gender: A Question of Representation," organizer and chair, MESA, Orlando, Florida November 2000.

"The Rupture of Innocence: Rape in Modern Hebrew Literature," Association of Israel Studies, Tel Aviv, Israeli, June 2000. 


"Mizrahi Literature" organizer and chair, MESA, Washington November 1999.


"The Criminal Anthropology of the Mizrahi Body," MESA, Washington, November 1999.

"The Karaites, Body Female Rituals and The Ethno-graphy of Reading," The World Congress of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, July-August 1997. 

"Mother's Milk and the Dietary Law of the Karaite Jews," American Academy of Religion/Society of Biblical Literature, Rocky Mountain -- Great Plains Regional meeting, Salt Lake City, May 1997.

"Ethnography, Ethno-Reading and the Discourse of the Karaite Female Body," The Western Jewish Studies Association, Tucson, April 1997.


"Major Issues in the Ethnography of the Karaite Jews of the Bay Area," Association of Jewish Studies, Boston, December 1996.



“Reimagining the East in Israeli Culture,” organized a panel in the Association for Israel Studies, Baltimore, June 1995.


“Nativity and Exile: Reading in Mizrahi Hebrew Literature,” Association for Israel Studies, Baltimore, June 1995.


“Landscape of Difference and the Historical Void: Reading in Middle Eastern/Sephardi Literature,” Association of Jewish Studies, Boston Dec. 1994.


“Liberating Bondage: Objects, Desire and Sexuality in Wallach's Tefillin,” Association for Israel Studies, Philadelphia, June 1994


“‘Until I Strangle You Completely’: Wallach's Tefillin and the Writing of the Female Body,”  National Association of Professors of Hebrew, Berkeley, Ca. May-June 1994


“Fluidity” panel chair & presented “Mother-Daughter Teaching and the Conception of the Pure Body,”  American Folklore Society, Eugene, Oregon, Oct. 1993

“Community Self-positioning and the Multiple Others,” American Anthropological Association, San-Francisco, California, Dec. 1992


“Reading in the First Drop of Blood: Karaite Mother/Daughter Teaching and the Conception of the Pure Body,” Boundaries in Question, Feminist Graduate Conference at Berkeley, California, Oct. 1992


“Undocumented Genealogy: The Maternal Discourse of Fertility among the San Francisco Bay Area Karaites,” California Folklore Society, Sacramento, California, April 1992


“The Body as Storyteller: Karaite Women's Experience of Niddah , Yoledah and the Dietary Laws,” Association for Jewish Studies,  Dec. 1991 


“The Numerical Discourse of the Karaite Female Body,” Boundaries in Question, Feminist Graduate Conference at Berkeley, Oct. 1991


“Just Kidding: Israeli Jokes and Expressions from the Persian Gulf War,” California Folklore Society April 1991 


“The Marriage of the She-Demon to the Rabbi,” American Folklore Association  1990


“Women's Anatomy-Women's Autonomy: The Folklore of Blood and Milk in the Karaite Community,” American Folklore Society  1989


“Menstrual Taboos and the Karaite Jews of the Bay Area,” American Folklore Society, Philadelphia,  1989


“Women of the Middle East,” Jewish Federation lectures series  1988

“Self Perception of the Body in Israeli Poetry of Middle Eastern Jews,” AJS  1987

Jewish Federation of the East Bay, Sephardic Cultural Panel, Speaker for Iraqi Jewry  1987

“Power and Vulnerability: Study of The Middle Eastern Clown, Juha,” AFS  1986


“Lot's Wife: Structural Analysis of Genesis 19,” California Folklore Society, San Francisco  1985


“Israeli Perception of Time and Inflation,” Kroeber Anthropological Society, UC Berkeley, 1985


Jewish Federation, lecture series on The Folklore of Middle Eastern Jews  1984

COMMUNITY EDUCATION

"The Kibbutz: Past And Present," University of Utah (films, speakers, panel discussion) Spring 1998


"Jewish Film Makers and Producers," Reception and Screening, January, 1997 


"Moran, an Israeli Choir, and the International Children's Choir of Utah: helped to produce four concerts (including one in the Mormon Tabernacle) 


Discussant on KQED (Public Radio, San Francisco) on Mizrahi/Middle Eastern Films, Aug. 1994

Lehrhaus Judaica,  Berkeley Adult School, teaching fellow 1983 - Summer 1994


Hebrew, all levels, 1983 - Summer 1994


Introduction to the Jewish Film Festival, Summer 1994


Jewish Multiculturalism in Video and Films, Summer 1992, Spring 1993


Jewish Woman in the Middle East, Fall 1988


Folklore of the Jews of the Middle East, Summer 1987


The Jews of the Middle East, Spring 1987 

U.C. Berkeley, Ethnographic Resources Research Project, Data collection, 1987-88

U.C. Berkeley, Bibliographical Service Department, Main library, Librarian Hebrew Collection, 1987-88

U.C. Santa Cruz, Preceptor, Crown College, 1980-82

Kibbutz Yagur, Israel, Director, Mime/movement Theater program, 1976-77

COURSES TAUGHT

"Politics of Culture in Hebrew Literature"

"Narratives and Counter Narratives: Israeli Films in Contemporary Culture,"

"Homed, Unhomed in the Homeland," Introduction to Hebrew Literature

"Israeli Society," (Undergraduate) 

"Mizrahi Literature in Modern Hebrew Literature,"

"The Israeli/Jewish Body," (Upper division/Graduate)

"The Case of Hebrew Ethnicity in The Politics of Culture in Hebrew Literature," (Upper division/Graduate) 

"Israeli Music in Cultural Perspective,"

"Biblical Characters in Modern Hebrew Poetry," (Undergraduate) 

Hebrew Language -- All levels

ADVISING STUDENTS

a. Graduate student advisor: 

Rami Kimchi

Fares Al-suwaidi (Hebrew Literature)

SERVICES
a. Departmental

Supervising the Hebrew program (2002)

Doron Lamm, Lecture III review

Pauli Weizman, Lecture III review

Ilan Rosenberg, Lecture III Review 
CRLT applications for a Workshop for Hebrew instructors with Professor Vardit Ringvald, in Jan. 2003

Colloquial Committee (Fall 2001 - Winter 2002) 


Undergraduate advisor, Winter 2002


Invited, hosted and introduced:  Tamar Alexander, Chair Hebrew Literature  Department, Ben-Gurion University, Israel


Hebrew  Search committee Fall-Winter 2001-2002


Interviewed candidates in Washington DC, at the Association of Jewish Studies.

b. Frankel Center For Jewish Studies

Executive Committee (Winter 2000)

c. University

Selection committee for GELS (Global Ethnic Literatures Seminar) graduate               

        student fellows, Comparative Literature Department.

d. National


Dissertation Award Committee, the Association of Israel Studies (2002, reviewed ​4 dissertations) 

e. Reviewed the article: “He was Sad, She was Dead: The Cultural Construction of Crime, Sex, and Nationalism,” for International Journal of Middle East Studies, March 2003. 

f.
Reviewing the article, “Agency within multiple oppressions: Narrating Mizrahi Lesbian Experience in Israel,” for Feminist Studies, March 2003.
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