Curriculum Vitae of Megan Williams


Megan Hale Williams

Department of Near Eastern Studies

2068 Frieze Building

105 S. State St. 

Ann Arbor MI 48104

Office telephone: (734) 615-1963; home telephone: (734) 998-1355

Positions Held:

University of Michigan: Junior Fellow, Michigan Society of Fellows, and Assistant Professor, Near Eastern Studies, 2002-present

Center for Advanced Judaic Studies, University of Pennsylvania: Fellow, 2001-02

Oberlin College: Visiting Instructor in Religion, 2000-2001

Mount Holyoke College: Visiting Instructor in Religion, 1999-2000

Princeton University: Preceptor,  1995-1996

Gilead Sciences, Foster City CA: Research Biologist, 1992-1994

Education: 

Princeton University, Ph.D. in Religion: January 2002

Princeton University, M.A. in Religion: June 1998

Stanford University, B.A. in Classics: June 1992

Stanford University, B.S. in Biology: June 1992

Honors and Awards:

Dodds Fellowship, Princeton University, 1998-99

Phi Beta Kappa, 1991

Courses Taught:

University of Michigan:

ACABS 291-202: Sex and Gender in the Formation of the Christian Church 

ACABS 592-02: Religion and Empire: Historiography in Late Antiquity 

Oberlin College:

Religion 106: Introduction to Religion: The Development of Western Traditions

Religion 205: The Hebrew Bible in its Ancient Near Eastern Context

Religion 208: The New Testament and Christian Origins 

Religion 202: Magic, Astrology and Religion in the Ancient Mediterranean 

Religion 306: Authority and the Sacred in the Early Christian Church 

Mount Holyoke College:

Religion 204: Introduction to New Testament (Fall and Spring)

Religion 203: Introduction to Hebrew Scriptures

Religion 212: Magic, Astrology and Religion in the Ancient Mediterranean

Religion 306: Pluralism and Controversy: the Christian Church, 140-400

Religion 395: Judaism and Identity in Paul and the Post-Pauline Tradition

Research and Publications:

Dissertation: 

“Jerome’s Biblical Criticism and the Making of Christian Scholarship”

Publication: 

“The Life of Apollonius of Tyana by Philostratus,” in Richard Valantasis, ed., Religions of Late Antiquity in Practice.  Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2000.

Selected Papers Presented: 

“Origen and Eusebius: Books and Libraries in Late Antique Palestine,” invited paper presented at Oxford University, Oxford-Princeton Seminar on the History of the Book, September 2002, and with collaborator Anthony Grafton at Princeton University, Seminar on Late Antiquity, October 2002

“Jerome and the Hexapla,” Seminar on Material Texts, University of Pennsylvania, April 2002 

“Heretical Sophistry and Orthodox Paideia in Jerome’s Commentary on Hosea,” Duke University, April 2002 

“Arenas of Persecution: The Shifting Location of the Christian Martyr in Roman Policy, 180-303,” Philadelphia Seminar on Christian Origins, University of Pennsylvania, March 2002 

“Jerome’s Use of Jewish Exegetical Traditions,” Center for Advanced Judaic Studies, University of Pennsylvania, January 2002

“The Materiality of the Book in Jerome’s Commentary on Hosea,” AAR-SBL, Boston, November  1999

“Apocalyptic Chronology and Pagan Religious Resistance: Zosimus’ New History,” AAR-SBL, Boston, November 1999

​“Prophecy and Polemic from Porphyry to Zosimus,” AAR-SBL, Orlando, November 1998 

“Jerome, Rhetoric and Christian Simplicity in Light of the Sociology of Pierre Bourdieu,” AAR-SBL, Orlando, November 1998 

“Jerome and the Barbarians,” University of Manchester, Manchester, England, “After the Body” Conference, June 1998

“Jerome’s Textual Criticism in the Minor Prophets Commentaries,” Philadelphia Seminar on Christian Origins, University of Pennsylvania, May 1998

“Truth and Power in Scriptural Exegesis: A New Sermon of Augustine on Galatians 2.11-13,” North American Patristics Society, Chicago, June 1997

“The Body of the Philosopher, the Mind of the Magician: Speech, Silence and Self-Fashioning in Late Antique Philosophy and Theurgy,” University of Manchester, Manchester, England, Colloquium on Cultures of Masculinity in Late Antiquity, May 1997

Professional Activities: Co-Chair, Philadelphia Seminar on Christian Origins (University of Pennsylvania), 1997-98.  Theme: “Textual Commentary as a Social Practice.” 

Professional Memberships: American Academy of Religion, American Philological Association.

Languages: reading knowledge of French, German, Italian, Spanish, Latin, Ancient Greek, Hebrew (Biblical, rabbinic, modern)

Computer skills and experience:
Mellon Seminar in Web Technology for Teaching, Mount Holyoke College, January-June 2000.

Seminar in New Technologies for Teaching and Research, Princeton University, June-July 1999:

References: Peter Brown, History, Princeton University; Anthony Grafton, History, Princeton University; John Gager, Religion, Princeton University; Paula Richman, Religion, Oberlin College. 







